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SHORT CUTS 


Never Pay 


Net WI, 502-1417 grms 
‘Contents. Mannitol 


Net Wi, 2902-85 grms 
‘Contents. Mannite 


Cutting is Serious Business. 


If you're concerned and want fo be sure you have only the finest, a cut that 
will give You O Spuskés, one that is completely water soluble and sate. 
Pacific Laboratories has 2 fine products just for you 


SUPERIOR MANNITE 


Packaged in Italian block form, weighing 8.5 grms. Only $5.00. 


Aknown success over and over again, comes to youin a 50z bottle. Only $10.00 
(Both are pure, safe and meet all existinglegal standards.) 


So remember 
If you're concemed, buy only the FINEST. + + IT Sparkles 


Not intended for illegal use. 


FREE SAMPLE ..., 55-2200 


‘One block of Superior Mannite Add $2.00 for postage and handling. 
+ (Limit one per customer) 
Mai to: Pacific Laboratories — 1609 Oceantront Walk 
Santa Monica, CA 90401 (213) 887-0240 
Send check or money order. California residents add 6% sales tax. 


Special Offer D Additional Superior Mannite 0 $. Superior Cut 0$ __ 
Name 

Address 

City State 

i) Phone 


Offer Expires January 31.1979 
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“~~ SMOKE SCO 


Aunique experience in bong smoking pleast 


from (chew... 


Get into your smoke all the way with the Smoke Scope. 


The Smoke Scope allows you to smoke wherever you want, whenever | 
want, because everything's Convenient! 


A built-in Tray to hold your Stashand catch any overspill; built-in 
Tray and Self Adhesive Match Striker Pads keep the fire close. And 
course, a built-inAsh Tray to keep it neat. 


The Smoke Scope also gives you the ultimate in comfort with a custo 
molded trigger grip and custom designed mouthpiece. 


he And for the ultimate in smoking pleasu: 
Zs Action Trigger Carb clears out all the 

and leaves you ready to take another to 
Ole, of course. 


The world’s largest bong manufacturer 


collection 


. Presented by one of Europe's oldest and 
finest cigarette papers for your pure and 
natural smoking enjoyment. 

For a limited time, the creators of this 
distinquished, 100% pure linen and hemp 
paper are offering their customers this very 


exclusive collectior 


* 4 packets of paper: (2 single width and 2 
Cabaret size). They contain NO glue, 
chlorine or any harmful dyes to interfere 
with the pure smoking pleasure of this 
SELF-ADHERING paper. 

One unique, laminated decal suitable for 
decorative use. 

One indispensable, unbumnable, 4” x 6” 
colorful CLUB tray. 


Guccione and 
Hefner: A Free 
Press 


Hugh Hefner, the publisher of Playboy, and Bob 
Guccione, the publisher of Penthouse, behind 
ars? That isa difficult vision to conjure up. but 
less unlikely than it might have seemed several 
months ago, for one Hinson McAuliffe, the 
solicitor general of Fulton County, Georgia, 
recently issued arrest warrants to both of these 
legendlary erotic entrepreneurs. 

The warrants, which were issued last month 
by McAuliffe’s office, charge the two men with 
distributing obscene materials (Playboy and 
Penthouse) within Fulton County (which in 
cludes the greater Atlanta area). The maximum 
penalty for the misdemeanor charges is a one 
year jail sentence and @ $5,000 fine. 

In separate statements, both Guecione and 
Hefner indicated that they would have to be 

extradited feom their respective residences before they would answer the allegations. Both af them 
know that extradition is a rare occurrence in a misdemeanor case. Guccione, who lives in New 
York, and Hefner, who currently resides in Los Angeles, realize that the solicitor general should be 
ignored until he is finally flushed down the toilet of public dishelief and disapproval. 

Guccione was quoted as saying that he would not “dignify” the charges by answering them 
Hefner, in his official statement, said that the accusations “smacked of petty harassment 
McAuliffe, an antipornography crusader, has reported to the press that he won't be happy until the 
world is made safe from naked vaginas. He's even gone on to indicate that the act of a woman 
giving birth and thereby “showing pink” is so disgusting that he might have to make that activity 
illegal in Georgi. 

The danger of MeAuliffe’s kind of quasi-imbecility is that it is catching. Let's not forget that the 
selfsame State of Georgia was where Hustler publisher Larry Flynt was gunned down last March. 
This Babbittlike state is also where the movie Carnal Knowledge was ruled obscene. In fact, the 
Supreme Court, which is filled with senile Nixon appointees who are appalled by nudity and 
erections, found the Carnal Knowledge decision to be so absurd that the Court reversed it 8 to 0. 

I looked at the recent newspaper clippings covering McAuliffe’s circuslike cavortings against 
Playboy and Penthouse, | must confess to feeling a certain sense of pleasure, For a long period of 
time, both Guccione and Hefner have argued that their magazines were “not pornographic” while 
almost looking down upon the activities of Hustler and my own tawdry sheet, Screw. What they. of 

hat the brush of the censor is not very specific or efficient: it tends 
to splatter all publications containing « plethora of nude pictures. Hypocrites like McAuliffe make 
no distinction among the varying motives of each erotic purveyor: they simply argue that nudity is 
{ipso facto synonymous with obscenity. This ludicrous point of view has not been sustained by any 
court, but it has surely helped redneck politicians reap and rape the simplistic popularity of the 
downtrodden mass 

In spite of Hefner's und Guceione’s pretensions, they nonetheless did not leave Screw alone in its 
own successful struggle against federal obscenity charges, in particular the odiousness of federal 
entrapment, which Began four years ago in Kansas. Hefner, for instance, contributed many 
thousands of dollars to Screw’s defense fund, Equally generous was the contribution of Guecione, 
who gave Screw a half-page ad in Penthouse (which was worth almost $12,000) to help us.gain 
subscriptions. 

In fact, the persons that ! would like MeAuliffe to harass, to further illusteate their hypocritical, 
worm’s-eve view of the First Amendment, are Arthur Ochs “Punch” Sulzberger, publisher of the 
New York ‘Times, and Katharine Graham, the publisher of the Washington Post. These two 
respectable” public pimples fee! that they have the right to decide what is « government secret and 
what should be published to satisfy the “public’s right to know” (the prime: example of which was 
their newspapers’ spilling of the beans in the infamous Pentagon Papers case), but anytime there is 
‘any nudity in print, they feel it should he swept away with the same vigor that McAuliffe 
constantly exhibits 

So, this whole episode of attempted censorship in Georgia demonstrates once more that in most 
casos the members of the “straight” press only docry repression and consorship whon thoie own 
asses are on the line, Such repression and censorship are currently threatening Hugh Hefner and 
Bob Guccione. but hopefully they will prevail over McAuliffe and the forces of closed-minded 
tyranny and thereby reaffiem the constitutional right of freedom of expression in this country 


course, had trouble realizing w 


A limited supply of the CLUB 
COLLECTION is now available for only 
$4.00 while offer lasts 
Make check or money order payable to: 
HIGHWAY IMPORTS 
292 Lafayette St., New York, N.Y. 10012 


New York residents add 8% sales tax. 


OLL_— 


Al Goldst 
Publisher of Screw 


Gorilla Enterprises presents... 


is « 


You'll go “APE” over our 
Fully Aut atic Gro 


“Supergrass” is a process which changes the genetic 
properties of a plant from DIPLOID to POLYPLOID. 
This can be done inthe seed stage by soaking them ina 
colchicine solution. 
Assembled growing box, including: 
Soil planters @ Auto watering system 
Thermometer ® Moisture indicator 
Westinghouse Agro-Grow light with 
Auto timer @ Colchicine 
Distilled water © Organic Fertilizer 
A marijuana growers handbook. 


SIMPLE SETUP. 

Hang Grow light, set timer, 
add water. Then relax an 
watch them grow. 


All shipments in unmarked boxes. 
Place your order immediately. 


Gorilla Enterprises, Inc. 
P.O. Box 2659 
Evansville, Indiana 47714 


Please send my 


ee) 
Vy 

_____ 2 Plant Closet Pkg. $ 72.95 

—___— 6 Plant Reg. Pkg. 124.95 

—___. 24 Plant Gorilla Pkg. 249.95 


Agro lighting system only 28.75 
Total (postage is included 


Dealer 
Inquiries 
Invited, 


Photographs by 
Bennett Yell 


Sex Offensive? 


To the editors of High Times and to my 
associates in the paraphernalia industry, | 
lift my pen about an issue of great impor- 
tance to me. We support High Times by 
selling it or by advertising in it. This 
month’s issue (October '78) sinks to the 
depths of boredom and cheap commer- 
cialism by once again using sex to sell the 
magazine. If 1 wanted to deal in porn, 
that's what I'd be buying and selling—not 
paraphernalia. Promotion of products by 
i an old, old game 

that I find boring. High Times will always 
sell a certain number of copies no matter 
what it prints. But isn't it about time you 
paraphernalia advertisers got off your 
butts and started to act like professionals? 
High Times is degrading your companies 
and youare insulting yourselves by letting 
this type of low-class porn do your selling. 
—June Fisher, 

Dirt Cheap Headshops Bookstore, 
Lincoln, Neb. 


We've been putting High Times out for, 
what, four, almost five years, right? So 
nobody can really argue that we're pro- 

i x to sell the mag- 
azine. All right, in October we ran a sexy 
cover. Sex is part of life, and we dig that. 
Sex is also abused by merchandisers to 
peddle all manner of crap, and we're 
sympathetic to that, too. But after once in 
four, five years, after 40 to 50 very widely 
read issues, you can’t really accuse us of 
exploiting sex, okay? We think it’s possi 


j= 
ble to be sexy without being pornograph- 
ic—Ed, 


Love Letters to 
Monica Choate 


I just read “Everybody Must Get Stoned” 
by 13-year-old Monica Choate [High 
Times, October '78]. Monica seems to be a 
very good example of why kids shouldn't 
get stoned. Her daddy needs some help, 
too! —Karir: Doisher, Eagle River, Alaska 


I thought “Everybody Must Get Stoned” 
was the emotional ramblings of a drug- 
soaked 13-year-old mind. That can be 
forgiven, however, because one of these 
days Monica Choate will grow up. What 
cannot be forgiven was the accompanying 
photo, While I'm sure it was intended to 
portray Monica as a swinging free spirit, 
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we can see basically the same thing in the 
spring-summer edition of the J.C. Penney 
catalog. 

T'm sure Monica gets off on knowing 
that thousands of pedophiles have beaten 
off to her panty-covered crotch, but not 
me. The picture threw a bucket of ic 
water on this gitl-lover's lap. Is Monica 
really the free-thinking, sexually liberated 
little woman the blurb stated—or is she 
just another tight-pussied, frightened little 
tease? Show me more. 

—Pete File, Memphis, Tenn. 


Td like to comment on an excellent 
article called “Everybody Must Get 
Stoned" by Monica Choate. She deserves 
a standing ovation from every kid in the 
world. I'm 15 and have never had any 
trouble getting hold of cigarettes, which 
give you lung cancer, or alcohol, which 
ruins your liver, but if I want to get high, I 
get in trouble from everyone in the world. 
Pot is the least dangerous of any type of 
drug people take, including aspirin. 
When are our stuffed-shirt politicians 
going to grow up? Drug-related deaths 
could be reduced if they would legalize 
and control pot, but instead they poison 
us with paraquat. Even pure Dr. Peter 
Bourne has shown us he's not such an 
angel with his little distribution-of- 
Quaaludes trick. If America is by the 
people, for the people and of the people, 
why are heads being screwed? 
E.G, Hartsville, 8.C, 


Thank NORML for 
Nebraska Decrim 


Why was NORML left out of the story 
“Nebraska Makes Lucky 11 for Decrim” 
[High Times, “Highwitness News,” Au- 
gust '78]? Nebraska's victory is directly 
attributable to NORML. Don Fiedler, Ne- 
braska NORML coordinator, directed the 
Midwest Regional NORML Symposium 
held in Omaha last February. Many peo- 
ple attended, and all went back home not 
only with a better understanding of the 
decriminalization issue but also reassured 
that legal reform is possible. The right of 
individuals to petition our government for 
change is secure. The reality of legal 
reform depends on active communication 
between the people and their legislators. 
NORML and Don Fiedler brought the 
issue, in open forum, to the people of 
Nebraska. We all share Nebraska's victo- 
ry. —Jayne Ekis, lowa City, lowa 


A Cutting Blow 


What the fuck’s with all those mannitol 
ads you've been running? I always 
thought High Times stood for righteous- 
ness in dealing, but now you're ma 
so easy for coke dealers to get mannitol 
that, shit, some of the coke I've scored 
lately could've been sprinkled on break- 
fast cereal—and you would've gotten a 


Sack Abraham 


better high off the preservatives in the 
cereal! And screw those procaine ads, too. 
I want to have coke up my nose, not this 
diddly-bop candy. 

—B. Deneshaw, Canton, N.Y. 


In the first place, High Times does not 
carry ads for procaine or any other non- 
natural ingestible, In the second place, we 
admit that mannitol is only the least of 
many evils: but as long as coke is illegal, 
“cut” is inevitable. We'd rather snort 
mannitol than any other cocaine cut, 
including borax, angel dust. lidocaine or 
procaine. Mannitol is a safe, natural 
product.—Ed, 


One for Our Side 


I'm in the U.S, Navy and was busted for 
possession of marijuana last April by the 
Naval Investigating Services. My orders 
were held until I had gone to court, which 
turned out to be four months later. During 
this time I worked 20 hours a week behind 
a desk, usually stoned. While waiting for 
court I made over $1,500. I was eventually 
fined $200, The way I see it, the navy paid 
me $1,300 to sit on base four months and 
smoke pot. 

=Name withheld, Great Lakes, IIl 


I make that much for doing the same 
thing in a week—Ed. 


More Power to You 


1am pleased to see your horizons broaden 
with the August '78 issue's power supple- 
ment. In this age of “every man for 
himself,” we dopers can often forget that 
there is a whole world out there demand- 
ing our participation. After all, the actions 
of others affect us. 

As a retailer of High Times, 1 am 
frustrated by some of my customers’ un- 
happiness with the energy issue. Their 
insistence that H.T. be cover-to-cover, 
every-square-inch dope news only rein- 
forces the notion that dopers are really 
spaced-out and spoiled adolescents. 
That's a myth that bears destroying, not 
encouragement! 

—Steve Schlich, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho 


We at High Times are truly gladdened by 
the support our retailers have given us in 
boldly displaying our August energy 


SCORE? 


Tum your living room into a street comer 
with this exciting game, Indulge your fan- 
tasies as you attempt to become the wealth- 
{est player on the board. Up to six can play. 
Tt takes concentration, luck, no paranoia, 
| common sense and an eye for a good busi- 
ness deal. The rules are vague enough so 
that changes or new tules can be agreed 
upon by the players for greater flexibility in 
play. The game includes a colorful playing 
board, wooden tokens, dice, deeds and, of 
course, lotsa bucks, 


‘Bolsa Gone th tha coupon balou and oat our gant 100 PecSieneioe Gf cel ties ree Pree 


Yes, help me Score this exciting game. I have enclosed $12.95 for each game plus $1.00 for each order for postage and handling. 
OO Mastercharge 1 Visa card accepted Card number Expiration Date Mo___Yr 


Send To 

Krupp Mail Order, Ltd. 
Box 9090 Dept SC-1 
Boulder, Colorado 80301 
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Crystal Chemical 
Information 
Now 


No more questions, doubts, or 

subjective estimates. 

e This style Crystal Chemical analysis 
was first developed in the early 1900’s 
when Cocaine was still legal. 


e It is an accurate test system used in scientific laboratories today. 

e It precisely measures percentage of purity of Crystal Chemicals such as 
stimulants, depressants, hallucinogens, and buffing agents. 

e It is portable and simple to operate (instructions included). 


SEND ONLY ” KLS Co., Inc. 


4-6 week guaranteed delivery: 2209 Glenallen Ave. 


Bank checks of nay rds $ 69 9 5 Suite 101 
only, in any name you choose. e Silver Spring, MD 20906 


issue, which, unfortunately, many reade 
neglected to buy. As a result, a number of 
editorial, art, production and marketing 
personnel have been found to be redu 
dant.—Ed. 


. for a \ Hig a ars ed 
Continues 

That guy who wrote the “Phreaked Out 

etite item [High Times, “Letters,” Sep 

] was quick to defend the phone c 

pany against the likes of Captain C 
and the phone phreaks, but he overlooked 
the following: Every telephone company 


within Ma Bell has its profits set and 
percentage of overhead 


Pete Lippine 


8° solid bowl 3" laminated bow! 
$9.95 


Pocket Rockets $5.95 oo 
(Pineapple tot incluced) to increase s that the phone 


rabowl, the perfect cleaning surface, made ompany/s overhead slays highiand 9 


from exotic hardwood scientifically designed for hone whewala ime very 
maximum separation between the weed and the seed. assistance and employ 
.de 800 toll-free lines. They utili 

Introducing The Pocket ke 2 larger potential of the Bell system that 
the portable pipe made public has paid for over and over 
from exotic hardwoods. ge _tele e profits since the 
Compact, S 
smooth, 
easy to use. 


Patti’s Sis Explains 


Being an avid reader, I came acro 

review of my sister Patti Smith’s latest 

album, Easter [High Times, “Records 

September '78]. It was a good review, but 

you state that “on Radio Ethiopia she got 

high on ‘Quaaludes, Quaaludes, Quaa- 
Send cash, check or money order to ludes.’" I gather you refer to the song 
Tony Mac Inc. ; the Angels.” | know Patti's lyrics are 
531 Esplanad 2 4 ° ee 
Redondo Beach, Calif. 90277 Accessories After the Fact 


Enclosed please find $___ for California residents 
8” solid bow! $9.95 8” striped bowl $19.95 24d 6" sales tax. 


10” striped bow! (not shown) $29.95 Pocket Rocket™ $5.95 
ADDRES 


For immediate, guaranteed deliver y, call toll-free 
1-200. ya 


HP44 $8.50 EP06 $6.50 
teakwood 
BEE S200 EP20 $7.50 
rosewood 
_ J 
HP43 $8.50 
rosewood EP11 $5.00 


a 


——_ 
CKO3 $20.75 BJO2 $12.75 
Blue Jeanie coke kit Blue Jeanie cigarette case 


CA25 $8.25 
joint case 


CKO04 = $10.25 
coke kit 


Send cash or money order to: STONE WOOD IMPORTS 
(postage and handling included) 1480 Lane 
Sparks, NV 89431 


51 poe fil color tog cfc ne procs nced FREE wih pacer ee $2.00, refundable with first order.) 
Stores: Send for free catalog. Distributors: Inquiries invited. 


sh Rolle + totally new a in rolling 
ja bead in the world! + replaces a pipe 
PS s rolls two styles of cigarettes: 

Spiralized for om gga smolee like 


yeéular for tobacco or regular sized 
particles 


«doubles the air flow 
to msure complete 
combustion. 


* ideal x y “ 
fig 4 A + uses all sizes of rolling papers 
+ comes with carry “SEN _ «triples the potency of hash oil 
“vs ile a ae by locking in important <ases. 


Jack Abraham, 


at times tough to understand, but the 

words she is singing are “wild, wild, 

wild,” relating to “total abandon.” As you 

can see, it changes things around a bit. 
Fight the good fight! 

—Kimberly Smith Greenberg, 

address withheld 


Yohimbine O.D., 
Hold the MAO 


As a native of Cameroon I'm glad to read 
hat your roving aphrodisiacs edito 
“Gives Good Ed” Dwyer [High Time: 
Was A zed Dope Fiend,” October 
°78}, got off behind yohimbine, one of my 
nation’s most prized supernatural re- 
sources. However, his caution against eat- 
ing cheese while high on this mystic fuck 
bark, while prudent, was just a little off 
the mark: the likely result of mixing 
cheese with yohimbine isn’t an upset 
stomach but a grave high-blood-pressure 


* 


Yumpin’ yohimbine! Don't mix with swill. 


crisis that could bring on a paralytic 
stroke. As an MAO inhibitor (along with 
MDA and DMT), yohimbine reacts dan- 
gerously with an enzyme called tyrosine, 
which exists in cheese and also in beer, 
wine, chocolate and canned figs, all of 
which should be avoided with any MAO 
inhibitor. These drugs also react adversely 
with most other drugs, so they shouldn't 
be taken as part of a “cocktail”; and 
anyway, they're all such great trips by 
themselves, it'd be downright disrespec 
ful to good dope. 
—Raymond-Marie Tchidimbo, 
U. of Spokane, Wash. 


Erratum 


The photograph of Albert Hofmann and 
Gordon Wasson appearing on page 135 of 
our November issue was incorrectly cre 
ited. Our apologies to Jeremy Bigwood, 
who shot the pic. 


So, what do YOU have to say? 
Write us! 
Letters, High Times 
P.O. Box 386, Cooper Station 
New York, N.Y. 10003 @ 


Introducing the 
rolling paper that 
sticks and stays stuck. 


‘achat Size) 


Have you ever had a nicely rolled 
smoke fall apart? Do you dislike licking- 
and-sticking? Does lipstick on rolling paper 
annoy you? Do you like things neat, easy 
and clean? 

Then you're going.to love Stik-It, the 
world’s first self-sticking rolling paper. 

Instead of a glued edge that you wet 
with a lick, each leaf of Stik-It paper has a 
gummed strip along one edge, covered by 
an easy peel-off band. 

Roll, peel, press-to-seal. That's it. 

Stik-It sticks without a lick. It also stays 
stuck, when you roll it, pocket it, pass it, 
put it down, pick it up, or smoke it. 

Ask for Stik-It. Try it. You'll think it’s 


fantastik. 
stik-it: 


DON'T LICK IT: STIK-IT © 1978 robert burton associates, 
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The PEOPLES’ CHOICE 


Using a unique 
process called 
“isomerization,”’ the 
'so-2 machine lets 
you make organic 
dyes, herbal teas, 
lettuce opium, aromas 
for incense, soap and 
candles, PLUS turn 
backyard bunk and 
homegrown stash into 
dynamite smoking 
experiences. 


‘SAFETY NOTE! 
The process of Isomeriza- 
tion utilizes substances 
Which may be toxic or 
explosive. The Is0-2 is 
designed to eliminate these 
dangers. tis a 
scientifically engineered. 
self-contained, electrical 
appliance. Don’t be fooled 
into taking a chance with 
cheap kits and copies. 
There is no faster and 
sater way. Stove top 
devices are DANGEROUS! 


VA 


Gary, 


Selected by popular concensus, the ISO-2 has been acclaimed for its easy and safe opera- 
tion, its scientific engineering, quality construction and its truly amazing results. 

After three years of successful marketing, the ISO-2 people can now offer this amazing 
machine at a new “people” price. 


The 150-2 Filtration System 
ts the ideal way to bring 
your oils up to the purest 
larity and potency 
obtainable. There 15 
nothing like it on the 
market today! 


Waming— Increasing the 

certain plant materials mi 
your state and local laws. 
the law, not breaking it. 


will get you the ISO-2 (yes, our anniversary sale had to come 
to an end) but, if you order the Filtration Kit too, (sold 
separately at $39.95) there's an additional savings. 


YOU CAN HAVE BOTH FOR $129.50! 


THAI POWER, INC., Drawer “T’’, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 


O Send me both @ $129.50 (Cashiers Check or M.O.—no personal checks) 

G Send me ISO-2 @$99.50 ea. 

O Send me 180-2 Filtration Kits @ $39.95 ea. (+ $2.00 ship/hand). 

O Enclosed is $10.00 deposit, balance $89.50 C.0.D. (+ $2.00 ship/hand). Deposit not returned if C.0.D. refused. 
Total enclosed (Calif. residents add 6% tax). 

0 BAVISA 


Interbank Wo, 


us 


Charge to my ) Master Charge 


PRINT CLEARLY i : 
ca 

Name ee, 

Address SiS 


City. 


No orders shipped outside US.A 


SPECIAL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
purchased by mall directly {rom Thal 
Power you can try the Iso-2 In your home 
for 40 full days. If not completely delighted 
‘and 100% satisfied, return In original condi: 
tion for immediate refund—no nonsense — 


State. no excuses, complete refund immediately. 


Morning Glorified 


Q: They say you can get high on morning- 
glory seeds, but any time I've ever tried 
them—only when I was completely out of 
dope-I've just gotten sick. Are they 
sprayed with something to make you 
sick? —Ann B., Wiscasset, Me. 


A: Some commercial varieties of morning 
glory are in fact sprayed to discourage 
folks from eating them, but if you soak 
them for a half-hour in warm water and 
strain them through filter paper, that will 
take care of the noxious chemicals 

But you're still likely to get sick if you 
eat raw seeds, or if you do get high it will 
most likely be a nasty experience, thanks 
to other natural alkaloids besides the 
lysergic acid amides in them. To extract 
the best high from morning glory, grind 
100 grams of seeds in a blender until you 
get a fine yellow mash dotted with seed 
hulls. Soak the mash two days in lighter 
fluid, and then strain it through a paper 
coffee filter ina funnel. Dry the strained 
mash—maybe with a blow-dryer—and 
soak it in 100 ce wood (methyl) alcohol 
for two more days. Strain this through 
another filtered funnel, and save the clear 
liquid extract, But soak the unfiltered 
mash residue two more days in wood 
alcohol, filter it again, and save the 
tract. Combine the two filtered extracts in 
a flat glass baking dish, set it in a dark 
spot, and let it evaporate entirely. A 
yellow gum will be left coating the dish; 
you scrape this up, rub flour into it until 
it’s not sticky, and trip out on it. There 
should be enough for three good long 
acid-style trips. 


“Traveler’s Trots” Beaten 


Tll be headed for India shortly to 
finalize an import-export transaction. 
Previous trips have taught me that self- 
administering massive doses of penicillin, 
and even tetracycline, really doesn't seem 
to ward off the dreaded “Delhi Belly,” 
which involves intense diarrhea and mis- 
ery. Do you folks know of anything effec- 
tive?—Missouri Myle, Kansas City, Mo. 


A: You ought to score some doxcycline, a 
little-used antibiotic that has been shown 
to have special effectiveness against dys- 
entery, Baltimore researchers first tested 
it out on Peace Corps volunteers in 
Kenya, and it worked like a charm: 


Smugglers and other globe-trotters who 
then picked up on the drug report that it’s 
very effective against Mexico's “Monte- 
zuma’s Revenge” and many of the most 
g stornach maladies of South 
, Africa and Asia. 


Pot in Pregnancy 


Q: I'm two months pregnant with my 
second baby, and I've found that grass 
really helps a lot with morning sickness, 
but now I've heard that it might cause 
birth defects. It didn’t hurt my first kid 
any, though. What do you know about 
it? —Mandy C., Crary Mills, N.Y. 


A: All research on grass so far suggests 
that it just doesn’t have any teratogenic 
(fetus-deforming) properties whatsoever. 
The trouble is, there hasn't been nearly as 
much grass-and-pregnancy research 
done as the subject deserves. If it helps 
counteract nausea in early term, the ben- 
efits for the mother would certainly seem 
to outweigh whatever little danger it 
might present to the fetus. 

However, birth defects seem to be 
caused by the combined effect of a lot of 
different things (and especially by alco- 
hol, which causes more birth defects in 
this country than any other single sub- 
stance). Doctors urge that a pregnant 
woman should be very careful of any- 
thing she takes into her body, particularly 
in the first three months, when the rapidly 
developing fetus is most susceptible to 
harm, Since this is also the period when 
morning sickness typically occurs, preg- 
nant women ought to take all this into 
consideration 

After the first three months, of course, 
grass would certainly be a better way of 
getting high than anything else, except 
maybe LSD-which was proven in our 
study to have no teratogenic properties. 


Heated Reefer Is Hot Stuff 


Will heating low-grade grass at 200- 
in an oven increase its potency? 
—].G., western Pennsylvania 


A: Baking or roasting mediocre grass 
apparently will greatly enhance its ston- 
ifying properties by releasing a lot of 
turn-on cannabinols and eliminating 
some of the high-inhibiting substances. 
Islamic people traditionally roast their 
qunnab in ovens at around 200°, until the 
resin seeps out of it; they allow it to cool 
and rub it together into a sort of paste, 
then dry it out and smoke it. The result is 
a high about halfway between ordinary 
grass and top-shelf hashish 


Questions on all topics will be considered 
for “Adviser,” including all highs, health, 
sex, law, science, technology, music, et 
Only those of most interest can be an- 
swered. Please be specific. Anonymous 
queries are accepted. @ 


ive Mouthpiece — not 


contoured for true comfort, 


for simple maintenance 
Detacha J ox—ottache: 
securely or may (be used separately 
—traps 
unlit particles for easy recovery 
angle Stash Catch—adjusts for 
simple return of bowl overload. 

Each Clingoniscorefullyhandcrafted 
of durable, esthetically superior plex 
glass, Individually tested and made t 
fast, Clingon's provide hits as tasty on 
pure as the substance you're toking. 
Each Clingon bong includes one hit & 
party bowls with detachable poker. 

‘Our guarantee is simple; IF diss 
fied with your Clingon for any reason, 
return it within 30 days foro full refund. 


Videosex: Home-Blown Movies 
by Deborah Friedman 


h the advent of cheap home- 
video recorders and cameras, 
video is bigger than ever And at 


last, instant replay has come out of the 
living room and into the bedroom. 

Video is a powerful prop. It's an elec- 
tronic fetish. A natural reflection of a 
culture and time where people need sex- 
ual accessories to really feel satisfied, 
because everything is so ephemeral now. 
We need tos 's proof that it 


sion age, the rep! somes the major 
stimulant, instead of the act itself. 

Dealers, the vanguard of new invest- 
ment opportunities and kinkiness, have 
been putting their cash stash in video 
tems for quite a while, Maybe as a 
result, people all over America are video- 
taping their sex acts. Everyone—not just 
those with big bucks—is tuning in to the 
new sex craze! 

Video entrepreneurs have | 
small, private videosexual servic 
panies. These companies have mi 
roomed all around the USA during the 
past year, If self-video isn’t exciting 
enough for you, maybe you prefer varia- 
tions of camera shots and angles or simply 
desire a professional on the premises; 
these companies provide upon request a 
male or female cameraperson to as 
Don’t worry, discretion is guaranteed. No 
duplications. You keep the only copy. 

Bob S., a West Coast cameraman work- 
ing in legit television for many years, got 
into videosex one night when he had a lot 
of remote equipment at home for a pro- 
duction the next day. He tells it like this: 

“My girl friend and I were very stoned 
that night. The equipment was right there. 
We decided to play around with it, We 
moved it into the bedroom, set it up, took 
off our clothes and started Fooling around 
It was fun! While telling my friends about 
it afterward, 1 discovered that a lot of 
people had been doing it themselves all 
along and were actually interested in it as 
a commercial servic 

Bob now has his own videosexual ser- 
vice company (called Come Again), and 
he is working with a few assistants, I 
asked him why people call him. 

“When people invite me, they're inv 
ing more than the camera. They're also 
inviting a stranger They're inviting all 
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Valery Oisteanu, 


had recorders and cameras in the rooms. 
The hotel was on his way home. I knew a 
hundred others like him. All pragme 
with no time to waste. So, there w. 
nothing else for me to do. It was all set up. 
I've always been the connection. I antici- 
pate the times. | see the link between 
supply and demand. I put them together 

nother dope-dealing videosex freak, and make my profit too.” Her company 

a pioneer, told me why she decided named SINstant Replay. 

to invest in this sort of operation: Is videosex habit-forming? Will it lead 
There was a demand. The first person to other things? I sought out the opinions 
to turn me on to videosex was a Wall of a few analysts/observers on the scene. 
Street investor He took me to a hotel that 


those people who are looking behind the 

mera, and that is part of the turn-on 

Inevitably, I get involved on that simple 
level. It usually leads to more dir 

ticipation.” He is the first to admit that 

spreading the word is no problem. “I don't 
but then, | don't have to, 


On the positive side, 


way to break down self-consciousness. At 
first, people are afraid to look at them- 
selves having sex. The lights have to be 
out. You do it where no one can see you, 
etc. Terrifically liberating to see yourself 
actually having sex. and not be uptight 
You get excited by looking at your own 
sexual power and pleasure, you turn on to 
your own stardom. The monitor becomes 
a third (or fourth) partner in the fun. 

‘There are all kinds of users. The Satur- 
day-night users are basically the suburban 
couple. They have their complete enter 
tainment unit, Rather than going out at the 
end of an evening that consists of watch- 
ing TV and taking Quaaludes, why not 
turn on the Sony Betamax and camera, get 
it on and watch yourself. 

Videosex could prove to be the death of 
porn movies. It's on-the-spot moviemak- 
ing. Of course, being high adds to the 


Video is an electronic 
fetish, an erotic 
extension of the TV age 
in which the replay 
is the major stimulant. 


tic pleasure. You can remove 


voyeur 
yourself. You're no longer watching your- 
Self but a good porno film of two strang- 
ers. This is another part of the turn-on. 

A very popular use of videosex is with 
threesomes. I've seen times when the wife 
is the cinematographer while her husband 
and another woman get it on. Then they 
switch, This is legitimizing the voyeurism. 
You might feel self-conscious standin 
there watching your wife and her best 
friend getting it’on, you might not. But 
when you're behind the camera and you 
have a monitor, it seems totally legitimate. 
You can focus, look real close and not feel 
embarrassed, can get right in there and sex 
whatever you want to see 

I've met some videosex connoiss 
who collect their greatest hits. They 
into heavy sex with a lot of different | 
people, Why collect them? I'd think to | 
capture the experience of a night with 
someone you never really knew. But now 
you can know them again and again. That | 
is the thrill. Collectors can have a library 
of their greatest nights, their greatest or- 


gasms, their greatest orgies. And videosex | Pisaes.rush me ———_—]079 COCAINE CALENDARIS) 

has brightened up the sex lives of coupl Enclosed {s ______________Q) Check _ (1 Money order 

who were relatively happy but had a sex NAME 

life almost nil and perfunctory. Now they ADDRESS 

have been revived. They are getting a new CITY. STATE. ZIP. 

life, a second coming. Please charge to my 0) BankAmericard O Master Charge Ci Visa 
So be a star in your own home. Get Card number: Expiration date. 

those important moments on videotape. Signature: 


The possibilities are limitless! Once agai 
people are saying: turn on and tune in. 
Seeing is believing, isn't it? 


Plaaga allow 2-4 weeks for delivery. Not to be sold where prohibited by I 


The New Secret Weapon: LSD 
by Michael Hollingshead 

Harvard Psychedelic Research 
Project, I found myself standing on a 
diving board approximately 12 feet over 
my friend's Cambridge outdoor pool, 
contemplating my next dive into the 
water. One hour before I had ingested 250 
micrograms of LSD, specifically to test an 
hypothesis that LSD could be used to 
enhance athletic awareness and thus per- 
formance, especially in those sports that 
require precision timing, such as skydiv- 
ing and surfing. 

After 20 minutes of watching the glit- 
tering sunlight dart through the water 
miles below in a kaleidoscope of colors, 
my body seemed to independently spring 
off the board and perform an incredible, 
slow-motion somersault and then land 
perfectly feet first into the pool. During 
the experience I felt time had somehow 
slowed and also that I was in perfect 
control of every nerve and muscle in my 
body, and I realized the enormous poten- 
tial for controlled LSD usage in profes- 
sional sports. 

Two years later, in 1964, while I was 
staying with Timothy Leary and Richard 
Alpert at Millbrook in Duchess County, 
New York, I had an LSD session with Jim 
Arender, the former world-champion 
skydiver with over 1,000 free-falls to his 
credit. During the session we examined 
film footage of his championship perfor- 
mances that I had projected into a large 
mirror to give it a three-dimensional ef- 
fect. He immediately spotted ways in 
which to improve his technique. 

Today, with more people than ever 
involved in amateur and professional 
sports, there is a constant search for new 
training methods. Drug use, or rather drug 
abuse, particularly steroids and ampheta- 
mines, has often been a subject of Olym- 
pic controversy, but LSD might be 
accepted because it does not give any 
physical advantage to the user; it only 
affects one's state of mind. Furthermore, 
once in the body, it is virtually impossible 
to detect since individual dosages are 
measured in millionths of a gram, no 
larger than a speck of dust. 

Lysergic Acid Diethylamide (LSD) is a 
semisynthetic drug derived from ergot, a 


ne late morning in July 1962, while 1 
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LSD would be ideal for our Olympic team because 
it does not give any physical advantage to the user; 
and it is virtually impossible to detect in the body. 


D. the molecule of champions. 


fungus that grows on rye or wheat. A 
standard dose is about 100 micrograms for 
a person of average weight, and the action 


of the drug lasts from between 8 to 12 
hours. During an LSD session most people 
experience dramatic changes in percep- 


tion together with a whole range of 
chological changes, sometimes pleasant, 
sometimes unpleasant. There is no evi- 
dence that LSD is physiologically danger- 
ous or that it presents a hazard to bodily 
health. Although each person taking it 
experiences the drug differently, there are 
nonetheless certain factors of the experi- 
ence that are common to all. For instanc 
one of the most frequently reported expe 
riences is a heightened awareness of one’ 
body, a physical sensation of exquisite 
lightness and airiness combined with a 
wonderfully keen perception of time and 
space. And most users talk of a “sense of 
timelessness,” a feeling that they are out- 
side of or beyond time. 

‘There is in addition some new scientifi 
evidence demonstrating that LSD stimu- 
lates the reticular activating system 
(RAS), a bit of tissue in the midbrain 
about the size of your little finger. RAS is 
that part of the brain that controls our 
ability to think, to learn and to act. Signif- 
icantly, it also tempers and refines our 
muscular activity and bodily movement 
in ways that make it possible for the body 
to function in harmony with the physical 
world, 


under the influence of LSD. It was my 

experience that my sense of time had 
indeed altered, and I found that I could 
more easily develop dives that necessitat- 
ed split-second movements. It was not 


pis: done quite a bit of high diving 


Steve Cooper 


that time had actually slowed down; only 
my perception of time had changed, and | 
was able to utilize this change to gain 
greater control of my movements in the 
air. I also tested my hypothesis in other 
athletic areas, in waterskiing, high jump- 
ing, surfing and bowling. In each instance 
Tlearned something new about my tech- 
nique that I was able to apply to improve 
my skill. I have subsequently had confir- 
mation from others, particularly surfers, 
who say that with LSD they were able to 
perfect their technique to the degree of 
being able to surf through the “tunnel” 
of a breaking wave. Also, a number of 
skateboarders have reported that their 
sense of balance, equilibrium and poise is 
better when they're “stoned.” 

Iwas recently discussing LSD and sports 
with Larry Barnes, a New York publisher, 
artist and keen Frisbee enthusiast. I asked 
him what effect he thought LSD had on 
his game. “Providing that the environ- 
ment is conducive to having an enjoyable 
Frisbee toss,” said Barnes, “some rather 
amazing phenomena become readily ap- 
parent,” He claims the following to be 
true. “One: there is no question that a 
more direct link becomes established be- 
tween thought and bodily action. Tw 
considerable psycho-kinetic energy ma- 
nipulates the Frisbee's flight pattern. 
Three: it is also possible to transfer con- 
siderable amounts of ‘bio-cosmic’ energy 
from the Frisbee thrower to the Frisbee 
receiver. And five: if both parties are 
under the influence of LSD, then bio-cos 
mic energy passes between them, dupli- 
cating the phenomenon of Shiva-Shakti 
energy exchange, which we have in- 
stanced in the East when an experienced 
guru can manifest this energy to the stu- 
dent by means of tapping him or her on 
the head with a peacock feather, Or like 
an experience of Samadhi in Zen.” Also 
of interest, according to Larry Barnes, is 
that the Frisbee operates on the same 
principle of motion as flying saucers; the 
greater the spin, the more stable the flight 
path. 

A well-known coach of a famous Ivy 
League football team, having heard of my 
hypothesis, decided to try it out on his 
squad, having nothing to lose because he 
hadn't won more than two games in any 
of the past 12 seasons, Suddenly, however, 
this losing streak was stopped and his 
club registered its first unbeaten season 
ever, crushing its closest opponent by 20 
points. He told me that at first he thought 
of giving LSD to the quarterback, but, ina 
moment of insight precipitated by the 
infusion of some exceptionally fine Thai 
grass, he had the brainwave to give it to 
the field-goal kicker instead. 


The coach's instinct was correct, Under 
the influence of LSD, the player was able 
to control the bio-kinetic energy of the 
ball’s trajectory and velocity and man. 
aged to kick every field goal for additional 
points that entire season. Later, the coach 
confessed that the kicker’s most effective 
plays occurred when he saw “human 
vibrations shimmering on the field,” as he 
then knew that his control of the 
absolute, as also was his increased ability 
to sce holes in the opposing line: indeed 
on several occasions when he was kicking 
for the three-point play; he was able to run 
for a touchdown, 

Application of LSD to organized sports 
requires athletes to undergo some prelim- 
inary training with the drug itself, and 
perhaps for this reason the use of LSD by 
athletes will continue to be minimal. In 
my opinion, no athlete should attempt 
using the drug until he or she has become 
quite familiar with the ways it can affect 
both the body and the mind. However, for 
the seriously interested athlete or coach, | 
would suggest the following schedule as a 
practicable means for introducing the 
drug as an adjunct to sports training, 


all was. 


Seven Steps to Enhanced 
Athletic Awareness 


Session One: Drug-familiarization session 
held in a warm, supportive setting and 
conducted by an experienced LSD 
Expectations—increased _ self-aw 
and a sense of where one has to go in the 
future. 

Session Two: A continuing familiariza- 
tion session, but with time allotted at 
‘peak moments” for simple body-move- 
ment exercises 

Session Three: During this session, the 
athlete should be taken for a long walk, 
preferably either in the country or along a 
deserted beach. 

Session Four: By now the athlete will have 
some idea of both the psychological and 
physiological action of the drug, so that 
part of this session should be devoted to 
showing film footage of various sports, 
including the athlete's own, 

Session Five: This session should be held 
at the sports field or swimming pool or 
training area, so that the athlete can at 
tempt some preliminary training while 
under the effect of the drug. It is advis- 
able, however, that nothing too strenuous 
or ambitious be attempted at this stage. 
Session Six: At this session, the coach 
(who would not be taking LSD) would 
also be present and would provide an 
analysis of the athlete's progress up to the 
present and make suggestions about areas 
of improvement. 

Session Seven: This session would be a 
solo session, that is, the athlete would 
conduct the session entirely on his or her 
own initiative. If successful, the athlete 
would now be able to utilize the drug as 
desired, cach time gaining a greater con- 
trol over mind and body. 


GROW YOUR OWN! 
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A Complete Growing Kit For Cannabis 


Easy @ Low cost ¢ Hydroponics in- 
a-Pot © Use anywhere, any season 
¢ No pumps ® Clone your own 

100% female crops @ A mini 
growing bed in two pop- 

ular sizes ¢ Excellent 

for artificial or sunligh 

¢ Harvest without ever 
transplanting ¢ Self 


plant grew 


tency ® Mobile crop ¢ No crowding aes 


Offer includes reusable hydroponic planter, reusable ceramic Rinse 
hydroponic Rock-of-Ages"; starter samples of two 13 
SUPERJUICE nutrients — SUPERLEAF & SUPERBUD; 

complete easy Instruction Manual, and Complete Guarantee 
(Plant not included.) May also be used for houseplants. 


weeks! 


s 832, 


short day — 
light hours. 


$] 100 
T-SHIRTS $70.4 11%. 
Dazzling 15 color ‘Wing’ design o aio 
your choice of quality cotton/pol si ng: 
colored shirts! All sizes. ceviiaht bouts, 


SUPER JUICE TWINS™ 


The Gourmet Food For Cannabis™ 


(and oar fe Met) 
Best Choice For Growers! 
Dirt Farmers or Hydroponics © Elixirs 
Formulated for Cannabis © pH Sell 
Balancing * Tested and Proven ¢ Plus 
7 Micronutrients @ Each Bottle Makes 
up to 500 Quarts Nutrient © Works Fast 
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SELECT INDUSTRIES 1150 Civic Dr., Dept. 2 
Walnut Creek, CA 94596 
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Enclosed is my check money order* for: i 
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females 
Denser 
foliage 
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leaves. 
Rapid 
growth 
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11.00 ppd 
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‘SIGNATURE 
SUPERLEAF™ 15-5-5 SUPERBUD™ 3-15-§ — 
Two 8 oz purest \ EXPIRATION DATE 
Enough to bring 200 | 850 ' 
cence Pair SOora' 


Liquid concentrates 
"Select Industries 1150 Chic Dr_ Walnut Creek, CA 3596 


IS THAT A 

CALE 
YOU'RE PACKIN’ 
OR ARE YOU 
JUST GLAD 
TO SEE ME? 


This barely concealed tool will tell you how much there is of whatever you're dealing 
with. It’s the Ohaus 750S triple beam scale—rugged, accurate (to one tenth of a gram) 
and affordably priced at $79.95. If you give a dram about such things as scruples (a 
scruple is 1.296 grams and one third of a dram), this scale will let you make those 
important small distinctions. Gives accurate measurements from one tenth of a gram 
to (don’t you wish?) five pounds, two ounces (with optional 707 weight set). 

The Port-a-Beam Carrying case ($19.95) protects your scale investment. It’s made of 
a light weight telephone plastic and won't break. It has built in accommodations for 
optional attachment weights. 


Ohaus 750S triple beam scale . $79.95 
Ohaus 707 attachment 


weight set 18.95 
Ohaus 1650 dial-a-gram scale . 109.95 
*Port-a-beam carrying case... 19.95 
“Easy bagger scoop 8.95, 


*5 pounder extension platform . 7.95 


Send $2.00 for Correct Count's 
twenty page color catalog showing 
our full line of fifty scales and ac-~ 
cessories, Inquiries from wholesal- 
ers and distributors are also wel- 
come. 

Please send money order for fast 
shipment. Personal checks, allow 5 
weeks for delivery, Master Charge 
and VISA, send card number and 
expiration date. We ship C.O.D. 
cash, $1.00 extra 


*manufactured by Correct Count 
Co., Ine.» patents pending 


Correct Count Co. Inc. , 607 State Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 @ (805) 963-3830 


Beware the Media 
Industrial Complex 


by Deanne Stillman 


nyone who has not been in a 
A sensory-deprivation tank for the 
past few years has undoubtedly 
noticed the proliferation of celebrity jour- 
nalism, 1 am not speaking here of the 
journalism of famous writers (whose very 
typewriter ribbons are supposedly 
enshrined at Elaine's) but of the celebra: 
tory oulpourings of rank-and-file scribes 
who hang out in vogue restaurants only 
when someone they're interviewing r 
verses custom and takes them out for 
drinks, 
‘Their brand of journalism is found in 
gossip magazines like People, Us and the 
imitation to end all imitations, In The 


Know (which, alas, could not keep up 
with its predecessors and died). Storie 

like Gardeners,” "Grace Slick’s 
Problem with Alcoholism” and “Sammy 
Davis Looks at the Mob” are the essence: 
of celebrity magazines. Recently, howev- 
er, celebrity journalism has crept, like 
pernicious anemia, into magazines that 
are supposedly purveyors of news and 
has siphoned off much of their vitality 


Newsweek tells its readers 
Steve Martin is not the same 
offstage as onstage, which in 

the world of celebrity-dominated 
news is considered news. 


bu just can’t pick up a periodical any- 
more without reading what Bruce Sprin; 
steen thinks about the Middle East situ 
tion, whether or not Linda Ronstadt voted 
for Proposition 13, what Anwar Sadat 
thinks about New York City, There are 
two big problems with this kind of “writ 
i First of all, it’s not news, it’s confetti. 
Second, since it masquerades as news, it 
serves to divert attention from real news 
and acts only to promote the status quo— 


from Hollywood to Capitol Hill to Cairo, 
‘The trivial becomes important, and the 
important becomes trivial. In the 1950s, 
Dwight Eisenhower warned of the “mili- 
lary-industrial complex” that threatened 
to engulf American culture, In the '60s, 
activists used this phrase to denote the 
interlocking institutions that dominated 
the country. Today, celebrity journalism is 
so intertwined with certain key busines 
es that we should be on the alert for a 
media-industrial complex. 

Consider the stylistic nature of the ce- 
lebrity profile, It makes it seem as if the 
reporter is in on a big secret, has exclusive 
entrée to a glamorous world, and, well, it's 
really too bad you can't be there. The 
interview with the famous person usually 
takes place in a hotel room, a fact the 
author feels compelled to relate, 

“Recently, in his penthouse suite at the 
Sherry-Netherland, Willie Nelson leaned 
back, swigged on his Rolling Rock and 
said 

‘During the tour, 1 sat with Mick and 
Keith in their Holiday Inn room and we 
rapped about the old days 

“Charo chain-smoked as she sat in her 
suite al the Beverly Hills Hotel 
u've probably read sentences like 
that too many times, But the truth is, 1 
made them up: you can make them up, 
too, Make up enough of them and you're 
on your way to being a celebrity jour- 
nalist—or at least a stringer for People 
magazine, 


nother thing celebrity profiles make 

a point of reporting is “what Raquel 

Welch is really like.” This is partly 
to fulfill the readership’s perpetual de- 
mand to know “what Raquel Welch is 
really like.” But it is also because there 
exists in this genre an attitude that the 
star's life must be explained, with a dash 
of irony and a sprinkling of tragedy, bo- 
cause therein lurks the mysterious reason 
for the star's success. For example, in a 
Newsweek profile of Steve Martin, his 
mother confessed to the reporter, “I'm so 
afraid people will think he's a show-off, 
He's never been that way in his personal 
life. I've never even heard him use a 
four-letter word. He's just real quiet like 
me.” 

What this quote tells the reader is that 
Steve is actually not the same offstage as 
he is onstage-which, in the world of 
celebrity-dominated “news,” is actually 
considered news! (If you thought he was 
the same both onstage and offstage, you 
should probably take a course in “Per- 
ceptions of Reality: What Television Has 
Done to the Mind.”) The quote adds 
nothing to our understanding of Steve 
Martin's appeal or how he represents a 
certain trend in comedy. It really tells us 
more about his mother, a subject of inter- 
est to no one, except possibly Steve Mar- 
tin’s father. 

Still, for perceptive celebrity reportage 
(most likely a contradiction in terms) 


perhaps the new, improved Esquire is 
unrivaled, There was its profile of “To 
morrow” host Tom Snyder, for instance, 
in which his ex-wife was awarded one 
entire column-inch for this insightful de- 
scription: “The way he used to unwind 
from all of it was to come home, go 
directly to the garage and run around for 
hours playing with his toy trains.” How 
Tom Snyder unwinds after a couple of 
hours in front of the relentless red light is 
indeed one of the great mysteries of our 
ime, and many of us are forever indebted 
to Esquire for clearing the air. Not to be 
overlooked, however, is the far superior 
Esquire profile of Clint Eastwood, which 
revealed that ol Dirty Harry is well liked 
by the people who work for his produc 

tion company-lest you think a) they fear 
and loathe him, b) they have mixed feel 

ings about him, or ¢) he's really just like 
the parts he plays, 

Recently there have been several ar- 
ticles about America’s supposed swing to 
the right. If indeed there has been such a 
swing (and it seems unlikely, considering 
the fact that the media now views “The 
New Right” as news, just as “The New 
Left” was news during the ‘60s), the pro- 
liferation of celebrity journalism could 
only have obscured it and made it vir 
tually unnoticeable. The same holds true 
for any other ideas attempting to flourish 
in the current atmosphere: they are im 
mediately rendered frivolous by the 
media's preoccupation with the famous, 
unless a famous person is associated with 
the iclea (in which case the thing be 
just another flash in the pan). 

‘This is what the media-industrial com- 
plex has done, The status quo, as always, 
is supported by the press, in particular the 
celebrity press, which, of course, has a 
vested interest in the popularity of, say 
John Denver, John Davidson or even John 
Ehrlichman, Just once I'd like to pick up a 
magazine and not be assaulted by a piece 
of ephemera about this month’s celebrity 
guru, last week's star farmer, next week's | 
famous comedian or last year’s dead 
famous comedian, 

But until that happens, until celebrity 
journalists realize that they function as 
nothing more than an army of Rona Bar- 
retts, we can look forward to more of the 
same, How can we inoculate ourselves 
against this spreading epidemic of silly 
reportage? Don't write your congressional 
representative, don't write letters to edi- 
tors—you'll only contribute to the prob- 
lem. Rather, refuse to discuss celebrities 
whenever the subject comes up. Assume 
that every celebrity profile you read, even 
the ones that “expose” the subject, exist 
only to promote the entertainment in: 
dustry. Don't patronize restaurants with 
food named after celebrities. However, if 
you simply must drink in the words of 
People magazine, perhaps before doing so 
youshould put the magazine inside 
those handy, shelf-size pyramids: at least 
the copy is guaranteed to get sharper. @ 
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THE AUTOMATIC IS HERE! 


SMOKELESS, POCKET-SIZED, LOADS & 
LIGHTS ITSELF & STORES 100 HITS! 
OVER 10,000 USERS KNOW IT REALLY WORKS. 


The Automatic System has been designed and manufactured to simplfy your smoking 
The unique styling incorporates everything for a powerful, quick hit: a smoking bowl, 
plugin stash holder and lighter. All are designed and precision engineered to function 
in a piece of flawiess, hand finished walnut with solid brass moving parts. And it 
delivers a hit that will tighten the elastic on your shorts! First, clean your grass, then 
load it into the stash cartridge. Plug the cartridge back into the base. Here's the system! 
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(A) Hold the Automatic in your left hand, thumb and index finger on the brass discs. 
The smoking bow! is inside, between the discs. 
(B) With your right hand, rotate the Automatic upward. It moves easily while the left 


hand holds the bowl in place. The stash cartridge loads the bow! intemally with no spill 
or waste. 

(€) Now, rotate back down for smoking. An indicator line shows the bowl is in the 
“eady" position. Strike the lighter, put the mouth piece to your lips. 

(D) Now take one or two quick puffs to draw the flame into the “fire hold” to ignite 
the grass, then lift your finger from the lighter. Inhale and enjoy! 
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. 

Since the Automatic is smokeless between 

hits, there's no waste. The bowl smokes 

‘only when you do and each bow! full 

delivers about 4 hits. When finished, 

empty the bowl, re-load, and do it 

again. The ashes can't be accidentally 

spilled. High efficiency means little resin 
build-up and no screens to replace. 


MAILTO: ©. BOX 264 — CLAYTON, CALIFORNIA — 94517 
Please send Cashiers Check or Money Order for immediate shipment. 
Enclosed is $19.95 plus $1.00 for shipping and handling. California residents add 
6% sales tax. Do not send cash 
Send me the “AUTOMATIC HIT” brochure. Enclose a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope 
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Welcome Back, LSD 


by “R,,” Dope Connoisseur 


hat happened to acid? Consumer 
fraud for one thing. In the early 
days, certain committed chemists 


would spend enormous energy and ex- 
acting hours carefully concocting con- 
noisseur-quality, chemically pure LSD. In 
the inspired spirit of the lab they'd drop 
the desired dosage of colorless liquid onto 
colorfully dyed tablets and christen the 
result Purple Haze or Orange Sunshine. 
All ice. Trouble was, less scrupu- 
lous operators looking to expand their 
own bank accounts rather than other 


ly combine c emicals like speed 
and PCP, deposit them on purple or 
orange tablets and peddle it to eager 
consumers as Purple Haze and Or: 
Sunshine. 

Unfortunately, the only way to di 
that one had been conned by such chemi- 
fraud was to suffer through the con- 
sequences in the cerebral cortex. The 
whole thing gave acid a bad name. Mi 
people who didn't know better thought 
the bad trip they were suffering was from 
LSD rather than from such obnoxious 
adulterants as cheap speed. 

How can one describe the bad acid 
experience? There is a special ache, a kind 
of heartburn of the soul that no Mother 
‘Tums could comfort, a spiritual rancidity, 
a vibratory viciousness, that is all the 
more painful when one has been expect- 
ing the mellow bliss of the real thing 
When you've had good acid, there's noth 
ing worse than bad acid. In fact, even if 
you haven't had good acid, there’s nothing 
worse than bad acid. 

Still, in the past few years acid hasn't 
disappeared entirely. It would have taken 
alot of scarching, but some fine chemicals 
could be found by the conscientious con- 
noisseur A selected late ‘70s hit parade of 
these would have to include 

Windowpane—acid-impregnated film 
so highly concentrated and powerful that 
a full dose could be found on a tiny, 
pinhead-size, black speck and was fre- 
quently dropped on the pupil of an eye. 

Mr. Natural-sheets of blotter paper 
covered with tiny figures of the R, Crumb 
cartoon philosopher that were actually 
etched in “ink” made out of an LSD 
solution. 

Invert Acid—purportedly, like “invert 


24 


* the mirror image of the molecular 
structure of the original LSD-25 chemical, 
and known for ils particularly mellow 
inward” high, 

Red Shield, or High Times Calendar 
Acid—a mild but very pure blotter high 
that was photographed for the March 1977 
page of the magazine's calendai 

Purple Bull’s-cye—a fairly widespread 
and reliable West Coast blotter acid con- 
sisting of a purple circle and a dot within, 
the workhors¢ acid of the West Coast cult 

‘The presence of such rare treats has 
prevented acid from disappearing entirely 
and in fact may be inspiring a revival of 
chemical as they 
become more widely available, With in- 
creasing frequency one can hear people 
saying these days, “Gee, | tripped last 
weekend for the first time in years, and it 
was great. I'd forgotten all about how fine 
it could be.” You also hear people ex- 
claiming about the delight of their very 
first trip, Well then, if such a revival is 
indeed in progress and we don't want to 
repeat the disappointments and rip-offs of 
the past, some advice from the dope 
connoisseur is in order 

How does one go about tastin 
Very carefully, | recommend a thr 
process. 


tart with no more than a single lick 
AS It's possible to learn quite a bit about 

the ultimate direction of a tab of acid 
by dissolving the tiniest smidgen on the 
tongue and waiting briefly for that initial 
salivary rush. Crude, speedy acid will 
often reveal itself in such brief encounters 
and save on the heartbreak of sore-L-isis 
that can follow with any further dosage. 
However, it is difficult at times for even a 
veteran acid connoisseur to distinguish 
between the somewhat “speedy,” breath- 
taking, rushy feeling that certain genuine 
acids yield and the raw edge of real speed, 
at least with just one lick 


acid? 
stage 


The ineffable mellow quality of inner 
peace and outer perception on a quarter 
tab of acid is unmatched by any grass. 


Sack Arana 


Which is why, particularly for begin- 
ners, or those who haven't touched acid 
for some time, a second tasting stage is 
advisable: the quarter-tab quest. Yes, a 
("rather than a full trip, because one 


“que 
is still exploring the acid rather than the 


other way around. 

‘The quarter-tab quest will be more than 
merely a quality-control experiment. It's a 
good way to get comfortably reacquaint- 
ed with the chemical. It doesn't require 
the support services of a “trip guide”; and 
best of all, i's a way to avoid the perni- 
cious influence of the Mystique of the Big 
Drop. 

You see, aside from all the bad acid 
around, another key reason many people 
have abandoned tripping or never dared 
lo try it is the macho mystique of “all or 
nothing at all” that surrounds the acid tab, 
‘Too many people feel the only way to do 
acid is to do enough to blow their head 
off, or do none at all. They thereby ignore 
many of the subtle intermediate levels of 
the acid experience and the pleasures 
they provide. It makes people think of the 
acid experience only as an acid test, a 
kind of Russian roulette played with their 
sanily, always a gamble as to. whether 
they'll come back from their trip or not, 
You can even hear former veteran acid 
rippers say they won't touch the stuff 
because they “can’t afford to go throug! 
whole identity crisis again.” 

My advice to such people is that they 
use a quarter tab first, to remind them- 
selves that acid is in many ways still a 
pleasurable and recreational drug, that 
you Gan have fun on it. On a quarter tab 
you can still float around and feel the 
shimmering oceanic benevolence of the 
ground of being buoying you up, without 
going all the way and dissolving yourself 
in it, living a thousand lifetimes in the 
Tibetan Book of the Dead and all that, A 
quarter tab can remind you that acid is 
basically a friendly drug 


11 is interesting to note that there has 
been a downward shift in the preferred 
dosage of even the finest acid in recent 
years, Connoisseut have 
begun to re jandard” 500- 
microgram tab of acid is often unnec 
sarily strong and that most whole tabs 
these days contain only as much pure acid 
as the quarter tabs of the late “60s, Th 
your standard blotter bull's-eye, such as. 
the High Times Calendar Acid, is not 
much more than 100 micrograms strong. 
Aquarter tab of that will give the initiate a 
high of a quantitative intensity not much 
more than a joint of good Thai grass, 
although the ineffable mellow quality of 
inner peace and outer perception is un- 
matchable by any gr 

Only after getting reacquainted in this 
fashion, and thereby thoroughly checking 
out the purity, should you decide whether 
once again you want to enter the third 
stage and go the whole route and take the 
Acid Test. 


hy even consider such a ritual 
now? Is there something more 
than nostalgia at stake? Lasked a 


veteran tripper who somehow has main- 
tained ac supply of the 
finest LSD available why he likes to go all 
out on acid every once in a while, 

“It really gets you back to basics,” he 
said. “The idea of dropping acid always 
used to be to see yourself with the utmost 
honesty of vision, to see whether you 
could feally look yourself in the eye and 
live with what you saw. Now you have a 
lot of people who tripped in the ‘60s but 
who have gone through the ‘70s without 
checking themselves out on the deepest 
level that way. An acid test now will 
reveal to them whether they've been true 
to themselves on that basic level, whether 
after all the confusion and compromi 
of the ‘70s they can still face themselves 
and accept what they"ve become as they 
prepare to enter the ‘BOs, 

“On another level.” he continued, *it’s 
good just to kind of blow out the tubes 
peutically, get back to where you 
belonged. These ‘70s drugs like 
s and coke just make you feel good 
on the surface and never give you access 
to that reservoir of inner good feeling and 
well-being that acid can open. up - 

Of course, we all know by now that it’s 
not the cure-all, the saviour of civ 
the pleasure drug of a million org 
that Dr. Leary (the informer) once boasted 
of. And in additon to the three-stage 
testing, the connoisseur recommends 
some further tions to be taken 
before the final lift-off—a sheltered, com- 
fortable setting: pathetic friend with 
time on his or her hands to spend watch- 
ing over you as your ego dies and is born 
again; some niacinamide and, 
Valium, handy for smoothing the d 
and a whole day without arduous respon- 
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DEA “Witch Hunters” Condemned 


Colombia Considers Legitimizing $3-Billion Smuggling Trade 


by Segundo Sombra 


per ye 


well be “institutionalized” in. the 
decriminalization of marijua 

These recommendations 
in La Guajira since the election of President Juli 


otosent—The combined total of all Colombian smuggling profits now approaches $3 billion 
hile legal exports out of the country totaled only $2.3 billion in 1977. These stat 
some very eminent Colombian figures to suggest that the incredibly profitable dope mark 
tar future, beginning, as in the United States, with the 


ies have led 
at very 


ave coincided with a virtual cessation of the American-backed “dope war” 


Cesar Turbay Ayalo, who has openly expressed 


determination to work with the fluent new “emerging class” in Colombia, mainly retired dope 
smugglers who have diversified into prosperous legitimate businesses. 


For months now, highly placed officials in the 
National Association of Financial Institutuions 
(ANIE) have been quietly agitating foran 
nation in depth” of the unrealistic Colombian pot 
laws. ANIF spokesman Jaime Cordoba Zuloaga 
has bluntly charged the American Carter admin- 
istration with pursuing a “double morality” of 
tolerating grass internally while pressuring, grass- 
export countries, through the Drug Enforcement 
Administration, to wipe it out. ANIF president 
Emesto Samper Pizano alleges that the DI 
“North American ager Tike the “witeh 
hunters of the McCarthy era.” Says the influential 
Bogota financier, “The unilateral imposition of 
the policies of human rights and the repression of 
the drug traffic has become a new and subtle form 
of USS, intervention abroad, particularly in the 
Latin American countries.” ANIF is calling, for the 
legal separation of grass from oth 
dope and for an “agreement” about it between 
Colombia and the US. 

Most promising of all, though, the Bogota daily 


El Tiempo—equivalent in establish ment respect to 
America’s New York Times—recently editorial- 
about the dope trade: “Every day it becomes 
ifficult and less convincing, to talk af this 
as a ‘clandestine’ or ‘illegal’ force 
The formidable power of this business has been 
able to penetrate, corrupt and subvert the whole 
internal structure of the state.” Even if the US. 
were to send in “hundreds of secret agents” to 
carry out its “proposed bombing with defoliants,” 
El Tiempo seriously wonelers “what real interests 
‘exists in puttin if it were possible—to an 
activity that means multi-mili 
foreign currency here, providing a stimulus to 
different areas of the ecomomy,” 

Respected Colombian political writer Enrique 
Santos Calderon predicts that the progressive 
institutionalizati the contraband industry 
will also be conducive to the quelling of “La 
Violencia”—the sordid Colombian tradition of 
continual violence in political and private life, 
mainly caused by the country’s chronically shaky 
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economy, While the first gener 
traders were necessarily violent—they were op- 
posed by DEA-guided “dope war” paramilitary 
campaigns—Santos Calderon predicts that “the 
next will be part of all the social clubs, their sons 
will study in foreign countries, and the money 
will go to Switzerland. They will become an 
integral and respectable part of society.” 

The winding down of the much touted “dope 
war” is evident from simple statistics, At the 
height of the American-inspired hostilities in 
1975, 1,898 people were busted for dope in 
Colombia, inclu 3 foreigners; whereas only 
409 have been busted so far this year, including 13, 
oreigners, four of whom flew out of the Rio 
Hacha jail in the break of the century last spring. 


Narcs Drive Many Florida Smugglers to Georgia 


nkUNsivick, GtoRciA—The virtual militarization of 
the southern Florida coastline by the federal 
government has caused dope smugglers to divert 
the current Colombian grass harvest to the Geor- 
gia coast. In response, hard-pressed Drug En- 

istration (DEA) agents are 
civilian “intel 


fishermen, marina operators and local folks, 
ested in becoming snitches. They’re told to keep a 
special lookout for nighttime concentrations of 
trucks near shores and riverbanks; rented vans 
and out-of-st od 
to be promising. indications of smuggler activity 

However, Georgia's 600 miles of wonderfully 
irregular coastline have already been thoroughly 
reconnoitered, authorities privately Fear, by top- 
notch professional smugglers, In neatly: every 
respect, the area is even more ideal than southern 
Horida’ tor contraband traffic: The island-clus- 
tered estuaries of the Savannah, Ogeechee, Al- 
tamaha and St. Marys rivers provide splendid 


c license plates are also consi 


‘lynn County PO. 


Tons of Guajira gold are moving in through Georgia's 
igssao puzzle of tidal islands, 


off-loading sites; deep creeks, pertect for shallow- 
bottomed smugler craft, are navigable for as fa 


6 50 miles inland at high tide, 
Moreover, Georgia's long, established shrimp- 
ing industry provides a natural cover for pot 
smuggling. Georgia's 534 registered. shrimping, 
cd out of the coastal rivers at all 
hours of the day and night; they typically off-load 
at private docks fa rented trucks and 
vans with out-of-state plates, All this amounts to a 
major headache for understaffed Georgia federal 
To compound the matter, because of the current 
depression in the shrimping business, deeply 
indebted shrimper skippers are-n 
ceptible to “rental” sums offered by smugglers— 
Lup to $150,000 per craft per voyage: 

Officials say they expect to bust 
dented amount of dope off Get 
any case. The superiority af Georg 
asa smuggler coast is bound to attract numerous 

eurs 10 the area, accounting for regular 10- 
ton falls, while the pros run the bulk of the 
harvest through 


jously sus 


an unprece- 
this year in 
ver Florida 


detected, 


NORM Plans International Unity 


uNrteD Narions—The National Organization for 
the Reform of Marijuana Laws (NORML) is 
spearheading an intense drive to unite the world’s 
pot-reform groups into one cohesive unit capable 
‘of lobbying for needed cannabis reform at the 
United Nations. 

Although still in its infant stages, the Interna- 
tional Cannabis Alliance for Reform (ICAR) will 
soon set up shop along with other international 
lobbying groups. ICAR will join the U.N’s Alli- 
ance of Nongovernmental Organizations in an 
attempt to convince the world’s legislators to drop 
the ULN. Single Convention Treaty of 1961, which 
outlaws the sale and possession of marijuana. 

NORML's Pennsyl vania director, Reverend Bill 
Dean, will coordinate ICAR activities from P' 
delphia until funds are available for a full-time 
UN. office. Dean hopes to unite marijuana re- 
form groups in Canada, Britain, Germany, Hol- 
land and Australia 

“ICAR will attempt to do more than just lobby 
for marijuana reform,” said Dean after his first 
meeting here with other Nongovernment Ory 
nization members such as Amnesty International, 
the International Association of Police Chiefs, the 
Salvation Army and INTERPOL. “We will deal 
with the plight of international pot prisoners, try 
to limit the scope of the DEA around the world 
and provide nations with research on marijuana. 

“1 don't think ICAR will have any problems 
showing that DEA’s worldwide scope has been 
extended too far. There is a growing international 
resentment towards the DEA. Countries who eater 
to DEA are now faced with police forces whose 
attitudes reflect DEA thinking,” 
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by A. Craig Copetas 

Dean names the U.N’s powerful World Health. 
Organization as ICAR’s initial target for reform. If 
the all-important WHO can be convinced to 
change its position concerning, marijuana, says 
Dean, then the rest of the Single Convention 
signators will follow suit 

Dean, who has acted as NORML’s Pennsylva- 
nia coordinator for the past five years, has already 
traveled to England to drum up support for the 
international group and has so far met with no 


opposition from the number of diverse groups 
working for marijuana legalization and cultiva- 
tion around the world. 

ICAR has already applied for U.N. observer 
status with the Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice Alliance of Nongovernmental Organiza- 
tions and hopes to begin full lobbying sometime 
this year. Any group or individual interested in 
joining ICAR, write Rev. Bill Dean c/o NORML 
601 Locust Walk, Philadelphia, Pa, 19107. 


Single Convention Treaty: 


Last Obstacle to Global Legalization 


Often cited as the sole obstacle in the way of 
lobal marijuana cultivation and distribution, the 


U 
Narcotics of 1961 is a 17-page document shi 
with mysterious legal and political innue 
brainchild of the late Harry J. Anslingee, h 
the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs, 
the Single Co non Narcotics laid the 
foundation for today’s domestic marijuana laws 
and paved the way for the U.S, Drug Enforcement 
Administration to intervene into the politics of 
every marijuana or coca producing country in the 
‘Third World. 

The treaty was initiated in 1958 when the 
US.controlled Economic and Social Council of 
the U.N, decided that one comprehensive treaty 
fon drugs should replace existing multilateral 
agreements, The U.S., knowing that it would be 
easier the politics of other 
countries if there were one treaty concerning itself 
with one emotional issue, put heavy pressure on 
other nations to adhere to the document, A total of 
73 nations signed the treaty between 
and March 25 of 1961, 

The US, went to great lengths to insure that 


J Nations Single Convention Treaty on 
iusled 


nuary 24 


“manufacture of drugs” included “all processes by 
which drugs may be oblained and includes refin- 
ing as well as the transformation of drugs into 
other drugs,” thus giving narcotics agents carte 
blanche into overseeing the production of vir- 
tually all pharmaceutical drugs produced 
throughout the world. 

Member nations were allowed to horde "special 
stocks,” treasure troves of drugs used for special 

vernment purposes or to meet erceptional 
cumstances.” And exceptional circumstances 
could be defined by the government holeling the 
drugs. 

The World Health Organiza 
Fired to administer the treaty, including the au- 
thority to delete a drug from the illegal schedule. 

mber commission was also constituted 
sider all matters pertaining to the aims of 
nvention. The treaty states that these people 
were to "command general confidence, compe: 
tence, impartiality and disinterestedness” in the 
consumption or manutacture of drugs, This board 
ts every year in Switeerland and includes 
parties well connected to the use and manufacture 
of drugs. 


was autho 


U.S. Wanted to Paraquat 
Colombia in’77 


wastincros, p.¢—The Carter administration lied 
when it said the US. had never pressured the 
Colombia government to spray grass with para 
quat, according to a State Department memo 
recently obtained by the National Organization 
for the Reform of Marijuana Laws. NORML has 
released the memo, signed by State Department 


officer Cesar Bernal, showing that the U.S. 
strongly urged Colombian officials to spray the 
Guajiran dope fields with “gramaxone”—a Euro- 
pean designation for paraquat—in July 197. This 
‘occurred several months after NORML and Sena- 
tor Charles Percy had advised the government 
‘quatcainted Mexican was being sold in the US. 


Pt 
DEA narcs raided a speed lab operating out ofa mobi 


a 
home in Cave Creek, Arizona—they grabbed five pounds 
of methamphetamine, a large amount of precursor chemicals and a number of impressive guns, 


DEA Statistics Place Pot as #3 Business in U.S. 


wastuncron—The US. Drug Enforcement Ad- 
ministration (DEA) estimates that marijuana has 
become the third biggest business in the US, 
trailing behind only General Motors andthe 
Exxon Corporation in annual dollar volume. The 
DEA made the claim in its Summary of Achieve- 

-eport for the first half of 


ments, the annual bust 
1978, 

DEA estimates that American pot smokers 
currently spend about $48 billion a year to import, 
distribute and purchase marijuana, The House 
Select Commitice on Narcotics, a group that 
would like to see the DEA get more money (the 
current DEA budget is $280 million a year), 
further estimated that the U.S. exports "more 
annual cash for marijuana than for Toyota cars, 


Japanese television sets and imported footwear 
combined 

Although overall drug-related arrests were 
down over the first half of 1977, marijuana 
seizures jumped nearly 50 percent over 1977 
figures. Some 5,293 DEA-initiated and DEA-task- 
force-assisted arrests were made in the U.S. and 
abroad during the first half of 197% 
foreign arrests were made primar 
and Bolivia, where new jails are being built to 


move small quantities of marijuana and co 
northward. Remember DEA figures only repre~ 
sent busts in which the DEA played a major role 


and do not include busts made by Customs, the 
Coast Guard or state and local narcotics agents. 


There was 451 pounds of cocaine busted in the 
US. during that time, Foreign coke seizures were 
at an all-time high of 2,110 pounds 

Global DEA pot caches netted 1,317,246 pounds 
through June 1978. Yet federal stateside busts 
comprised a are 539,000 pounds, small when one 
considers. that some 
consumed in the US. daily 

There was 87 pounds of hashish, always a 
favorite, busted entering the U.S, while 63,320 
pounds was popped overseas 

Although these figures may seem astronomical, 
no new overall seizure records were set during 
1978, The single largest DEA bust of 1978. oc- 
curred in Colombia, where 1,148,000 pounds of 
‘marijuana was confiscated in one fell swoop. 


US. Fosters Coca Growth, 

Bolivia Charges 
‘cau, covomata—At the first Latin American Con- 
ress of Mass Communication for Crime Detec- 
tion here, Bolivian delegate Viclor Duran Vargas 
accused U.S. citizens of pushing coca production 
in Bolivia. An attomey for the Ministries of Justice 
and the Interior in Bolivia, Duran Vargas charged 
that North Americans exploit the ignorance and 
poverty of Bolivian Indian peasants to encourage 
them to overproduce coca, and later finance the 
processing of cocaine in secret laboratories. Duran 
noted that, according to certain “specialized pub- 
Fieations” coke consumption “reaches impressive 
levels in the U.S,” with over five million regular 
users there. He admitted that several Bolivian 
governments have sought to salve this problem 
without significant results. 


was found 17 m 


A capsized pot boat is towed to the Mayport, Florida, dock by the Coast Guand cutter Point Roberts. The bout 
offshore, floating amid some 100 bales of grass, with nobosy aboard to take the rap. 


Colombian Dope 


nocora—Former Colombian Interior Minister Ra- 
facl Pardo Buelvas, responsible for overseeing 
internal security and alleged to be involved in the 
‘export of multiton shiploads of marijuana, was 
assaccinated 

Two men dressed in soldiers’ uniforms called at 
Pardo’s home in the north of the city, told a maid 
that they had to talk to the ex-minister about 
security matters of great urgency, walked into the 
bathroom and pumped five rounds into: Pardo, 
who was shaving at the time. 


his bathroom. 


Figure Assassinated 


A Colombian guerrilla group known as M-19 
laimed responsibility for slaying the 50-year-old 
Pardo. As Interior minister in the Lopez Michel- 
sen administration, Pardo was responsible for 
security during the nationwide strike to protest 
the rise in the cost of living, 

Sources here indicated that Pardo, a close Friend 
of former president Lopez Michelsen, helped in 
the export of marijuana by flexing his administra- 
tive authority in the rugged northern areas where 
most of the country’s marijuana is grown, 


Retiree’s Vigilant 


ite Scheme 


Doused by Fla. Narcs 


sscasonvitit, FLoniDA—The local DEA has turned 
down the proposal of a former U.S. Customs 
agent that would have created a private squad of 
senior-citizen smuggler spotters to sniff out drug, 
traffic along the Florida mainland. Robert M, 
Weeks proposed enlistinga small army of retirees, 
who hang out at the shore a lot, to call in any 
suspicious maritime activity they observe to a 
central “combat information center” to alert au- 
thorities. “We're the biggest [narcotics] import 
slate in the country,” Weeks points out indignant- 
ly. The DEA and Florida fuzz are ineffective at 
‘stemming the dope trade, he claims, only because 
“they're too lazy.” 

Official reaction to Weeks's proposal has been 
lukewarm at best. The regional DEA head, Bob 


Grinley, rejected Weeks’s plan, pointing out that 
persons who go out of their way to observe 
jing operations might very likely be mur- 
dered by the smugglers. In any case, Grinley says, 
“Most smugglers don’t use a place the average 
citizen is going to be. Also, the average citizen isn’t 
too concerned about marijuana smuggling.” Most 
big smuggling busts, says Grinley, grow out of 
tips from undercover DEA nares in South Ameri- 
a, rather than from civilian spottings. 

Robert Weeks has reacted to this official wet 
blanketing with a perceptible sobemess, 
ing his civic-center speeches and letter w: 
state officials. “If I get the feeling everyone in the 
state's watching me,” he says cryptically, “I'l quiet 
down.” 
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Big Island Pot Raid Grounded When 


Narc Copter 
Explodes 


uno, Hawau—The seasonal state and federal 
marijuana-eradication campaign, dubbed 
“Operation Green Harvest” this year, was severely 
hampered when Honolulu nares blew up their 
sole helicopter during a raid on the rural Ainaloa 
subdivision near here. Although authorities tried 
to keep a tight new lid on the whole project, the 
accounts of numerous eyewitnesses forced a de- 
tailed admission of the copter misadventure, 

The state narcs were using their Hughes 290-C 
combat copter to transport loads of hand-harvest- 
ed Puna butter out of the inaccessible mountain 
pasture, it seems, when on descent a magazine of 
ammunition on the craft's underside unaccount- 
ably caught fire. The two agents aboard managed 
to pile out seconds before the entire copter ex- 
ploded; the resulting 200-acre grass fire raged for 
eight hours before a rainstorm quenched it. 

‘After that, by all accounts, Operation Gres 
Harvest pretty much fizzled out. The bi 
single bust was six tons, seized by the Coast Guard 
‘om a 60-foot sloop off Kona. Six men aboard were 
briefly detained and released. Other than that 
seizure, and an unspecified tonnage of Kona gold 
and Puna butter that was randomly hand harves 
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HIGH CRIMES 


6 Narcs Barely Escape Davy Jones's Locker 


Bust Biggest “Mother” of All—112 Tons at Sea 


Troo dhrimpers fll of DEA nares nearly sank forever in Davy Jones's locker pursuing the Hed's 100-plus fons 
of dope, Finally, real mariners on the CGC Sagebrush were called in to nail her. 


‘The biggest “mother ship” grass bust to date—over 
112 tons of primo Colombiano fume aboard the World 
War I-vintage freighter Heidi 160 miles off 
Florida—came down last fall after a half-dozen 
DEA undercover nares nearly drowned them- 
selves attempting to set up a multiton bust buy. 
DEA nares had been deeply involved with the 
operation since its original instigation two months 
earlier, when two 25-year-old Florida men had 
allegedly put up $100,000 and negotiated with 
dope growers in Colombia to off-load a prear- 
ranged quantity of the Heidi’s cargo, 

‘The original DEA scheme was to closely moni- 
tor the Heidi's off-loading, then follow the dope 
through its landing in Florida and its subsequent 
parcelling out to wholesale dealers and distribu- 


(aneeceuaiisra | 

don’t 
travel 

without 


a RADIO 
GUIDE 


A COMPLETE GUIDE 
INDICATING EVERY 
STATION ON YOUR DIAL 
ANYWHERE IN THE USA. 
LISTS: TIME ON THE AIR, 
FORMAT. CALL LETTERS, 
AND FREQ, BY CITY 


Send $3.50 plus 50° 
handling to: Garlean 
Enterprises, P.O. Box 7781 
Naples, Fla. 33940 


32 


tors. The narcs chartered three vessels—two 
shrimp boats and a yacht—to move the grass from 
expedition was plagued with 
disasters from the start. Three hours out, one of 
the shrimpers developed engine trouble and had. 
to return to port. The remaining shrimper’s keel 
seam then cracked, flooding the amateur narco 
crew with four feet of water and endangering the 
boilers, which could have blown in a second. The 
shrimper’s skipper, a professional captain, turned 
on the bilge pumps and commanded everyone 
aboard to man the buckets and bail for their lives. 
‘At that time of the evening, cresting and bottom- 
ing in ten-foot swells, it was impossible to radio 
the Coast Guard for assistance, 

The exhausted cops were saved about five 
hours later, however, when a routine overflight by 
a Coast Guard patrol plane noted the craft's 

iculty and a new pump was dropped on the 
shrimper’s deck by a helicopter. The yacht even- 
tually attempted to tow the shrimper but they 
could only make two knots headway. So after 48, 
hours, twelve hours late for the Heidi rendezvous, 
the feds scrapped the project and called in the 
Coast Guard. The cutter Sugrbruch located the 
Heidi with the help of a Customs plane and next 
day boarded hher and busted her 23 Colombian. 
crew members. The rusty Heidi was impounded 
by Customs at the Talleyrand docks. 

(On the same day as the historic Heidi seizure, 
the Coast Guard cutter Duuntless nailed 20 tons of 


_grass aboard the Venezuelan-registered Rio Chico, 


Guard is supposedly prohibited from boarding. 
foreign vessels in international waters, they bust- 
ed the anchored Rio Chico under the Prohibition- 
era Hovering Vessels Act. The ship had been 
anchored for several days near Muntanilla L 
bright beacon set on a Caribbean reef that has 
‘been the site of numerous “mother ship” smug- 
gling rendezvous. Justifying the busts of her eight 
Colombian crew members, Coast Guard lieuten- 
ant John DeLong explained, “We walk a thin line 
between wanting to stop the drug traffic and 
hharassing the owners of ships who may get their 
boats inspected in every port they enter.” 

@ Twenty tons of smoke in 40-pound plastic- 
wrapped bales was nailed aboard the shrimper 
Tomahawk near a canal-side home in Tybee Island, 
Florida, by county and DEA fuzz. Later, five more 
pounds and two revolvers were found in the 
house, and seven people were busted. Cons from 
the Chatham County Jail helped police untoad the 
Tomahauok. 

‘© Two fisherman reported seeing several burlap- 
covered grass bales floating in the ocean near a 
bridge channel in Cedar Key, Florida, leading the 
Coast Guard to discovery of the deserted pleasure 
craft Way Out on Wreck Bar amid some 209 other 
floating bales. Since the Way Out was already 
overloaded with 300 bales aboard, guardsmen 
suggested that smugglers aboard a sister craft had 
ditched the floating bales when the Way Out went 
ashore and then fled with both crews aboard. 

© David Allen Bodin, 31, says he may appeal his 
conviction for possession of 2,350 marijuana 
plants that cops found growing on his property 
near Lord Ellis Summit, Oregon. Bodin was fined 
$1,000 in Humboldt County Superior Court after 
police spotted the dope plants from a surveillance 
aircraft. Bodin contends he never tended the crop. 
© After brief negotiations 90 miles off the south- 
em Florida shore, two men in a cabin cruiser 
bought three big bales of grass from a 71-foot 
“mother ship” lading 20 tons of it. The mother 
ship, however, turned out to be a utility craft from 
the Coast Guard cutter Steadfast, and the two 
would-be dealers wound up in the slammer. 


350 miles off Lake Worth. Though the Coast 


Taenty tons of 
offlouded from the little Tomahawk shrimper at Tybae Island, Georgia. Customs and Chatham County 
did the evil deed. 


‘chopped nd -Bunoled dope, exh bale sb 


ped with « G 


Although suffering from multiple injuries, a 
‘Colombian pilot managed to escape from a King- 
ston, Jamaica, hospital after sea ditching a plane 
that police say: was carrying 200 pounds of pure 
snort. The plane, a twin-engine Cessna of Ameri- 
can registry, went down in the water off Morant 
Cays for undisclosed reasons. Two passengers 
aboard were killed in the crash, but the pilot was 
rescued by a passing fisherman, who took him to 
Isaac Barrant Hospital in St. Thomas. When police 
subsequently salvaged the toot and two 45s from 
the floating wreck, they busted the pilot in his 
hospital bed and transferred him to a Kingston 
police ward. Days later, on theeve of his 
scheduled appearance in court, he disappeared 
from under the nose of a district constable and is. 
believed to be back in Colombia. 

© A couple from Flushing, Queens, New York, was 
busted on a Miami street corner in possession of 
ine pounds of toot, 

Nosy employees at the Ireland Inn in Fort 
Lauderdale are credited with breaking up one of 
the biggest coke syndicates in southern Florida. 
Seven pounds of snow ten men and over million in 
‘ash went down. It began with an anonymous tip 
tothe inn’s owner-manager that several men who 
would be arriving on a certain day would bear 
watching, So the Ireland staff went on snow alert 
and noted numerous peculiar happenings. “There 
were more Cadillacs around here than I've ever 


COCAINE. CONFIDENTIAL 
Pilot Ditches 200 Pounds of Pure Blow Off Jamaica 


war” int Merion Park, Pennssyloania, that had broken out into shootings and hombi 


seen before,” observed a parking-lot attendant. 
‘The men who were checking in, it seems, pre- 
ferred to print rather than sign their obvious 
pseudonyms, and several arrivals didn’t bother to 
check in at all. One man. was seen toting a huge 
satchel through the lobby. “It was so heavy, he 


© 60,000 Ibs, nailed 70 miles SE, of Miami 
aboard fisher Mu Bell by Coast Guard, 5 busted. 
000 Ibs, aboard 70-foot Ruisw Yorku, docked 
at Riverside Boat Service in Miami, 5 busted by 
Miami and Customs fuzz. 

board 160-foot mother ship Arida, 
cast Guard cutter Sugebrush 350 
miles S.E. of Miami, 15 crew members busted. 
# 18,000 Ibs, on Chincoteague Island, Virginia, 
racoastal waters, in cinder-block outhouse, 9 
isted by DEA and local fuzz. 

© 15,000 Ibs, aboard 55-foot Lucky Lady II, over- 
loaded and aground in Fort Pierce Inlet, Florida, 
nailed by county fuzz, 4 crew members escaped. 


Hit Parade 


Cutting losses seems to be this season’s main concern among wholesate dope importers. A whole lot 
of stray grass bales seem to be washing up on the southern Florida sand, to be harvested soggily by 
whomever is around—the preassigned dealers, or maybe the tipped-off fuzz. This is probably the 
most secure means of intracoastal shipment, but it sure makes for a 


alty spliff 

'#.6,000 Ibs, imported fume nailed during un- 

loading in Fort Lauderdale garage by Broward 

County nares, 2 men busted. 

‘#2100 Ibs, aboard shrimper docking at Edge- 

mont Key, Florida, 10 busted by Pinellas County 

sheriffs. 

50 Ibs, busted by Cuban Coast Guard off 
‘amaguey Province aboard Honduran vessel 

Lucero, 8 Colombians nail 

# 1,000 Ibs, aboard a two-engine Piper Piedmont 

in a field near Quitman, Georgia, 2 chased by 

bloodhounds and busted by county fuzz. 

'# 800 Ibs, nailed by Broward County, Florida, 

SWAT team in Miami apartment, 4 busted, 
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limped along like he was carrying a load of 
bricks,” said a bellhop. 

Finally, when one man paid cash for 80 extend- 
ed long-distance phone calls from an enormous 
bankroll in his front pocket, the desk clerk quietly 
called the fuzz. Twenty officers from the Orga- 
nized Crime Bureau and Tactical Impact Squad 
raided the place at midnight, seizing seven 
pounds of pure flake “fresh from the factory,” 
along with two pounds of Colombian gold and 
exactly $1,149,436 in cash. “This probably repre- 
sented a month's take to them,” speculated a cop. 
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NATIONAL WEED 


Boo Bust Hits Killer Cutter Crew 


television cameras.” 

Maddox said, “There could have been 5,000 
drug-abuse arrests.” 
© A team of researchers from the University of 
Southern California recently completed a major 
study in which they followed hundreds of people 
around all day, recording their lies, excuses, alibis, 
‘exaggerations and apologies. 

The team discovered that the average adult lies 
about 200 times a day. Women were said to lie 
more often than men; they were more convincing 
with their fibs and were better at detecting 
falsehoods made by others. 

But the worst ofall were teenagers, who report 
edly told about 20 lies an hour. 


in Paw 


German shepherd Rinty, who had died in 1972. 


The Coast Guard cutter Dauntless one of the most 
exemplary dope-boat busters on the Spanish 
Main, was herself the object of a grass raid 
recently. Specifically, “several ounces. of mari- 
juana’ were discovered in the crew quarters of the 
210-foot dreadnought as she lay atthe Little Creek 
Amphibious Base in Virginia during training 
maneuvers, Three crew members were demoted 
and fined asa result, and the Dawntles’s executive 
officer, Lieutenant Commander Howard New- 
hoff, admitted, “It’s all pretty embarrassing,” The 
skipper added, “What makes it worse is our 
position in the Coast Guard.” 

© Both patients and staff at St. Francis Hospital in 
were shocked at the arrest of a 
19-year-old Filipino busboy for impersonating, 
physician there and at the nearby Methodist 
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Medical Center. The youth had regularly exam- 
ined patients and talked shop with interns at both 
institutions, wearing a white smock and stethe- 
scope and even a stolen summoning beeper. “This 
is a very large institution,” noted a St. Francis 
doctor. “If somebody comes in the front door and 
pulls a white jacket out of his pocket and puts it 
‘on, you probably wouldn't be able to tell he didn't 


innesota, City Council member 
Ron Maddox asked for a total ban on rock 
concerts after he allegedly witnessed widespread 
marijuana smoking during a Rolling Stones con- 
cert at St. Paul's Civic Center Auditorium. 
‘Maddox claims he saw “10 or 12 persons taking, 
their marijuana, putting it on the floor in piles and. 
lighting up their pipes right in front of the 
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year-old daughter Bar- 
bara, a kennel manager, the entire Kopp fami 
72-year-old father Henry, 45-year-old brother 
Ron and herse|f—all intend to be buried alongside 
their three surviving German shepherds: 10-year- 
old Cindy, 7-year-old. Dutchy and 5-year-old 
Jamie, “It makes sense,” says Barbara, “to be all 
together, not buried in separate cemeteries, and to 
be together in death with our loved ones—and that 
includes our German shepherds.’ 

Paw Print Cemetery’s owner, Patricia Blosser, is 
founder of the National Association of Pet Ceme- 
teries, The late Ms, Kopp is her first human client. 
© Marijuana seems to be firmly established as a 
“permanent recreational drug” in America, ac- 
cording to University of Wisconsin. research. 
Their survey shows that 56 percent of all high- 
school seniors have tried grass at least once, 10 
percent are daily smokers, and almost none be- 
lieves that grass smoking is physically harmful. 
Since the use ofall other “psychedelics” has either 
leveled off or diminished among, students in 
recent years, it looks as though pot is definitely 
here to stay. 
© Naomi Anderson of Morgantown, North Caro- 

3, was driving about town with her pet python, 

3." ssho likes to ride with a few inches 
out of the window. Stopped at 

the intersection of Jackson and Atlantic, Anderson 
was asked by a motorist who pulled up alongside 
if he could touch Mr. Slippy’s tail. “I said he 


could,” charges Anderson, “whereupon he 
grabbed Mr. Slippy’s tail and bit off an inch of it, 
spat it out, laughed andl drove away.” 


‘The snake- 


fone Mr."Surling, was 
‘Lam a jazz drummer,” 
Surling explained. “I must be free.” 

© Champion gate crasher Pinky Ginsberg, 74— 
who has attended, for free, virtually every presi- 
dential nomination, ttle boxing match and World 
Series game in the twentieth century—advises 
moder youngsters not to try following in his 
clusive footsteps. “I don't advise anybody to start 
gate crashing,” warns Ginsberg, “Right now, with 
the fires, the bombings, the assassinations and 
kidnappings, it’s a very, very hard career. Fort 
stout of heart, though, Pinky offers a solid tip: 
“Once you're inside, look for the press box, where 
they got the chicken and beer.” 

© For the fifth year in a row, Quebec provincial 
police spent weeks last fall combing Portneuf 
County for wild marijuana. In 1973, it seems, 
some philanthropic “Johnny Reeferseed” careful- 
ly planted dope all over the area, Cops have tried 
to hand harvest the plants before they go to seed 
every September but still reported finding over 
5,000 plants last fall in 16 different patches. 


Illinois Okays 
Medical Dope Use 


Illinois has become the fourth state to legalize 
marijuana for medical purposes. Calling the ac- 


tion “a step forward in the practice of medicine,” 


Governor James Thompson signed the 
Jaw on September 9, 1978, 

The legislation authorizes the possessi 
duction, manufacture and delivery of cannabis 
when “requested by a physician licensed to prac- 
tice medicine." The physician must certify that the 
use of marijuana is “medically necessary:” The 
Mlinois bill differs substantially from the legisla 
tion passed in New Mexico, Florida and Loui- 
siana. Those three states have established 
elaborate programs of control and review, which 
call for contracting with the federal government 
for supplies of marijuana, This factor has delayed 
the start of state programs, and, as we go to press, 
no one is rece na yet for medical 
purposes. 

The Illinois bill is considerably more straight- 
forward in its approach. The legislation simply 
recognizes the physician’s right to prescribe mari- 
juana for victims of cancer, glaucoma or “such 
other procedure certified to be medically neces- 

The matter of supply will be left to the 
ois Dangerous Drugs Commission and the 


1g mari 


Governor Thompson estimated that between 
6,000 and 11,000 people in Illinois with uncon- 
trollable glaucoma may be eligible to receive 
marijuana. Cancer chemotherapy statistics were 
unavailable. According the the National Cancer 
Institute, however, Illinois can expect approxi- 
mately 38,000 cases of new cancer during, 1978. 
@in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, an 80-year-old 
glaucoma victim is suing the state government to 
permit him legal access to marijuana. Henry 
who is totally deaf, charges that his 
failing, vision is his “sole source of communi 
tion’ with the world. When he tried some illegal 
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Mlinois Yippies organized a small siege of the state cupitol at Springfield this fll to protest the state's pot laxes. 
The cops took a sine view of thecal for dope liberation and arrested almost 40 of the 200 smoke-in heros. 


Weed not long ago, says Meyerson, it reduced his, 
glaucoma symptoms more effectively than any 
conventional medication he's used. 

‘@ The Canadian Bar Association recently passed a 
resolution recommending the decriminalization 
of marijuana for personal adult use. The resolu- 
tion, proposed by Ted Seifred of Vancouver, 
would allow adults to grow or possess pot for their 
‘own use and to transfer small amounts to other 
adults, 

Under the resolution, marijuana and other 
cannabis derivatives would be removed from the 
Narcotics Control Act. Seifred noted that the 
Canadian Bar Association is the last major body of 
lawyers or doctors in North America that had not 
yet recommended decriminalization, 


Teachers Union 


“The second largest union in the United States has 
just come out in favor of the decriminalization of 
marijuana. At its annual convention in Dallas, the 
National Education Ass (NEA) passed a 
resolution stating that “private possession and use 


Calls for Decrim 


of small quantities of marijuana should not carry 
<riminal penalties.” The success of the resolution, 
sponsored by Steven Lopes of Massachusetts, adds 
18 million professional educators to the ranks of 
the decrim army. 


N.Y. finest pose with suitcases of dope seized in raid on a candy store on Manhattan's Upper West Side. 


‘© Dr Robert DuFont, head of the National Insti- 
tute on Drug Abuse, speculates that the four-year 
Mexican paraquat program will eventually bring 
about the complete decriminalization of grass in 
the USA. With many of the countrys tokers 
distrustful of imported dope, DuPont suggests 
home cultivation is growing by leaps and bounds. 
‘While the busting of out-of-town grass movers is 
quite acceptable to many Americans, DuPont 
feels that the prosecution of local folks for grow- 
ing weed would have much less popular support. 
DuPont also estimates that the export of grass 
from Hawaii now outstrips sugarcane in revenue. 
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Canadians Bust Linda Blair for Two-Joint Stash 


Canadian nares are vigorously pressing their 
headline-grabbing project of busting American 
celebrities for small amounts of grass, with Exor- 
‘ist teen starlet Linda Blair the latest casualty. 
Customs nares at Calgary International Airport 
nailed the 19-year-old celeb there with an es- 


sear 
inda Blair: stumpeded by Calgary narcs. 


© Champion golfer Masahiro Kuramoto,23, supon 
major smuggling charges in Tokyo for carrying 
ten grams—about a third of an ounce—of Ameri- 
‘an grass into Japan. Rock guitarist Seishi Koike. 28, 
a friend of Kuramoto’s, blew the whistle on the 
golferafter police busted Koike and his girl friend. 


Rates: 


N.Y. 10003. 


Joe Barile, drummer for the Ventures (“Walk 
Don't Run,” “Wipeout’) was jailed by nares in 
Osaka, Japan, in alleged possession of 9 cc of 
liquid coke, Barile, 32, has been the Ventures’ 
drummer since 1973, 

‘© Pop singer Gordon Lightfoot was found innocent 
of drunk-driving charges in Toronto, Canada, in a 
precedent-setting decision. The trial judge ruled 
that the “breathalyser” test that had indicated that 
Lightfoot was intoxicated when police stopped 
him was medically invalid and would not auto- 
matically prove by itself whether a person was 
drunk or sober. The Ontario prosecutor's office 


afterward admitted that its entire vehicular 
drunk-screening program “is shot’ 

© Resben Merida, 30, a four-year veteran of the 
Miami Police Department's crack narco unit, was 
busted in possession of a bale of grass weighing 
48.8 pounds, less than nine months after his 
retirement from the force. Merida was observed 
‘arrying the bale out of a Fontainebleau Park 
apartment building by a former buddy cop from 
the Special Investigations Section, who happened 
to be lounging off-duty by the pool there. Three 
others with Merida were busted on the same 
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track terror in Queens hols last 


$4.00/word; min, 10 words. POB nos. 
each, abbreviations, ZIP codes - 1 word each. Classified 
display is available at $125/column inch (column width 
is 1 5/8"). All ads must be typewritten for legibility. 
Check/M.O. must accompany copy. Ads will appear 60 
to 90 days after receipt. All classified ads are accepted 
at the discretion of the publisher. High Times, The HT 
Classified, P.O. Box 386, Cooper Station, New York, 


2 words 


212-473-4003, 


*LUDES BY MAIL! FOLLOW 
our copyrighted synthesis to 
yield pure Methaqualone (714s) 
in your basement. $10 (no 
checks) to: UNITED NEWS SER- 
VICE, P.O, Box 333, Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 11235. Other formulas 
available, catalog $1. 


COOKING WITH MARIJUANA? 
Learn the art that makes eating 
pot as enjoyable as the effects. 
Six proven recipes. $3. MAG- 
WIRE, Box 61H, Neligh, Nev. 
68756. 


MAKE HASH IN 5 MIN. WITH- 
‘out ruining your pot. Don’t be- 
lieve it? It's guaranteed. Send SS 
+ S1 postage for Hash Kit to 
OMNI ENTERPRISES, Box 5401, 
Torrance, Ca. 90503. 


CRYSTAL METH—MAKE YOUR 
‘own pure methamphetamine. All 
ingredients available at local 
stores. No special equipment 
needed. Unbelievable results 
with little effort, Profit potential 
unlimited. Send S20. DREAM 
WEAVERS, Box 4688, Newark, 
Del. 19711. 


La. 71045, 


Dorset, England. 


MANNITOL (LBS.) 100% USP, 
Mannite, whippets, beat all 
prices. PRIMO PRODUCTIONS 


PILLS. HOW TO GET THEM. 
Send stamped addressed enve- 
lope. MCDONOUGH, P.O. Box 
2030, Las Vegas, Nev. 89101. 


“LEGALIZE MARIJUANA” T- 
shirts. Beautiful leaf design on 
yellow background. Give size. 
$7 to PROGRESSIVE ENTER- 
PRISES, POB 5068, Jamestown, 


PIPES FROM ENGLAND. INDI- 
vidually carved and marked 
pipes direct from maker. Tradi- 
tional materials. Send $1 (re- 
fundable) for illustrated 
catalogue. THOMAS WHITTLE, 
9B Ullswater Cres., Weymouth, 


OHAUS TRIPLE-BEAM BAL- 
ance only $75, postage paid. 
Pipes and bongs at rock-bottom 
prices. Details $1, refundable 
first order. PRIZE POSSES- 
SIONS, Post Box 62, Warren, 
Mich, 48090. 


THE ULTIMATE HIGH! YOURS— 
with a negative ion generator! 
Details—$1.00 GOLDEN EN- 
TERPRISES, Box 1282-H, Glen- 
dale, Ariz, 85311, 


CLIPPY'S CLIPPY’S CLIPPY’S. 
“The usable losable roach clip.” 
Due to growing national de- 
mand, we are in need of distribu- 
tor, dealers and salesmen 
throughout the country. For fur- 
ther information or ordering 
write to SANDS, P.O. Box 158 
Bay Station, Brooklyn, N.Y. 
11235. Or call (212) 648-5936, 
ask for Jake. 


BUTTERNUT STASH BOXES 
holds rolled plus stash, sliding 
top. $7. VERMONTWAYS, Gro- 
ton, Vt. 05046. 


TEAK PIPES. PIPE AND FREE 
catalog $4. Dealers invited. 
CAROLINA CREATIONS, P.O. 
Box 3493, Wilmington, N.C. 
28406. 


SHARE OUR DISCOVERY. 1933, 
spark-plug porcelains. Make 
convenient joint or roach holder. 
Unique, authentic antique. Satis- 
faction guaranteed. Send $3.50 
(2/35). CAP ENTERPRISES, 
P.O. Box 296, Newtown, Pa. 
18940. 


MANNITEL—MANNITOL. U.S.P. 
United States pharmacopia, 
highest grade obtainable, more 
fluff for your buck. 28 grams $15. 
Send check or money order to 
WHITE WITCH TRADING COM- 
PANY. PO. Box 3387, Hollywood, 
Ca, 90028. 


DISCOUNT PARAPHERNALIA. 
Wholesale/retail. Free flyer. RO. 
Box 1786, Pinnellas Park, Fla. 
33565, 813-546-0112. 


176-PAGE CATALOG WITH 
thousands of chemicals, glass- 
ware items, scales and instru- 
ments. Adl mail order. Send $2 to 
MERRELL SCIENTIFIC, Dept. 
T-1, 1665 Buffalo Road, Roches- 
ter, NLY. 14624, 


UNIQUE MARIJUANA-LEAF 
T-shirts. Hand batiked, S-M-1 

$6. BUTLER, 8330 Crespi Bivd. 
16H, Miami Beach, Fla. 33141. 


GROWING AIDS. 


ALL FEMALE PLANTS: EASY 
with hormone that controls sex 
of cannabis. Generous supply, 
with instructions, $10.50 plus 
S.50 postage and handling. In- 
formation $2. HI-CGROW PROD- 
UCTS, P.O. Box 10381, Midwest 
City, Okla. 73110. 


NO MATTER HOW YOU 
grow. The art of gold, an amaz- 
ing guide to sweet golden 
smoke; $2.50, P.O. Box 1473, 
Bloomington, Ind. 47401. 


MARIJUANA GROWING SUP- 
plies. Complete, portable, i 
oor systems in kits from $33 to 
$350. We have everything to 
grow good grass privately. Top 
quality lights, contro! systems, 
meters, starters, soil, and all 
garden supplies. Color catalog 
1. HIGHLANDER PRODUCTS, 
Box 2620, Newport News, Va. 
23602. 


X-MAS BARGAIN: 3 PACKS 
colchicine/$21; 100% pure, 
100mg/pack. GREEN GOUR- 
MET, Box 1292A, Detroit, Mich. 
48232. 


MAGIC MUSHROOM GROW- 
ing kit $12, live mushroom 
starter $12, both $20. Fertile 
‘opium poppy seeds $3/350, $5/ 
700. EDWARDS NOVELTIES, 
RO. Box 84, South Bend, Ind. 
46624, 


NEW PLANTER, DISTINCTIVE- 
ly designed, provides high-inten- 
sity fluorescent light. Pays for 
itselt with first harvest. For bro- 
chure, send stamped, addressed 
envelope to TENSEGRITY 
LIGHTING, 118 Winchester, 
Brookline, Mass. 02146. 


GREEN TO BROWN, BETTER 
high, taste. $2 for complete 
process. JER, Nicholville N.Y. 
12965. 


OUTDOOR MARIJUANA. ENVI- 
ronment Grower’s Guide. Want 
stands of large, bushy, high po- 
tency plants from few patch 
visits? Use one of five complete 
growing techniques that befits 
your outdoor environment for 
consistent, quality results. With 
photos, breeding and sinsemilla, 
$2. P.O. Box 722, Bryn Mawr, Pa. 
19010. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


UNUSUAL BOOKS. WEAPONS, 
crime, self-defense, bugging 
and countersurveillance, police 
manuals, self-reliance, alterna- 
tive lifestyles, personal applica- 
tions of high technology, living 
free, more! Catalog $1. LOOM 
PANICS BOOKS, Box 264, 
Mason, Mich. 48854. 


THE LAZY NICKELS. WE ARE 
into the ceremonial aspects of 
marijuana and magic. Sent $2 
for information. BGDP, P.O. Box 
39436, Los Angeles, Ca. 90039. 


TATTOOING SUPPLIES: 48- 
page color catalog, $3. 
SPAULDING & ROGERS MFG., 
INC., Dept. HT, Voorheesville, 
N.Y. 12186. 


PHOTO IDENTIFICATION 
cards; Sample and details, 25¢ 
and self-addressed, stamped 
envelope. Box 393-H=1, Bala, 
Pa. 19004, 


BEAT COCAINE RAP. SECRET 
letter recently “obtained” from 
USS. Attorney's Office tells how. 
Send $5 to ENTITLED INFOR- 
MATION, Box 327, Delray 
Beach, Fla. 33444, 


PAPERS: SEND FOR OUR 
Paper menu and purchase from 
150 varieties, plus specials. 
JOYNT VENTURE, 1701 N. 
Astor, Milwaukee, Wisc. 53202 


MAILING LIST OF 175 PARA- 
phernalia distributors on self- 
adhesive Avery mailing labels 
only. $99 C.0.D. MERCHANT 
AIDS, Box 990, Athens, Ohio 
45701. Tele. (614) 593-7191. 


HIGH TIMES FIRST ISSUE $60, 
#2/S35, #7/S40. Mint Condi- 
tion, P.O. Box 1786, Pinellas 
Park, Fla. 33565, 


OPPORTUNITIES 


NEED NEW IDENTIFICATION? 
Full-color ID cards, birth certifi- 
cates. Details on driver's li- 
censes. SS cards, passports. 
25¢. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410- 
HC, Fountain Valley, Ca. 92708. 


YOUR OWN HEADSHOP FOR 
$1,000. Your own record store 
for $3,500. It's possible. Every- 
thing you must know to get in 
business, Send $3 to SUN- 
DANCE RECORDS, P.O. Box 
726, Crawfordsville, Ind, 47933. 


THE AUSTRALIAN OPPOR- 
tunities fact book. All the se- 
crets! $2: H & H ENTERPRISES, 
P.O. Box 1794, East Lansing, 
Mich. 48823. 


AUSTRALIA-NEW ZEALAND! 
Hiring all occupations. Big Pay. 
Transportation. Listings $2. 
AUSTCO, Box 8489-2, Long 
Beach, Ca. 90808. 


‘THE NEW DEAL-PROFESSION- 
al blackjack. Many players using 
methods | teach have earned 
over $1 million yearly. See May 
"78 High Times book reviews. 
Personal/correspondence in- 
struction. No-risk guarantee. No 
special skills required except 
average intelligence and ambi- 
tion. Send for tree strategy and 
info. D. HOYE, Box H, Manhattan 
Beach, Ca. 90266. (213) 545- 
3310. 


COLLEGE STUDENTS! IM- 
prove your grades! Sent $1 for 
256-page TERM-PAPER calalog. 
10,250 topics listed. Box 25916- 
JA, Los Angeles, Ca. 90025. 
(213) 477-8228. 


?2WEIGHT CONVERSION?? 
CHART 


getting sipped off 
Because” you. can't” convert 
grams, drams, “ounces and 
Bounds accurately? We have a 
Randy. fittie chart that is 2 
weight conversion chart and 
Seed sweep in one. 

Send $1 plus 25 cents postage 
and handiing to 


SIR WILLIAMS 
300 E, Karen 8119 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89109 
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MARNUANA TO HEROIN 
CALIFORNIA DRUG LAWS 
REMOVAL OF POLICE RECORDS 
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R. G. F, PRODUCTIONS 
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High Times welcomes anonymous reports, but 
please be specific about the area, type, qui 
ty and quality of dope referred to. If you are 
‘aware of other prices or have other relevant in- 
formation, or suggestions, please send them 
in, The THMQ is intended solely for compara- 
tive purposes and in no way is meant as an in- 
‘ducement to illegal activity. or as an endorse- 
‘ment of dope usage or trafficking, or as an en- 
dorsement of any particular dope. 
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‘ The E-Z slider, a 6 hit sliding Bong 
Bow that slides completely off its base 
for easy refill and cleaning. Made of 
+. solid aluminum and coated with 


the same epoxy used on the 
ee Lunar Space vehicles. 


E-Z PRODUCTS believes 
the E-Z slider Bong Bowl 
«48 be so well constructed 
*that it, offers you a life 
time guarantee 
+ (with normal use). 
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Sc ymopuces 


Goldstein says that the Crunch 
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The next Monty Python film, Monty Py- 
thon’s Life of Br a Biblical epic 
currently being, fill on location in 
Tunisia, with partial financing by ex- 
Beatle George Harrison. 


phone phreak and tech hero Captain Crunch 
hampton County jail in Easton, Penns nia. The 


inization of tech heads who try to rip 
ted electronic devices. got 

‘curity squad for operatin 

ice.” Philly lawyer Ge 


ill be back in service soon. 


Since the success of Frank Langella as Broadway's Dracula, there's a bloodsucker 
born eve nd the latest fang gnasher is John Travolta, who will play the 
title role in the movie version of Anne Rice's best-selling book, Interview with the 
Vampire. 


World’s Most Unusual Photograph: (left to right) Rick Derr 
Warhol, Ted Nugent and Truman Capote backsta 
Heartbreakers’ recent gig at New York's Palladium. 
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Marijuana smuggler, daredevil es now te s 
She smash hit movie The Smugglers, this veteran pot flier tells how the 
Red Barons of Reefer bring in tons every: da} 


Inset Photo by A. Craig Copetas 


Robert Eby was a charter member of the 
clite band of pilots who bring Colombia's 
marijuana to the United States. He was 
one of the first pot smugglers to turn to 
large cargo planes, and he grew rich 
bringing in the pot. Then, in 1974, Eby 
performed a feat of flying that would earn 
his name a place in the annals of aviation 
legend. 

‘On August 4, 1974, Eby “allegedly” 
landed a DC-4 four-engine cargo plane 
stuffed with 3,600 pounds of prime Co- 
Jombian buds on less than 1,000 feet of 
mud runway tilting sharply down a 
mountain in Polk County, Georgia. The 
Polk County Pot Plane had accomplished 
the aeronautical equivalent of the climb- 
ing of Mount Everest. 

When the identity of the Polk County 
Pot Plane pilot became known, Eby was 
approached by one of the most outra- 
geous characters in the New South: Big 
Jim West. The meeting led to the making 
of The Smugglers—a two-hour action epic 
based on the exploits of pot pilot Eby and 
filmed by Big Jim that has been 
hailed by major-league smuggle: 
dealers and even cops as the most au- 
thentic film about smuggling dope that 
has ever been made, 

Meanwhile, Eby, having beaten his 
bust, continued bringing home the goods. 
Then, in July 1978, he appeared before a 
congressional-subcommittee hearing on 
Coast Guard funding, Surrounded by fed- 
eral guards, he announced that the 
reefer-smuggling pilots of America could 
not be stopped. ‘Trembling with emotion, 
Eby tore off the black hood worn to 
protect his identity from television cam- 
eras and declared that he was a mari- 
juana smuggler and proud of his 
profession 

‘Today, The Smugglers is making Eby’s 
name a household word. Here are the 
romance, the adventure and the successes 
of America’s jet-age dope smugglers. Here 
too are the death-defying risks they face 
every day and the prices they pay for 
failure. Robert Eby lived it all—and yet 
today he rots in prison. But Robert Eby is 
not a broken man, nor has he stopped 
thinking about ingenious ways to make 
marijuana move. 

High Times sent A. Craig Copetas, the 
reporter who broke the paraquat-scandal 
story, to interview Eby. “Meeting Robert 
Eby was a tremendous experience,” re- 
calls Copetas. “He was not only a master 
smuggler but also a committed outlaw 
artist, like Bob Dylan, who says that to 
live outside the law you must be honest.” 


High Times: Where did you learn to fly? 
Eby: Both privately and in the navy, 
where I towed targets and hauled Bob 
Hope USO shows around Southeast Asia. 
High Times: You've flown just about 
every type plane imaginable. Is there 
anything that you can't fly? 

Eby: I can fly anything that’s been built. 
Not only does a pot pilot have to fly 


anything, he has to be able to repair 
broken aircraft. That's the real trick to 
being successful in this business. 

High Times: When did you make your 
first pot run from Colombia? 

Eby: In 1974, | hauled three tons of primo 
Colombian gold buds north on a battered 
DC-3. I was living on my boat in the 
Bahamas at the time. Some.people who 
knew I was a pilot approached me. It 
seemed to be a great adventure, so I said, 
Why not. 

High Times: How many pot runs have 
you made during your career? 


“I was pursued by a Mig 
over Cuba that opened fire 
on me, but he was too fast 

for my DC-4 andI 
ducked into the clouds.” 


Eby: I sometimes lose track, you know. 
But I've made at least 30 grass trips and 
well over 100 odd runs. Orchids, farm 
equipment, machinery. Pot has some- 
times been mixed in with those. 

High Times: Have you ever been shot at 
during a run? 

Eby: Oh yes. I once landed on an outback 
Colombian runway where the DEA and 
DAS had set up an encampment. They 
didn’t know I was coming and I didn't 
know they were there. When we flew 
over, the engines woke everybody down 
there up. As we landed they started 
shooting, and | turned tail and went up 
over them. Scared the shit out of every- 
body. As the aircraft began to ascend, we 
were met by a couple of Colombian prop 
fighter planes, old army air-corps stuff. 
They plugged the plane with a few holes, 
but I managed to throw them in the 
clouds. 

High Times: Marijuana Air Force pilots 
usually fly over Cuba. Has Fidel ever sent 
up some Migs to take a shot or two? 

Eby: I've only once been pursued by a Mig 
over Cuba. He came to my wing and 
motioned me to land. But I was too slow, 
and he pulled out ahead. I turned and ran. 
The guy opened fire, but he was too fast 
for aDC-4,so I ducked into the clouds and 
Jost him. 

High Times: From a pilot's standpoint, 
how busy are the air lanes over the 
Colombian growing fields? 

Eby: The pot lanes are busier than the 
commercial routes over Palm Beach air- 
port. I've seen MAF planes lined up for 
hours waiting to land. The situation is 
really getting dangerous. There have 
probably been midair collisions. I've ap- 
proached people down there to set up 
some sort of air-traffic and ground-con- 
trol center. Right now it’s in the planning 
stage, but it will happen. 

High Times: What other countries have 
you flown the weed out of? 

Eby: Venezuela, Panama, Guatemala, 


Honduras. You name a country, and I've 
probably ferried weed out of it. 

High Times: What are these makeshift 
landing strips like? 

Eby: Dug out by hand and very rough, 
narrow and usually short. The equipment 
you use has a great deal to play in the 
landing. I prefer a four-engine aircraft. 
That way if you have a maintenance 
problem, you can always fly back on two 
engines, providing you have a light gross 
cargo. 

High Times: What's your favorite plane to 
fly pot in? 

Eby: The DC-4. It has a wide speed 
variation between 105 and 200 knots. 
High Times: How does your equipment 
fare against DEA equipment? 

Eby: Ours is a hell of a lot better than 
theirs. The only trump they have over us 
is better intelligence. You'll notice the 
DEA isn’t asking Congress for money to 
buy equipment but to buy more under- 
cover information. 

High Times: How do you choose a do- 
mestic airfield? 

Eby: Find one that has a lot of activity, a 
busy cargo operation and lots of move- 
ment. It's easier to blend into something 
like that than to stand out in some out-of- 
the-way place, usually. A lot depends on 
the vibes of the run. 

High Times: Have you ever made any 
parachute pot drops? 

Eby: | attempted one but didn’t like the 
procedure. The problem with parapot is 
logistics. If you scatter over an area, the 
pot is more difficult to find. Flying low to 
make the drop also puts you ina situation 
of missing the target. 

High Times: Did you ever quality check 
the loads? 

Eby: I always depended on other people 
for that. I always carried primo loads. 
Wouldn't carry any bad marijuana 

High Times: What were the largest and 
smallest loads you ever brought in? 

Eby: I've ferried between 1,200 pounds 
and six tons. All of it was primo. In fact, 
this last load when I was busted had 
absolutely no seeds. The Indians had 
hand picked all the seeds and kept them 
for their new crop. The stuff was bubbling 
gold. Too bad it got busted along with us. 
High Times: That is a shame. 

Eby: As our equipment improves, there 
will be fewer busts. As the trend toward 
old airline DC-8s and Boeing 707s contin- 
ues, more of that good marijuana will be 
getting through. 

High Times: You're renowned for being 
able to fly at incredibly Low altitudes. 
Eby: That does seem to stick with me, 
doesn't it? I've flown a DC-4 at treetop 
level, sometimes lower than you can fly a 
Cessna 150. 

High Times: What are some of your 
personal tricks to outfox the DEA? 

Eby: Good ground security is the key. The 
pilot should be in charge of this aspect. 
Use whatever facilities are available, In- 
stead of getting old-beatup trucks to pick 
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up the pot, call North American Van Lines 
and have them come get it for you, hin 

Brinks Security to watch the plane. As 
crazy as it sounds, it never fails. Try to 
blend in with the scenery. Find out what 
type of items are brought in to the airport 
you've chosen. If you know a lot of 
car-parts traffic comes into the airport on 
package your pot in car-parts 


High Times: Have you ever landed and 
found another pot-smuggling operation in 
progress? 

Eby: We landed down south one night and 
began off-loading. Suddenly another 
DC-4 landed, taxied to the other end of the 
field and began off-loading their own pot 
cargo. It was amazing. Everyone did their 
own job, no hassles. Security was very 
loose that night 

High Times: What's the atmosphere like 
onboard a plane stuffed with marijuana? 
Eby: It's an unbelievable high. Your heart 
is pumping pure adrenaline, and with the 
sweet smell of THC throughout the air- 
craft it is very easy to be overcome. | 
sometimes bring oxygen and try to leave 
the window open. But you end up getting 
high anyway. 

High Times: What's the best way for 
marijuana importers to combat the DEA? 
Eby: Get to know them inside out. In- 
telligence is the whole name of the game. 
Smugglers must learn how to operate 
according to the DEA rules of the game. 
For instance, if you're setting up a deal 
and the guy you're talking to lights up a 
joint, you know he's a DEA agent. If he 
asks too many questions, he’s an agent 
Every busted smuggler | know started out 
a deal smoking and having a good time. 
High Times: Know your enemy. 

Eby: On the money. I don't smoke with 
anyone I'm going to work with. That's a 
must for any successful deal, as strange 
it may sound. Do exactly what DEA de 
Get to know the agents covering you. If 
you know where they are, odds are they 
don’t know where you are, Go buy them 
drink. Follow the leader. Dre 
act like them, smell like them. 
as you can with them. If th 
working with think you're 
better 

High Times: What would you do with 
your plane after off-loading it? 

Eby: I'd usually make two or three fast 
runs south and then ditch the plane in the 
water, pull out a little Zodiac as it sank, 
and head for shore. The smell of pot is so 
thick after just one run that the plane can't 
be used for anything else 

High Times: Your insignia was a red, 
white and blue plane, What other person- 
al touches did you incorporate into your 
aircraft? 

Eby: I don't know if this is crazy, but Thad 
serious conversations with the aircraft. I 
had to talk to it. And an airplane the si 
of a DC-4 has a lot of character. Its 
tremendous character can be felt. Each 
engine talks to you. After a while the 


agent, all the 


“The pot lanes 
over Colombia are 
busier than the 
commercial lanes 
over Palm Beach.” 


plane starts talking back to you. When 
that happens, you know everything is just 
going to turn out fine, 

High Times: Many people consider mari- 
juana smuggling to be a glamour business 
and MAF pilots to be glamour boys. Do 
you think that’s accurate? 

Eby: It's true, If you look at anybody in 
the business and where they spend their 
time, you'll see it’s a glamour busin 
People live while they have a chance to 
live, since their business operates on the 
edge of death. 

High Times: Do you foresee a situation 
where MAF pilots will run fighter-plane 
cover to pot transports? 

Eby: The better MAF pilots become, the 
less need will exist for fighter c I've 
found a couple of Customs aircraft and 
Colombian fighters flying around me. All 
I did is take that big plane, usually a DC. 
and get up right behind them and clip- 
clop across one of the propellers, If the 
pursuing plane doesn't move out qu 
it’s the end for him, I don't see dogfight 
situations emerging in the near future. 
he days of gangsters and guns seem to be 
over, 

High Times: Did you ever run a decoy 
when entering the U.S.? 

Eby: Piggybacks every now and then, One 
big thing is to load up and then 
planes on the way back, say in thi 
Bahamas. 

igh Times: What's the best training for 
someone who wants to get into the busi: 
ness? 

Eby: Go out and buy a World War II 
military-surplus aircraft, and_ remember 
that you better be able to fix that thing 
when it gets down to Colombia and 
something breaks, I'd recommend an old 
‘T-28 or a Beaver. Learn to fly the heavy 


equipment. A military background like 1 
had helps. Hell, I thank the U.S, Navy for 
99 percent of what I know about fiying 
pot planes. But if a potential pot pilot 
Starts off in a Cessna 150, he’s not going to 
know one end of the aircraft from another, 
High Times: Is military flight training a 
necessity? 

Eby: No. I think I could do a better job 
teaching than they can. In fact, I'm think- 
ing about opening up my own flight 
school. 

High Times: You'll have students lined up 
20 miles in either direction, How do 
smugglers feel about marijuana legaliza- 
tion groups such as NORML? 

Eby: To a certain extent I feel groups like 
the Yippies are holding back legalization 


because of their scruffy protests. They 
give marijuana a bad name. I think 
NORML has the right approach. People in 


business suits lighting up a joint goes a 
hell of a lot further than smoke-ins where 
nobody picks up the trash after it's over. 
High Times: Wouldn't legalization hurt 
your busi 
Eby: | could always go back to smuggling 
orchids. There will still be smugglers after 
ation. The individual wants quality 
and the big companies just could 
not produce it. The corporations would 
have to bring in better marijuana, and 
that's an impossibility. The smoker is 
always going to want the best stuff, and 
the best stuff comes from the small peas- 
ant farmer who goes out every morning 
and pays attention to the crop. 
High Times: Plant by plant. 
Eby: Exactly. And the Indians who really 
pay attention to their crops are not con- 
nected to the big plantation owner or the 
guy who's hauling up 40 tons ata time. I'm 
talking about smuggling in no more than 
five or six tons of primo weed. 
High Times: What would you say to 
Reynolds Tobacco if they offered you 
$75,000 a year to be their marijuana con- 
sultant? 
Eby: I'd flatly refuse. There would be no 
excitement in it. 
High Times: How would other colleagu 
of yours react to the offer? 
Eby: I don't think they would go for it. 1 
believe in the high-quality sacrament. 
(continued on page 47) 
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That's the most important thing. And 
there are numerous people out there who 
know what I'm talking about. 

High Times: You've really become some- 
thing of a folk hero, especially after the 
Polk County pot-plane incident on Trig 
Mountain in Georgia. 

Eby: I can’t walk through an airport any- 
more without someone coming over to me 
and pointing. I'm famous at airports. 
High Times: How is your life different 
from the average pot smoker? 

Eby: Right now I'm a political prisoner of 
pot. I'm fighting the most antiquated pot 
law in the United States. But that’s one of 
those extremes in this business. And 
being in jail is part of the business. You've 
got to accept that in order to be in this 
business. I just hope and pray that not 
many people See this side, because it is 
rough, a lot rougher than anyone could 
ever imagine. 

High Times: What do you want to tell the 
smokers? 

Eby: One main message. Boycott all in- 
formers. Boycott anyone who is talking 
too much. That is the only way people get 
busted. Smokers must stick together, 
maintain a sense of trust and integrity. If 
we don't stick together on the outside, 
then we'll all be together on the inside. 
High Times: If the social consciousness of 
smugglers is so strong, how come they 
really haven't helped NORML out with 
more cash? 

Eby: I think it's sad that smugglers ha 
not given NORML more money. But there 
are a lot of people that don't like NORML 
and even High Times. They feel you're 
both working for the government. These 
people are looking at things the wrong 
way. | feel that these people shouldn't be 
in the business. Most people involved in a 
deal are making at the most $15 per pound 
smuggled. Imagine if just $1 of that, per 
pound, were donated to NORML. 

High Times: How do you respond to the 
touchy issue of smugglers selling bad 
marijuana at a cheap price to young kids, 
or the assertion that smugglers are 
members of organized Mafia syndicates? 
Eby: People who were in the business 
need to come forward and portray them- 
selves, People who deal in dirt aren't in 
the business that 99 percent of the 
smugglers are in. What bends me out of 
shape is when DEA says I'm a member of 
organized crime. They've said I'm the 
brains behind a 100-million-dollar opera- 
tion, even though I can't get enough 
money together to pay for my damn 
lawyer. People have to come out and say, | 
smuggled marijuana and 1 was never a 
member of organized crime. Judges like 
to believe the organized-crime theory, and 
if the government can convince them of it. 
their case is ready-made. Until then. 
smugglers will continue to get nailed anc 
nailed and nailed. 

High Times: What's the bottom-line reali- 
ty of the smuggling business? 

Eby: The vast majority of American grass 


smugglers are in the business to bring 
back a good high. Money is a secondary 
issue. The righteous smuggler is into turn- 
ing people on to a good high, to bring back 
that high that's going to make everybody 
happy. And that’s good karma from the 
time the seed is planted in the ground to 
when the last joint gets rolled up. 

High Times: Why don't you ever carry 
cocaine? 

Eby: The three times I've been busted, 
somebody had a vial of coke on them that 
I didn’t know about. I've become more 


“Don’t get beat-up trucks 
to pick up the pot; have 
North American Van Lines 
get it. Hire Brinks 
to watch the plane.” 


violent against smuggling cocaine, be- 
cause it brings about bad karma. Carry 
cocaine with the pot and something is 
bound to go wrong. 

High Times: How does one solve the 
marijuai ine marriage? 

Eby: The only medical problem with 
cocaine is bad karma, and the whole 
muggling trip is karma. If you're not 
carrying cocaine, you can do the wildest 
shit and nothing goes wrong. Without 
coke you can walk under people's noses 
and get away with it. On a business level 
it’s also wise not to smuggle cocaine, as 
DEA is more intent on busting coke than 
pot. 

High Times: Do you feel that the DEA 
busts people because it's their job? 

Eby: No. DEA agents have a certain 
characteristic. They are informers. There 
are some good cops, but there are no good 
DEA agents. I never had any problems 
with Customs agents, because they're not 
shooting from that frame. You can get 
Customs agents to sit down and get high 
with you, have a good time. But it is 
impossible to get a DEA agent to have a 
good time. They are the real drug crazies. 
High Times: What were some of your 
more interesting in-flight smuggling tales? 
Eby: I had a guy on his knees praying out 
loud on the way back from Colombia. The 
fellow turned so white and petrified, I 
thought he was dead. When he thought 
we were heading for a mountain, he 
passed right out. People come up to me on 
the street and ask to go along for the ride. 
It’s amazing how many people want to 
just come along for the excitement. 

T've had guys onboard so scared that 
their girl friends would do anything they 
could to calm them down. There is some- 
thing about an old creaky aircraft that 
scares a lot of people. The most passen- 
gers I ever carried onboard a pot run was 
20. Everybody was so high from the smell 


of the fresh pot that a full-scale orgy broke 
out on top of the bales 15,000 feet above 
the Gulf. Everyone screaming and party- 
ing like some sort of crazy religious ritual. 
High Times: What are some of the prob- 
lems with carrying passengers on a pot 
run? 

Eby: | don't like anybody smoking on- 
board; the smell of the pot is enough 
anyway. I was piloting a DC-4 to Colom- 
bia and some guy lit up. I couldn't go back 
and punch him in the nose, so I rolled the 
plane. The guy was glued to the ceiling, 
but he put the joint out. 

High Times: Did you ever take speed to 
‘stay awake on the run? 

Eby: Never. It would get you all screwed 
up. You have to have a great amount of 
awareness in that cockpit 

High Times: What about coffee? 

Eby: I never did, because you can't get up 
and go to the bathroom. 

High Times: What does a MAF pilot do 
when he has to go to the bathroom during 
arun? 

Eby: Good question. I was heading south 
ona DG-4 once and had to take a bad piss. 
I put the auto pilot on and headed back to 
the toilet. But the toilets are some 87 seats 
back. Well, when a 200-pound person 
walks back that far on a plane, the trim is 
bound to change despite auto pilot. So we 
really have to learn how to go quickly and 
run back up to the cockpit before the 
plane crashes into something. It’s one of 
those problems unique to the business. 
High Times: What's the best pot plane 
available? 

Eby: The Globemaster. She can carry 
50,000 pounds. You can pack two trailer 
trucks inside that baby and take off. 
Another good craft is the C-119 Flying 
Boxcar, I've talked to pilots who pack a 
Winnebago full of pot inside her, fly two 
or three feet off an interstate and drop off 
the Winnebago, release a drag chute and 
drive off into the dawn. The surprising 
thing is the number of people who have 
volunteered to drive the Winnebago. 

High Times: How do you go about choos- 
ing ground people here in the U.S.? 

Eby: If I have a choice, I usually choose 
North American Van Lines to come out 
and off-load the plane for me. I also hire a 
security firm to guard the plane. The pot is 
packaged to avoid detection—like marked 
“radioactive.” The only worry is the over- 
bearing smell. 

High Times: How many hours have you 
spent in the air? 

Eby: Well over 5,200, with nearly 800 of 
them as a MAF pilot. 

High Times: When did you first decide 
you were going to become a MAF pilot? 
Eby: It was a strange decision. 'm a 
registered Republican, I voted for Nixon, 
and I didn’t smoke pot until 1975, When I 
left the navy, 1 became a marine drafts- 
man and worked with people in their 60s. 
And because I was a widower everybody 
thought I was well beyond my late 20s. I 
‘was smuggling other things when a friend 
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“Thave one 
main message. Boycott 
all informers.” 


of mine introduced me to marijuana. It 
seemed a natural and honest thing to 


smuggle. 
High Times: What changes do you fore- 
cast in marijuana 2 

Eby: The biggest problem in the future is 


the bloody foreigners pushing us Ameri- 


cans out of the smuggling business. The 
foreigners bring up large amounts of 


bilge-rot pot and dump it off the coast 
along with who knows what else. The 
Americans, however, always buy a good 
grade of weed. The people who bring up 
100 tons don't care what they're hauling, 
Pot needs to reenter the free-enterprise 
system void of foreign competition that 
only hurts the business. 

High Times: ‘That's Republican lai 
faire if 1 ever heard it, What about the 
theory that the larger the load, the poorer 
the quality, and the smaller the load, the 
better the quality? 

Eby: I'd go along with that concept. After 
you break 10,000 pounds, the quality 
Starts to slip. | feel that 6,000 pounds is a 
good cutoff point, unless you're dealing 
with something real s nom- 
ics are also better for the smaller load. 
You usually make better money on flying 
top grade in a smaller amount than cheap 
shit in multiton lots. 

High Times: How much did you pay for 
top-grade pot in Colombia? 

Eby: About $110 a pound. 

High Times: What was that whole 
in the U.S.? 

Eby: Around $200 a pound. 

High Times: That doesn’t seem like much 
of a markup for all that’s involved. 

Eby: That's another great misunderstand 
ing. The government is always looking for 
somebody who is getting all the bloody 
money. And there ain't nobody getting all 
the bloody money. The cash is spread out 
to everybody involved. When I drive that 
plane back, there is no way I'm going to 
sell that stuff for $500 a pound. 

High Times: How much do you usually 
make? 

Eby: About $10 a pound as far as I'm 
concerned. And I've been burned on bad 
deals. But the stuff is now wholesaling at 
nearly $80 above that markup. The money 
never leaves the Am nd 
absolutely nobody is turning into an 
1 fat cat off running marijuana, 
There is no Mr. Big. If you take 6,000 
pounds, there's probably 600 people in- 
volved in it by the time it gets down to the 
street 

High Times: Do MAF pilots ever gather to 
chew the fat? 

Eby: I've known of some of the others like 
Houltin and Burnstine, but I'd keep away 
from them, You can't bring all that heat 
into one box. The more we stay spread 
apart, the more people DEA will need to 
cover us all. and the more we will know 


ssaled at 


where they all are, 
High Times: What's the strangest dope 
folk tale you've ever heard? 

Eby: Every run I've made is a tale in its 
own right. You could do a TV series like 
“Black Sheep Squadron” with all I've 
been through. 

My most frightening experience was 
the time I ran out of gas over Puerto Rico 
with a few tons onboard. No flight plan, a 
cranky old DC-4 and me ed shitless. I 
radioed San Juan tower and told them 
Twas coming in. I set that aircraft down 
just in time, Fire trucks, ambulances and 
police were all over the place. I was so 
happy to have made it down that | went 
crazy. Started patting everybody on the 
back, generally freaking out over my good 
fortune, 

Well, the authorities didn’t even look in 
the plane. They became just as excited as. 
Twas that I was still alive. An irate FAA 
official sauntered out to the plane and 
said, Get this hunk out of here first thing 
in the morning. So I went to bed, woke up, 
gassed the DC-4 up and headed to the 
States. Pot compliments of the FAA 
High Times: How were the loads brought 
to the airstrips in Colombia? 

Eby: The strips were usually pounded out 
by the Indians for us. Some were full of 
craters and holes you could get killed in. 
The pot is brought out on mules and on 
the backs of Indians. As the industry gets 
bigger, more mechanized material will be 
used. A lot of these strips now have their 
own trucking systems to ferry pot from 
field to plane—price included, of course. 
High Times: How close to the field do you 
like to the land the plane? 

Eby: I like to get right into the backyard. 
Stay away from the Guajira Peninsula. 
High Times: What's the shortest strip 
you've ever landed on? 

Eby: I landed a DC-3 on a 300-foot strip. 
Most pilots land on a nickel, but MAF 
pilots must land on a dime. You've got to 
be able to land a DC-3 like a helicopter 
And most people will tell you that can't be 
done. 

High Times: How much does a well- 
equipped MAF plane cost? 

Eby: $50,000. The secret is not so much the 
plane you're going to usc for the load but 
the plane you're going to use for research. 
‘The whole trick to being a MAF pilot is 
technique. Figure out where your pene- 
tration points will be, what radar needs 
jamming and, most importantly, what 
your options will be. 

What happens when you 
2 

jan boys are out there pump- 
ing gas into the plane, ripping open quart 
cans of heavyweight oil for the engines. A 
kind of controlled panic until takeoff, 
then sighs of relief, 


Eby: The In 
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point kit. Available forthe back- 
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Attached to each leaf of rolling 

Paperisa length of heat resistant 

stainless steel wire that is 
revolutionizing smoking! 


Our wire makes rolling easier than 
ever before (even if you're now using 
a machine)! 
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High Times: Is it essential that you as the 
pilot remain in control of the whole 
operation? 
Eby: Yes. The basic thing is to keep 
everybody slowed down, no cocaine, and 
not to look like you're off- or on-loading 
marijuana. This is everyday cargo. Keep 
your people acting normal. And always 
go slow; take a ten-minute break halfway 
through the procedure. 
High Times: What's the best plane for a 
multiton pickup in Colombia? 
Eby: A DC-4, a C-119 or a DC-6; I like the 
power of aDC-6. 
High Times: What about philosophical 
advice? 
Eby: If you're going to run cocaine, then 
buy an airplane that does cocaine. That's 
a lighter, faster plane. Keep away from 
firearms, chain saws and other destruc- 
live karma that would ruin Colombian 
growers and yourself. 
High Times: What do you bring down to 
Colombia with you? 
Eby: I've brought farm animals for the 
Indians, dune buggies for the local offi- 
cials, washers, dryers, electric ranges. All 
the stuff you can win on a game show. 
High Times: Is selling marijuana the same 
as selling pork bellies? 
Eby: The business has been somewhat 
commercialized, but it is essential not to 
get greedy, because it comes back on you. 
When you get greedy, you're asking for 
trouble from the smokers and the DEA. 
High Times: Is there honor among 
dealers? 
Eby: I've been lucky to see quite a bit of 
honor, alot of trust. 
High Times: If you arrived to discover 
your load had been sprayed with para- 
quat, would you still bring it back in? 
Eby: It wouldn't be worth the effort 
High Times: With all your experience, 
how did you manage to get busted? 
Eby: Good question. It was a fluke. I 
landed at an airport where a ground- 
school class was in progress. Our ground 
people were not aware of this. Then the 
plane got stuck in the mud; the forklifts 
fritzed out. It was a calamity of errors. 
Another time in Florida the guys didn't 
have enough trucks to off-load with. Mis- 
management. The way to success in the 
business is: find a good pilot, a good 
ground man in Colombia and the US., 
and use good equipment. 
High Times: Are you a professional mari- 
juana pilot? 
Eby: Yes, a professional contract pilot for 
marijuana 
High Times: A Customs agent once told 
MAF pilot Marty Houltin that he would 
make one of three mistakes. He would get 
lazy, greedy or begin fighting with his 
partners. How do you react to that? 
Eby: I'll do no more than three loads for 
fone group, then go work for somebody 
else. I enjoy my work, so I will never get 
lazy. And I'm not a greedy man. 

(continued on page 53) 


out creating any taste of its own. i 
Papers come in white and gold or Bick 
sthree- -packs, 

_ And now Columibd'is proud to announce they are the first and 
_ only rolling papers sold through cigarette vending machin 
Look for them on sale near you. 

Columbe’...a whole new generation of cigarette rolling aes 


COLUMBO 


CIGARETTE ROLLING PAPER: 


Columbo Cigarette Rolling Papers are 
now available in cigarette vending machines 
in our exclusive 2-Pack 


1978 Ruby inc 
Beverly Hills, California 
Distributed by 

Wermar Int, Corp, 
Carson, Calif, 90746 


High Times: Who was the highest gov- 
ernment official you were ever aware of 
being paid off in Colombia and in the 
US? 

Eby: We've paid off Colombian generals 
and regional governors. There are DEA 
agents being paid off, and we have had 
.s8 to DEA internal memos and phone 
conversations, but I really don’t think we 
should go into that. 

High Times: How do you feel about those 
smugglers who are bringing in bad pot? 
Eby: I'd prefer it be stopped. Because 
these people who are bringing in the shit 
are the ones who are selling it to 12 year 
olds. If you bring in quality, then there is 
no way a 12 year old can get hold of it 
When you start talking pot at $350 a 
pound, then you're talking shit, and that's 
the stuff that's ending up in the schools. 
High Times: What was the easiest country 
to work out of? 

Eby: Colombia's the eas 
is more fun, 

High Times: Why's that? 
Eby: Jamaica is a challenge, You must 
pick your airstrips very carefully. You're 
cither landing on a road or a plowed- 
down sugarcane field, It's wild landing a 
DC-4 ina cane field. 

High Times: How many runs did you 
make to Jamaica? 

Eby: Seven. And each one was more fun 
than the others, Jamaica is probably the 
toughest country to work out of. The 
government officials were difficult to 
bribe, and dealing with the Rastas was a 
unique experience. The Rastas would 
stand out in the fields holding flaming 
torches and I'd have to maneuver the 
DG-4 between them. 

High Times: Do the oceangoing marijuana 
convoys cut into the aircraft smuggling? 
Eby: Strange as it may seem, everybody 
seems to know when the convoys are 
iving. It always seems to lower the 
le price. Again, that doesn't figure 
in the quality 

High Times: What's been the greatest 
technical advance in the marijuana smug- 
gling business? 

Eby: The fuzzbuster. Modify that box just 
a little bit and you can tell whenever rad: 
is coming at you. 

High Times: How has the quality changed 
since you've been in the business? 

Eby: I've seen more good quality grown 
here in the U.S, Especially Hawaii. I've 
been thinking of starting an airlift in from 
there. Cut down on the price a bit 

High Times: What's the ultimate smug- 
gling maneuver? 

Eby: The Thailand gig. Put a van and one 
800,000-pound tanker truck into a Glob 
master, The Globemaster has a 7.500-mile 
range, and below the deck floor there's 
plumbing where you can just pump the 
fuel from the tank truck into the fuel 
system. Nonstop Thai sticks. 

High Times: What would you have done 
if you hadn't gotten into the MAF? 

Eby: Gotten fat and lazy. @ 
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There's no such thing. 
Its just a story 

the cops made up. 
Understand? 


have spent most my life in the under- 

world. My father was a professional. 

criminal. His cover was loan-sharking, 
but he was a thief. He did eight years in 
special solitary detention in Dannemora, 
a New-York State-maximum-security 
prison for incoi les. This was for 


had lots of straight friends and 
: but lots of knockaround people 
well. If the police had arrested every- 
“at my Bar Mitzvah, it would have 
\ked like a summit meeting of the Mob. 
But those guys weren't all in business 
‘together. No one was in charge. They were 
individuals. They worked together when 
necessary in short-term projects such as 
sticking up a jewelry store or fencing 


5, ing with him, his brother-in-law. 
‘in the late '60s, I lived in the dope- 
‘deating-scene: I-saw tons of weed being 
Sold and distributed. I met pimps and 
Cocaine dealers and vice cops and 
Whores, many different kinds of thieves 
‘and hustlers. Not one ever turned out to be 
coninected with organized crime, although 
said they were. In fact, crime was 

about the most disorganized business I 
ver come in contact with in my life. 
fas kind of jerky and stupid and 
. Sure there were murders. We are 
violent people, Americans, and we live in 
roffing concrete trash dumps where the 
‘Gnfy law is the blistering stench of indus- 
trjal ovens -screaming ~for-more= blood 
socrifices. It is not kil or be killed but kill. 
——“ari.be killed: Crime is dangerous, Sa is 
fucking your best friend's wife:in Texas. 
Yet nowadays people who dismiss the 
SLA as a CIA front still believe in-the 
myth of the Mafia,-a feudal conspiracy 


“BY Wiles Siegel 


whose existence has never been pinned 
down despite investigators spending bil- 
lions of dollars. Anyone is allowed to say 
anything about anyone with an Italian 
name who has been convicted of any 
crime or is related to a convicted or 
suspected criminal or knows one. Joseph 
McCarthy would have loved it. No one 
seems to scrutinize the sources. The 
stories are great copy. That's all that 
counts. The success of The Godfather is 
more eloquent than the few voices of 
dissent, which have been snowed under 
by a propaganda blizzard second only to 
World War Il. We now know about all 
there is to know about the Mafia, asserts 
Wilfrid Sheed, “except whether it actual- 
ly exists.” 

One expert says it doesn't. His creden- 
tials are exquisitely imposing. Dwight 
Smith is director of institutional research 
at the State University of New York at 
Albany and visiting associate professor of 
police science at the John Jay College 
of Criminal Science in New York City. As 
a consultant to the New York State Iden- 
tification and Intelligence System, Smith 
helped create a computerized information 
bank of arrest records, aliases, finger- 
prints and other conventional criminal 
data. So successful was this project that 
he was asked to do one especially on the 
Mafia. 

Computers are dumber than cops, and 
Smith soon found that he was unable to 
overcome the machine's inability to ap- 
preciate subtle theory. A computer pro- 
gram is composed of many small facts 
arranged so that you can locate them 
rapidly. The Mafia, it seemed, was not 
such a fact or set of facts. After much 
research, Dwight Smith decided that the 
Mafia was a myth invented and dissemi- 
nated by the police in order to explain 
their failure to control crime, He has 
elaborated this theory in The Mafia Mys- 
tique, published by Basic Books, a re- 
spected academic house. 

‘When Smith tried to create a computer 
program to identify Mafia members, he 
was faced with the problem that the total 
number of people involved was so small. 
“You start with a subgroup called ‘crimi- 
nals," he says. “That immediately re- 
duces the size of the class. drastically. 
Then you cut it down further by selecting 
only criminals with Italian names and 
Sicilian ancestry, Add to this the custom- 
ary structure of Sicilian families. Of 
course the criminals are going to be relat- 
ed to each other. Of course they are going 
to have ‘straight’ relatives as well. How 
could it be any other way? It's a mix. It's 
what's going on in any ethnic group, only 
more so. Some people are criminals. 
Some people are straight, But it's totally 
to attempt to demonstrate from 
this model that these few Sicilian families 
are absolute masters of a vast domain 
called Organized Crime. All the available 
evidence, in fact, strongly suggests that 
this view is false, that the very notion of 
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organized crime itself is, in fact, a myth 
invented by the government to explain its 
inability to control crime.” 


rime writer Thomas Plate reviewed 

‘The Mafia Mystique for the New 

York Times and confessed that 
‘Smith’s research had led him to consider 
dropping the word Mafia entirely. Still, 
the sheer weight of published material 
about the Mafia creates an illusion of 
reality almost too vivid to deny, Smith 
counts 150 books derived from The God- 
father alone. His book examines that 
record all the way back to the earliest 
literary references to the Sicilian word 
mafia, which is apparently Arabic and 
means “refuge.” In one of the earliest 


Our economic order 
breeds crime. Fighting 
crime is a business. 
The Mafia myth is 
useful, keeping lots 


of people employed on 
both sides of the line. 


novels on the subject, Corleone, by Fran: 
cis Marion Crawford, a Sicilian git! tells 
her Roman hero: 


‘The Mafia is not a band nor anything of 
that sort, It is the resistance which the whole 
Sicilian people opposes to all kinds of gov- 
ernment and authority. Itis, how shall I say? 
A sentiment, a feeling, a sort of wild love of 
our country, that is a secret and will do 
anything. With us everybody knows what it 
is, and evil comes to everyone who opposes 
it—generally death. 


It sounds like any resistance group in 
occupied territory, Gardened and fe 
lized by official sources, this state of mind 
was interpreted as a secret society in the 
Italian literary media as a convenient 
explanation for all illegal activity and a 
facile rationalization for extreme govern- 
ment action punishing protest. With Si- 
cilian immigration to the United States 
the concept was picked up by police and 
journalists here. The lower-case “mafia” 
has become the Mafia, without any 
equivalent change in the observed facts. It 
is as if the notion of brotherhood were 
expanded into the Brotherhood, an orga- 
nization of secret loyalty not merely mi 
tant but lary. 

In fact, the police did try to prove that 
some Brotherhood of Eternal Love head- 
ed up by Timothy Leary conspired to 
manufacture and sell thousands of 
pounds of LSD. The case foundered in 
court. The Mafia likewise is big in the 
media but not in court, where the strict 
rules of evidence apply. Italian cri 
nals—or, more properly, criminals with 


Italian names—have been tried and con- 
victed for various acts. Sometimes they 
are related by marriage or friendship and 
attend the same social events. Nothing 
more has been revealed by the facts. A 
general conspiracy called the Mafia has 
not been demonstrated. To the contrary, 
in the cases of San Francisco ex-mayor 
Joseph Alioto and Frank Sinatra, where 
membership in the Mafia was at issue, the 
courts in the United States and England 
have awarded substantial libel judgments 
against the media. 

In what is possibly the most famous 
Mafia conspiracy case, the prosecution of 
63 men with Italian names arrested by a 
New York State police sergeant while 
attending a get-together at the home of 
Joseph Barbera in Apalachin, New York, 
the judge refused to allow the word 

“mafia” to be used in court, The jury 
found the defendants guilty of conspiracy 
to obstruct justice for refusing to tell 
anyone why they were there. The U; 
Second District Court of Appeals unai 
mously reversed the conviction, com- 
menting that “...a prosecution framed on 
such a doubtful basis should never have 
been allowed to proceed so far.” 

Two of the defendants were residents 
of Apalachin and old friends of Barbera’s, 
The others did have criminal records. 
Among them was Vito Genovese. The 
meeting took place not long after the 
murder of Albert Anastasia, and it is not 
totally unreasonable to suppose that it 
may have had something to do with 
settling differences among criminals 
without resort to violence. Supposition is 
very far from proof, however. It is equally 
plausible that they were there to cheer up 
Joseph Barbera, an old, sick friend. It was 
my Bar Mitzvah. One of the men arrested 
was delivering an order of fish from a 
local merchant. 

‘The notion of conspiracy is not com- 
fortable to American minds. It took an 
enormous propaganda blitz to convince 
the public that there actually were illegal 
conspiracies at work in Watergate. The 
Godfather myth seems to be a lot more 
popular, even though the evidence for its 
existence comes from considerably less 
reliable sources. The bulk of the Mafia 
myth comes to the public in the following 
way: 

—from the police in the form of mere 
assertion; 

—from the police in the form of wiretap 
transcripts that do reveal much talk of 
illegal activities but in no case even so 
much as the criminal’s own belief in the 
Mafia nor even much to indicate great 
financial success. As Murray Kempton 
put it in a Playboy article based on wire- 
tap transcripts, the Godfather business— 
all those books and movies—is in a lot 
better shape than the Mafia business. The 
FBI has admitted that the transcripts are 
routinely doctored and have “no evident- 
iary value.” 

“from the police through the mouths of 


low-level paid informers such as Valachi, 
whose accounts are so peculiar in content 
and unsupported by other evidence as to 
leave even the most willing believer 
doubtful of their value. The government 
now not only pays informers but sets 
them up with new lives and identities. 
This is more effective than torture in 
getting people to talk, but is the informa- 
tion any more reliable? 

—in books such as Honor Thy Father by 
Gay Talese, in which the sources, though 
undoubtedly authentic, had a big enough 
piece of the action to motivate them to tell 
as great a story as possible. According to 
the transcripts of a hearing held in Federal 
Bankruptcy Court in San Jose, California, 
Salvatore V. Bonanno’s attempt to be 
declared legally bankrupt was frustrated 
by government objections revealing his 
children were beneficiaries of a trust set 
up from the proceeds of the 1971 best- 
seller about his father, 

—in works of fantasy and imagination 
expanding on all these sources by writers 
such as Mario Puzo, who never met a 
member of the Mafia in real life but knew 
the value of a good story. Puzo and I once 
worked for the same pulp magazine. His 
desk was directly behind mine, So I know 
quite a bit about his writing techniques. 
Mario invented phantom divisions, which 
he placed and moved so realistically that 
readers claiming to have fought in these 
very battles would write in applauding. 
He was a master of historical forgery. 

Someone once said, “A lie is as good as 
the truth if you can get someone to believe 
it.” When people find out that 1 know 
Mario Puzo they usually ask me, “Is The 
Godfather true?” The answer, which they 
never accept is: "Maybe 3 percent.” [ 
know the sources he used. One book on 
the Mafia in Sicily, The Honored Society 
by Norman Lewis, is very strong. I gave 
Mario that book, and I think he will agree 
that it was one of the primary inspirations 
for the novel. The main figure in Puzo's 
novel, Don Vito Corleone, comes almost 
directly out of The Honored Society, but 
he is transplanted from Sicily to America, 

1 know that Mario consulted the Vala- 
chi testimony and the minutes of the 
Congressional committees investigating 
organized crime, And I have heard that 
some of the anecdotes in this book, not- 
ably the incident of the baby thrown into 
the furnace, were told to him by his 
mother, Also, Mario Puzo was for a long 
time a compulsive gambler. It seems like- 
ly that he must have picked up important 
insights that way. 

But I think that 97 percent of The 
Godfather is the product of one of our 
time’s great imaginations. It is fiction, the 
masterwork of a master storyteller. De- 
spite this, mass opinion about the nature 
of organized crime is being shaped more 
by Mario Puzo's fantasies than by any 
influence more closely connected with 
reality, Mario found that it was much 
better to make up history than to record it. 


History is boring. It doesn’t make sense. 
‘The Godfather makes sense—so much so 
that we really want it to be true. 


have a friend everyone “knows” is in 

the Mafia, Let’s call him Guy Colombo. 

His real last name is the same as that of 
a well-known Mafia boss. 

At one time he managed a bar in Span- 
ish Harlem. It was his father's bar. But it 
‘was in someone else’s name. There wasso 
much action going on in there all the time 
that all he could do was try to main- 
tain decorum, 

‘The people in the neighborhood re- 
spected Guy because he had established 
his character dramatically the first week 


on the job, He had parked his new Cor- 


Fact is, much of the 
funds appropriated for 
fighting organized 
crime in America has 
gone for political 
surveillance of leftists 
and union activists. 


vette across the street, where he could 
watch it through the saloon window. One 
of the local tough guys walked over to the 
car and idly scratched his initials into 
the paint with a key. Guy took a baseball 
bat out from under the bar, ran the laugh- 
ing hoodlum down and broke both his 
legs. Guy is sometimes not really very 
sure of himself, a little dazzled by the 
demands his work makes on his sense of 
reason. He prepared himself for his first 
visit with the police by discussing the size 
of the bribe with his father. “When the 
lieutenant comes in, you give him $10," he 
was told. That hardly seemed enough for 
a lieutenant. 

“L gave him $25,” he reported, “and he 
nearly kissed my hand. Just from the look 
in his eye, I knew that it was too much. 
‘Think of that. The price of a New York 
police lieutenant is only $10.” 

Guy was very much interested in 
prices. Many bargains were offered to 
him at the bar. He was unable to resist 
them. A KLH-11 portable stereo, retail 
value $200, bar price $12.50. A $400 color 
television might be $50. His apartment 
was filled with television sets, one in 
every room, even the bathroom. 

“I'm hooked,” he complained. “I'm 
worse than the junkies. I can’t turn any- 
thing down. | make $400 a week. Some 
weeks I don’t bring a nickel home. I spend 
it all on junk.” 

Here is a young man who has a name 
we keep reading in the newspaper iden- 
tified again and again as an American 
Mafia “family.” He is paid $400 a week for 


running a bar whose ownership is uncer- 
tain, He is a receiver of stolen goods. He 
bribes police officers. He has already 
much of the manner and force we have 
been taught to believe are the identifying 
characteristics of the man of respect, the 
Mafioso. 

Thad my friend Mario Puzo send Guy 
an autographed copy of The Godfather. 
He loved the book. After he finished it, he 
said to me, “What I want to know now is 
where do | go to join up?" 

Does that seem as strange to you as it 
does to me? If there really is a Mafia, it is 
surprising that Guy Colombo doesn’t 
know how to find it. Maybe it doesn't 
exist at all. Maybe it is one of those 
curious inventions of history. Maybe the 
Mafia is merely good copy. But let us 
suppose fora moment that there really is a 
Mafia, that Mario has somehow hit on 
something, How big a business is this 
really? Compare Murray Kempton’s Play- 
boy article with a recent Time magazine 
cover story (May 16, 1977). 

Kempton examines the extensive (1,888 
pages) transcript of tape recorded by the 
FBI detailing the business activities of 
died-in-the-wool Mafiosi such as Angelo 
“Ray” DeCarlo of Mountainside, New 
Jersey. DeCarlo’s business is street gam- 
bling—dice games and such—and loan- 
sharking, and it brings him much sorrow 
and frustration. His expenses keep rising: 
he’s paying “ice” to platoons of cops, and 
every time he turns around a new law 
officer is asking for his share. His gam- 
bling operations as often as not lose 
money. His loan-shark customers fre- 
quently can’t pay up and try to cancel 
their debls by squealing to the police 
Finally, he gets 20 years for trying to beat 
up a guy who can't come up with the 
payback on a loan, 

Time magazine, on the other hand, 
presents the Mafia as America’s most 
efficient moneymaking organization, a 
hit-happy band of killers who milk profits 
from pornography, bootleg cigarettes and 
coffee, gambling, loan-sharking, narcot- 
ics, hijacking, extortion and labor racke- 
tering to the tune of $48 billion a year in 
gross revenues, $25 billion net. This, Time 
points out, compares to sales of $51.6 
billion and a net of $2.6 billion in 1976 for 
Exxon, America’s largest corporation, 
There is a tiny flaw here. It is called 
displacement of capital, the bulge in the 
python as the pig is digested. Money 
shows, What does the Mafia do with all 
this money? Remember that Exxon is 
dealing in a basically simple commodity, 
oil. Yet to make that $2.6 billion profit it 
has to own and operate its own fleets, 
security services, land and air transporta- 
tion facilities, gigantic refineries and 
manufacturing plants so vast that their 
toxic by-products and wastes poison 
hundreds of thousands of square miles. Its 
filling stations and signs and advertising 
and filthy empties blight every scene, It 
‘owns or controls not just banks but vast 
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banking systems such as Chase Manhat- 
tan, And it does this as much as possible 
by electronic notation rather t ch 

‘Time admits that the Mafia is “a re- 
markably small organization,” with per- 
haps 5,000 “made men,” all of Italian 
origin, And they are doing as much busi- 
ness as Exxon out of saloons, pizza par- 
lors and garbage trucks—all in cash? 
Really. How quaint. The largest organ 
crime operation in the world today is 


said 
to be the Guajira Peninsula Colombian 


marijuana trade, which apparently fun 
tions with the connivance of the Colom- 
bian government and may possibly do as 
much as 82 billion a year. One of its single 
biggest problems has been dealing with 
the sheer bulk of the bales of dollars— 
counting it, storing it, exchanging it. The 
banks can't handle any more cash. 

“The fact is that crime just isn't that big a 
business. You may need less capital to get 
started, but it's harder to do things illegal- 


ly. You don't have the government work- 
ing for you the way Exxon does. It’s 
working against you. And the government 
is very well organized indeed. The best 
organized and most profitable form of 
crime is supposedly illegal gambling. Yet 
big 


legal gambling itself is not a vei 
business, The gross for the Nevada 
nos is less than half the Exxon net. Lot- 
teries run by 13 states together grossed 
only $1.1 billion in 1976. And that’s with 
all the benefits of advertising and mass 
merchandising. 

Mlegal gambling can't be bigger than 
that. It's got to be smaller. Manufacturing 
cars is always going to be a bigger busi- 
ness than stealing them. As Thomas Plate 
points out, most criminals only want to 
get a stake so they can get into something 
legitimate. Frank Costello made his mil- 
lions in legal trucking businesses. It's not 
greasy hoods taking over legitimate busi- 
ness. It's classic American upward mobil- 
is the employer of last resort. It 
ty’s worst shit work: sucking off 


onsider Time's figure of the Mafia’s 
$4-billion net on drugs alone. Any 

dope smuggler will tell you that 

even the most sophisticated and success- 
ful operations involve hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars, not millions, Very few 
rings last very long. In the first place, itis-a 
commodities market with all of the 
dangers of supply and demand plus those 
additional problems created by being ille- 
gal, not the least of which is the cost for 
protection. No large il 
any kind o for very long without 
coming to the attention of the police, who, 
often as not, demand their cut. You work 
in small groups to decrease visibi 
‘The really big smuggling operations are 
run by the police or the military, often to 
produce foreign exchange for secret se- 
i s. In Mexico, until a 
few years ago, it was said that the biggest 
dope dealer was the head of the Federal 
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Narcotics Bureau. The CIA ran tons of 
heroin during the Vietnam War. Israeli 
intelligence agents are widely reported to 
be active in the drug trade at times. 

The total sum of the action in drugs is 
very large, but the pieces are quite small, 
It is the opposite of centralized govern- 
ment—not the mirror image. A wl 
Newsday, a big Long Island, New York, 
daily, sent a team of crack investigative 
reporters looking for Mr. Big in the heroin 


The total U.S. police 
budget is about 
$75 billion. Suppose 
there is a Mafia, 
couldn't we buy it 
off for a lot 
less? Do we really 
need tanks and 
flamethrowers to 
combat bookmaking? 


trade, expense no object. More than 
$100,000 and one Pulitzer Prize later it 
came out this way: There is no Mr. Big. It 
is an entrepreneurial business that makes 
Seventh Avenue look like AT&T, lots of 
little guys hustling lots of little loads. 
Contrast the government's response to 
white-collar crime, In 1973, Public Cit 
zen, a Ralph Nader group, estimated the 
level of white-collar crime at $40 billion 
year, However, the group noted, “ 
has yet to appear an offi 
the corporate crimes, consumer fraud: 


ing this country’s economy and bringing 
its political institutions to the brink of 
ruin.” The Justice Department promised 
in response to organize a task force to deal 
with white-collar crime, which, it admit- 


a staggering rate,” 


Dwight Smith, historian Daniel Bel 
author Ferdinand Lundberg (The Ric 
and the Super Rich), |. Edgar Hoover and 
a number of very tough prosecutors (in- 
cluding Burton Turkus, prosecutor of 
Murder, Inc.) have all refused to buy the 
myth of the Mafia, Yet it persists and 
flourishes. Why? 

Fighting crime is a business. It has to 
justify its cost to its clients. Our economic 
order breeds crime. People have to steal to 
cat, kill during unpredictable ta 
trums of passion and anxiety. You can't 


stop that with police. The all-purpose 
American enemy used to be communism. 
By the late ‘50s, that was a tired bogey- 
economic needs for a 
truce with Russia and China, it had to be 
de-emphasized. When Bobby Kennedy 
kept insisting that the Mafia was taking 
over labor unions, possibly making them 
more effective, Hoover began to take a 
vague interest in the subject, 

‘The real blitz began in the early ‘60s 
with a series of high-level conferences at 
Oyster Bay, New York, at which Nelson 
Rockefeller's propagandists laid out the 
new line. The new enemy was now orga- 
nized crime, a vast domain with many 
races and many languages ruled by an 
elite Sicilian cadre. What this really 
meant was the labor movement. And, in 
fact, much of the funds appropriated for 
fighting organized crime has gone for 
political surveillance of leftists and union 
activists. 

Jimmy Hoffa was the perfect target. It 
would have been better if he had been 
Italian, though the inference was that he 
was their agent. It was enough that he was 
successful, success being a sure official 

“proof” that there was this superorgan- 
ization, an unspeakable fraternity of evil, 
its slimy tentacles sucking at everyone 
everywhere. No underpaid and antiquat- 
ed village constabulary could handle it. 
We needed a modern force of scientific 
peace officers armed with the best stuff 
that money could buy. And it was bought, 
The total police budget for the United 
States, according to Thomas Plate’s book, 
Crime Pays!, is about $75 billion a year. 
That is quite a figure. It arouses certain 
inevitable questions. Are we getting our 
money's worth? Do we need tanks and 
flamethrowers to combat bookmaking? 
Suppose there is a Mafia. Couldn't we buy 
it off for a lot less? If so, should we do it? 

Perhaps we shouldn't. There is a certain 
irreducible reality to every myth, even if 
that irreducible reality is a lie. The myth 
of the Mafia is useful. It seems to keep 
many people employed on both sides of 
the line, even if it is only in hustling each 
other, as in the case of the CIA's alleged 
attempts to get Castro assassinated. No 
one has yet shown how a bunch of dis- 
credited bookies, pimps and thugs could~ 
succeed where the entire might of the 
American establishment with all its vas- 
sals and serfs had failed. 

If you remember the story, Giancana, a 
Chicago thug working with a pimpy hood 
named Rosselli, was supposed to get or- 
ganized-crime elements in Cuba to poison 
Castro so that organized crime could run 
open gambling in Havana again. These 
two guys were supposedly heavy gang 
sters, yet most of their convictions were 
for things like fixing card games. At one 
point Giancana had the CIA bug his girl 
friend's room to see if she was cheating on 
him. This was in Las Vegas. Surely a 
big-deal Mafioso would have been able to 

(continued on page 89) 
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The ABZ’s of cocaine connoisseurship. 
Spend 10 minutes reading this article—and you'll 
know more about coke than Mick Jagger 


he testimony of those who know is 

qT clear—things go better with coke. » 
The Incas revered it as nature's 

finest product. Sigmund Freud put his 

career on the line to defend it. And Dr. 

Ronald Siegel, a world-class psychophar- 


I drug yet discovered. Cocaine 


by Richard Ashley r 


he 


provides cuphoria, energy and endurance 
with minimal negative side effects. Un- 
less, of course, it is abused. 

But, however «letermined the indulges, 
getting loo much of a good thing isn’t easy 
these days, The coke of legend is harder to 
find than a good-tasting tomato. Like the 
air we breathe, the product grows more 
contaminated each year, What the typical 
head fonelly believes to be the real thing 
seldom contains more than 25 to 40 per- 
cent cocaine. The remaining weight is 
made up with a host of adulterants. none 
of which are good for you and some of 
which are very dangerous. The resulting 


combination doesn't taste like the real 
thing and doesn’t look like the r 
Unwhi 


thing, 
ed (unadulterated) coke has a 
y homogencous appearance: 

Not that it is always the same appear- 
ance. Cocaine is far more varied a product 
than you might suspect. While rock and 
flake are the basic forms and white the 
basic color, differences in the source ma- 
terial (coca) and refining methods lead to 
variations on the them 

The purpose of refining is to liberate 
cocaine from the 20 or so other alkaloids 
of the coca leaf. Depending on how far the 
refining process is carried, rock or flake is 
the final result. Cocaine crystals tend to 
collect and form rocks as they precipitate 
from solution. ‘To obtain flake. the rocks 
¢ crushed and the final cleaning pro- 
cedure repeated until the coke is pure 
enough to remain in individual crystals. 
Pharmaceutical cocaine—flake that is 99 
to 100 percent pure—is made by repeating 
this last step until virtually all the other 
ca alkaloids have been c inated, 
While the standards set by the U.S. 
Pharmacopoeia determine the kind of 
cocaine manufactured by the legal labo- 
ratories, what the illicit Kitchens turn out 
is generally determined by the source 
material available to them. IF itis Huanico 
(Bolivian) coca, the cocaine content of the 
rock first obtained may be as high as 85 to 
90 percent: if Truvillo (Peruvian) coca, as 
low as 70 percent. The former is an 
eminently saleable commercial product 
the latter needs further processing to in- 
crease the cocaine content. Rock cocaine 
is therefore almost always Bolivian and 
flake almost always Peruvian 

Genuine rock is hard and when sliced 
with a razor reveals a layered crystalline 
structure. While even very good Bolivian 
rock may be white, the highest quality has 
yellow tints and sometimes a fairly strong 
yellowish tint throughout. Similarly, the 
best Peruvian flake tends to be faintly 
pink rather than white. The effects of the 
basic Bolivian and Peruvian varieties can 
also be distinguished. The characteristic 
euphoria of cocaine is usually more ap- 
parent with Peruvian, while the body 
energy released by cocaine is more nola- 
ble with Bolivian. Thus, Bolivian coke is 
often called “heavy” and Peruvi 

‘These are rough descriptions. 
grass. no {wo illicit cokes cither look 


60 


exactly the same or give pre 
same high. The cocaine content var 
mix of the remaining associat 
isn’t the same, different solvent 
by different kitchens, and the who 
do the cooking range from crude short- 
order types to sensitive masters 

As they say in Colombia, “The chef is 
everything.” Their differing skills affect 
both the appearance and the head of the 
cocaine they produce. But the exact ex- 
tent of their influence isn't always a 


The characteristic 
euphoria of 
cocaine is 
more apparent 
with Peruvian; 

the body - 
energy-release 
thrill is 
more notable 
with Bolivian. 


tainable, Obviously the hash slingers of 
I kitchens don't prepare 
or the pink flake, much 
he silvery butterfly wings and irides 

ent mother-of-pearl featured by the great 
chefs, Bul there is no objective data on 
say, a chef's ability to alter the 
nlage and ratios of the noncocaine 
aloids remaining in the illicit product 
affect the high. And unless a great chef 
publishes his or her observations on the 
subject, we are not likely to learn how the 
different solvents—petroleum ether, ben- 
zene, alcohol, to name a few—affect 
appearance, 


y the time even the best cocaine 
B aches the uses, however. such 
questions haw : 


demic. Adulteration is now such an e 
tablished procedure that some cocaine is 
whacked even before it crosses the 
border. And all but a very tiny pere 
of wha! is left untouched by the expo 
is stepped on as soon as the importers get 
their hands on it, At both levels, cutting 


how, 
per 


been developed into a fine art. A few 
years back the professionals were limited 
io dissolving the cocaine and adulterants 


into solution and reconstituting the mix- 
ture as rock, ‘The fraud could easily be 
detected with a razor blade and a knowl- 
edgeabl The word got around and 
“repro” heeame a dirty word in the coke 
world, Now the pros are so good that they 
make phony mother-of-pearl and bulter- 
fly wi 


A booming seller's market, ignorance 
and greed best explain the shoddy state of 
the market. Since 1972, the affluent 
ses have taken to coke as they did to 

a few years earlier. In the process, 
have made cocaine a growth issue 
hed since the heyday of Xerox. An 
of uncut cocaine going for $800 or 
so in 1972 now costs $2,200-2,500—and the 
chances of finding it are slim. Merchants, 
whether used-car salesmen or coke 
dealers, rarely resist the temptation to 
profit from the ignorance of their custom- 
ers. Because the average coke buyer is as. 
likely to be familiar with Sanskrit as with 
the appearance, taste and effects of uncut 
coke, the big rip-off is bound to be the 
prevailing order of business. 

The hoom market attracted large 
numbers of hustlers eager to take advan- 
tage of the new initiates. By the time 
something reputed to be cocaine reaches 
the Consumer, it has passed through so 
hands that only the superstar rich 
can afford it if it remains unwhacked, 
Profits must he extracted at each level of 
passage, and a gram of pure coke can only 
go so far. To keep the profits rolling, the 
product must be stretched unmercifully: 
and accepted by customers who don't 
know any better, 

‘The substances most commonly used to 
adullerate cocaine are mannitol (aka 
menita, maunite) lactose. dextrose, inc 
tol, procaine, lidocaine, quinine and am- 
phetamine. (Metamphetamine,  methe- 
a ubiquitous cut, is now too 


expensive to be popular) Mannitol is 
laxative, lactose and dextrose are milk 
sugars. and inositol is a vitamin B com- 


pound. All seem fairly harmless, but since 
none dissolve in water with the rapidity of 
cocaine they tend to clog and irritate the 
nose. And because none of the adulterants 
were designed for absorption through the 
mucous membranes. there is no clinical 
data on whether long-term ingestion can 
lead to problems more serious than nasal 
irvitation 

The local anesthetics procaine and li 
docaine can definitely lead to far more 
serious problems. Allergic reactions are 
not unusual, and deaths have occurred 
after intravenous injection. Ditto quinine, 
cut seen with increasing frequency these 
. Researchers discovered some time 
ago that many of the ODs erroneously 
attributed to heroin were in fact due to 
allergic reactions to the quinine with 
which it had been whacked. No fatal 
tions have been reported with snorted 
. but it's hardly worth risking the 


al side effects of quinine hardly 
recommend it either. Users report ringing 
in the cars, blurred vision and breathing 
problems after a few days of snorting 
qui cocaine. 

AIL of which makes it worthwhile to 
know how your cocaine has heen cut. To 
this end, a number of kitchen tests have 
received widespread publicity: the burn, 


alcohol, cobaltous-thiocyanate, melting- 
point and Clorox tests. The melting-point 
test (every substance has a specific melt- 
ing point) can determine everything you 
need to know about the composition of a 
given sample, But it requires a first-rate 
lab technique as well as extensive knowl- 
edge about the vagaries of testing com- 
posite substances, neither of which the 
average head is likely to have. Each of the 
other tests is useful in determining if 
something other than cocaine is in your 
sample, but none can guarantee a positive 

ion of quinine, and only one, 
the clorox test, can positively identify the 
local anesthetics. (Drop a well-chopped 
sample of your buy into a tall glass of 
Clorox, Any part of it that immediately 
drops to the bottom and turns red or 
orange is a local anesthetic.) 

If you really want to be sure of whal 
you are snorting besides cocaine, the best 
thing to do is to send a sample (a couple of 
small lines) to PharmChem or some other 
lab offering anonymous testing of street 
drugs. Naturally it’s discouraging to sit on 
your stash while waiting a week or ten 
days for the results, yet nowhere near so 
discouraging as an allergic reaction to 
quinine, procaine or some other danger- 
ous adulterant. 


ome people argue that cocaine cut 
with relatively harmless materials is 
afer to use than pure cocaine. This 
isa myth based on either (a) the belief that 
cocaine is a highly toxic, physiologically 
addictive drug, or (b) the notion that the 
effects of pure cocaine are 10 powerful 
for most pcople to handle. Neither claim 
has any basis in fact. Except in very large 
doses, cocaine is rapidly detoxified by the 
liver; and it is a mild euphoric stimulant, 
not a powerful one. 

It has also been said that pure cocaine 
severely damages the sensitive nasal 
membranes and hence must be diluted for 
safe and pleasurable snorting. This is an 
unfounded rumor. Uncut cocaine is very 
quickly absorbed by the moist, warm 
nasal membranes. The tiny blood 
become saturated, then pass the cocaine 
into the bloodstream and on to the br. 
You get high. Nose problems only occur 
with overindulgence and bad hygiene. 
Cocaine is a vasoconstrictor-when i 
effects wear off, the mucous membrani 
demand the blood that heavy snorting has 
denied therm. Congestion, sneezing and 
head-cold symptoms follow. It is then 
tempting to snort to relieve the discom- 
fort. This leads to a vicious cycle of 
chronic inflammation, temporary. relief 
and increased nose problems. If not bro- 
ken, lesions and ulceration of the mucous 
lining result 

With the current price of coke, few 
users need worry overmuch about this. 
The best advice is to lay off the coke when 
the congestion starts. To avoid most of the 
troublos to which the coke snorter’s nose 
is liable, all users should douche with a 


lukewarm salt-water solution (a teaspoon 
of salt to a glass of water) after an evening 
of pleasure. Besides flushing away undi 
solved adulterants, douching soothes 
membranes that have been repeatedly 


Another common belief serving as a 
rationale for cutting coke is that the cuts 
inhibit cocaine’s well-known habit of dis- 
appearing when exposed to moisture 
True. if the coke is sufficiently smothered 
in adulterants, there is bound to be some 


A few years ago 
“repro” became 

a dirty word 

in the coke 

world, Now the 

pro chefs are 

so good they 

can fake 
mother-of-pearl 
and butterfly wings. 


inhibitory action. But considering the ease 
with which coke can be protected from 
dampness, cutting is rather too high a 
price to pay. In moderate climates all that 
is required to retain potency and weight is 
a well-sealed glass container. In very 
humid climates like southern Florida— 
where a gram left out overnight is reduced 
to a thin paste by morning—storage in a 
container containing calcium chloride or 
some other material that attracts and 
absorbs water faster than cocaine does is 
advisable, 

Damp coke should be dried before 
storing or snorting. Spread it thinly on a 
clean glass surface a few inches under a 
60-wall bulb. Within 15 minutes even 
very damp coke will be crunchy dry. Ifthe 
coke begins turning pale brown, the heat 
source is too close, Under no 
stance attempt drying it in the o 
unusable mess is the result. 

Of all the rationales for mutilating na- 
ture’s finest, the argument claiming altru: 
ism is the hardest to swallow. This holds 
that given a market situation in which 
demand exceeds supply. adulteration is 
the only equitable way of ensuring that 
every consumer gets a taste. Though filled 
with holes, it is a respectable enough 
argument if the adulterators snorted the 
same stuff they sold, I've never met a 
whacking dealer who did, In real life it is 
just another coke dealer's fantasy, greed 
masquerading as benevolence. The mo- 
live for cutting is to increase profits, not to 
share the wealth, Uncut 90-percent coke 


can be sold for $125 a gram. The same 
stuff cut to 60 percent fetches $100. As- 
suming the dealer paid $2,400 an ounce, 
doing business at the original stand can 
net $900 per. At the cutrate emporium the 
dealer can pocket $1,300, less the cost of 
some supermarket lactose and a few min- 
utes labor. Plus, there is the cost of build- 
ing bad karma on two fronts—by 
enriching oneself at the expense of others 
and by polluting a natural resource. In 
short, by playing the same game as the 
giant industrial spoilers. 

Retribution comes slowly to legitimate 
business, but karmic returns are tallied 
very speedily in the coke world. The 
dealers who cut most heavily are usually 
the ones who go out of business most 
quickly. Their supplier, for example, de- 
cides to increase profits by stepping on 
everything before it goes out the door 
Instead of refusing the stuff, these dealers 
accept it, Their customers have become 
accustomed to low quality, and the 
dealers know they can move it. But to 
keep up profits they have to add the same 
percentage of cut to the new shipment as 
they did to the old uncut one. Customers 
get less for their money. Then the supplier 
ier and the dealers have to 
even more. So it goes, until the 
hard to move and until it is so bad 
that the only person willing to buy itis the 
man. At which point another sel of once 
reliable dealers go down the tubes. 

Of course, the average head isn't con- 
cerned about the fate of dealers locked 
into a vicious system, Nor do these heads 
appear much concerned about what gets 
put into their bodies, Getting high is what 
matters, and apparently anything that 
does the trick is acceptable. As the popu- 
larity of PCP attests, discriminating tas! 
is not a prevalent characteristic among 
drug users, But if how high it gets you is 
the ultimate test of a drug's market value, 
no substitute for pure cocaine should be 
accepted. For just as two joints of com- 
mercial weed will never get you as high as 
one joint of something superb, the high 
potential of a 30-percent-pure gram is not 
even close to that of one-third gram of 90 
percent pure. 

A typical $80 gram of 30 percent pure 
no economie bargain either. Not when a 
90 percenter goes for 120-125. The buyer 
of the adulterated gram is paying. a 
little arithmetic makes plain, twice 
much money for the same amount of 
cocaine. 

Can anything be done to end this sorry 
cycle of bad cocaine, bad bargains and 
bad karma? Legalization would do it, but 
that step is hardly imminent. A consumer 
boycott, a refusal to buy adulterated « 
would stop it too, Not that this is a likely 
prospect either, but it would work 
Dealers, after all, are merchants, and if 
their customers won't buy inferior good 
they'll soon make sure that something 
better is available. 


(Continued on next page] 
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COKE 
ORCUITE: 


Six Tests that Tell 


Burn Te: 
Place a small amount of the 
sample on a piece of alumi- 
num foil and hold a lighted 
match about one-half inch 
beneath it. Pharmaceutical 
cocaine burns clear, leaving 
no residue. Illicit cocaine, 
which still retains small 
amounts of other coca alka- 
loids, burns clear but leaves 


a reddish brown stain on the 
foil and a bit of residue. Lac- 
tose and dextrose blacken 
the burn. Quinine and most 
of the other common cuts 
behave too much like co- 
caine to be identifiable. Pro- 
caine, however, produces 
thick white fumes, and meth- 
edrine sizzles and pops as it 
burns. 


Methanol Test: 

Cocaine, procaine, lidocaine 
and the amphetamines are 
all soluble in methanol (wood 
alcohol); quinine and inositol 
are not; lactose, dextrose 
and mannitol are only par 
tially soluble, Any part of a 
sample that doesn’t com- 
pletely dissolve when placed 
in methanol is definitely not 
‘one of the soluble sub- 
stances. It may be one or 
more of the insoluble ones or 
one or more of the partially 
soluble ones. Which one(s) 


cannot be determined by this 
test 


Clorox Test: 
Gently drop a well-chopped 
sample into a tall glass filled 
with Clorox. Cocaine sits 
on the surface for a few 
seconds then slowly sinks, 
leaving a milky trail. The am- 
phetamines behave similarly, 
and both dissolve complete- 
ly. Mannitol, lactose and dex- 
trose quickly sink to the 
bottom and remain there— 
lactose and dextrose in tiny 
grains, mannitol in a dustlike 
layer. The most easily iden- 
tified reaction is that of pro- 
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caine and lidocaine. They 
sink directly to the bottom 
and turn bright red or 
orange. There is consider 
able dispute about the reac- 
tion of quinine. Some claim 
that like many other sub- 
stances quinine bursts 
across the surface and that 


what distinguishes it from 
these others is the way it 
regroups into a red dot, But 


few people, including re- 
searchers at testing labs, 
have seen or been able to 
duplicate this reaction. 


Photorby Steve Cooper 


Visual Inspection: 
Cocaine crystals have their 
own distinctive appearance, 
as does each of the adul- 
terants. Uncut cocaine thus 
has a homogeneous look, 
which an adulterated prod- 
uct lacks. But since the art of 
reconstituting cocaine and 
adulterants together has 
been so highly developed, 


eyeball examination isn't all 
that conclusive, except 
where the adulterants differ 
radically in appearance from 
cocaine. Close examination 
with a good microscope can 
render positive identifica- 
tions, but this requires exten- 
sive familiarity with the 
crystalline structure of co- 
caine and the various cuts. 


Laboratory Analysis: 
The most certain way to 
know what you are snorting 
is to have it tested by trained 
professionals using foolproof 
techniques, You don’t nave 
to know a chemist; all you 
need is $5, a little patience 
and the following 

Wrap the equivalent of one 
dose in tissue paper or some 
other suitable material. Place 
it in an envelope together 
with $5 in cash or money 


order, information about the 
alleged content and a five- 
digit identification number of 
your own choosing (not 
numbers like 12345, 66666, 


etc.). Mark the envelope 
“HAND CANCEL" and mail it to: 
PharmChem, 1844 Bay 
Road, Palo Alto; Ca. 94303. 
To obtain test results, tele- 
phone the lab at (415) 941- 
6458 a week after mailing 
and give your identification 
number. 


Melting-Point Test: 
Every substance has its spe- 
cific melting point or range. 
(Cocaine's is 192-197°C, 
mannitol’s is 165-167°C, 
procaine’s is 153-156°C, li- 
docaine’s is 76-79°C, and so 
on.) With the proper equip- 
ment and procedure—test 
kits and operating instruc- 
tions are available, as adver 


tised in this magazine, for 
approximately $200—one 
might observe lidocaine or 
some other cut with a greatly 
lower melting point than co- 
caine melting out before the 
whole sample melted. But 
most of the cuts merely 
cause deviations of the co- 
caine melting point, making 
any positive identifications 


unlikely. To further compli- 
cate matters, the ratios of 
associated alkaloids in illicit 
cocaine differ from batch to 
batch, and each affects the 
melting point of the whole 
sample. To be of any real use, 
then, the melting-point test 
requires a great deal of 
knowledge and an exacting 
technique. 


Further details on these tests 
can be found in: 

‘Adam Gottlieb, The Plea- 
sures of Cocaine and The 
Cocaine Tester's Handbook 
(High Times Press/Golden 
State Publishing), 

David Lee, The Cocaine 
Consumer's Handbook 
(And /Or Press), 

Richard Ashley, Cocaine: 
Its History, Uses, and Effects 
(Warner Paperback). @ 
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ere in the northernmost ban: 
republic, where the pay phon 
still costs a nickel thanks to the 
goodness of the last benevolent dictator, 
Huey P. Long, the Kingfish, time crawls on 
all fours. 
The patron saint of New Orleans is 
Saint Expeditus, whose name you will 
implore when the swamp gas and humid- 
ily get so thick that matches refuse to 
strike and magnolia trees appear to be 
melting. Here in the Crescent City, s 
called because the Mississippi River 
forms a perfect are around New Orleans 
lime is measured in terms of celebrations, 
the weeks or months from one pleasure- 
seeking event to the next—the Cajun An- 
douille Fest, the St. Bernard Gumbo Eatin’ 
Contest, the Opelousas Yambalee, Breaux 
Bridge Crawfish Contest Festival, the 
Blessing of the Fleet, the Shrimp and 
tival, the Madewood Pla 
lebration, any excuse for a 
me blow- 
out, Mardi C ;, known to every tourist 
and easy rider from Goast to Continent 
But the Jazz and Heritage Festival, a 


lation Arts C 
party, to say nothing of the all 
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youthful contender, represents a spirit 
closer to the true heart of the Crescent 
Gity than does Mardi Gras with its bac- 
chanalian madness and feudal passion 
plays. The Jazz Fest audience is almost 90 
percent from Louisiana, while Mardi Gras 
draws them in from all over the planet 

‘The vibration picks up right after the 
streets are cleaned of the February Mardi 
Gras. rubble; though the Fest is two 
months away, the town begins to bubble. 
cd Festival-goers start dreaming of 
vats of boiling crawfish, Zatarain’s Crab 
Boil, the hypnotic odors of jambalaya, filé 
gumbo and that ol’ New Orleans standard, 
red beans and rice. (Louis Armstrong used 
to sign his letters “Red beans and ricely 
yours...") 

The Jazz Festival, which is held at the 
New Orleans rgrounds, itself a 
gumbo, a veritable okra, garlic and tabas- 
co stew of America’s root music, its off- 
shoots, disciples, imitators, practitioners, 
children and stepchildren, as well as the 
out-of-town greats who come not only to 
strut their stuff but to pay homage to the 
cily of their musical forefathers and fore- 


grandfathers. Spread out over ten acres in 
the center of a deserted racetrack, the Jazz 
Festival is held on two successive week- 
ends in April, with evening concerts held 
aboard the S.S. Admiral, an extra-large 
Mississippi riverboat brought down espe: 
cially from St. Louis for the event 

‘The daytime festival, with three big-top 
circus tents, four stages, five gazebos and 
100 crafts and food booths, has something 
for everyone. The aural menu consists of 
the best of the blues, ragtime, R&B, gospel, 
Dixieland, Cajun, country, traditional 
jazz, progressive jazz, European jazz, C 
tibbean obeah music and a few musical 
categories too esoteric to allow mention 
of their names in print, With its 3,000 
performers, 200,000 uncongested festival- 
goers, and Lord alone knows how many 


helpings of crawfish pio, the Jazz Festival 
signals the rebirth of New Orleans as the 


1, home of the 
terious hoodoo 


nation’s true musical mec 
boogie-woogie, the my 
which jes’ grew ‘n’ grew. 

“This is the best place to start the Jaz: 
Festival, in the gospel tent, That's what 
sets me right,” says my friend Z., a 


member of the fabled Mardi Gras Krewe 
of Alligator, Order of Poppa Gator da 
Fo'teenth, a carpenter by trade and a 
prime New Orleans music aficionado by 
avocation, His advice 
doing the gospel tent firs 
invocation. 

It's high noon onan April Friday and up 
on the slage under this big-top tent the 
Alcce Fortier High School Choir is just 
winding up “You'll Never Walk Alone,” 
an ancient spiritual. But these 36 kids 
from Fortier (pronounced Foe-chez) have 
added a few Motown licks. Even from the 
back of the tent where % and I are 
standing you can spot the potential 
Arethas, the future Ray Charleses, giving 
it all they've got. The song ends with a 
young male soloist flying off on a gone 
falsetto, his eyes turned up toward the top 
of the tent, a torrent of sweat pouring 
down one side of his face and onto the 
white velveteen collar over his navy-blue 
gospel robes, a look you often see sweep- 
ing over the faces of older musicians like 
Muddy Waters, B.B. King, James oll 
Booker, Allen Toussaint, men whose early 


training had come in simils 
of their childhoods. “It’s the trunk of the 
New Awlins music tree,” Z. remarks, 
cutting in on my thoughts. “But it's not d’ 
roots. D’ roots you gonna find with the 
Indians, the black Mardi Gras tribes like 
Wild Tchoupitoulas, Golden Eagles, Wild 
Magnolias. But I always do the gospel tent 
first, out of respec’, 1 guess, and for just d 
right inspiration.” 


gospel choirs 


rothers and sisters, it gives me great 

pleasure to present the Mt. Zion 

Harmonizers.” Sherman Washing- 
ton, director of the gospel section of the 
mammoth festival, introduces his own 
group. five middle-aged black men in 
checked sport coats and matching ties 
who have been together in one form or 
another for close to 30 ye With two 
guitars, drums and an audience of about 
300 enthusiastic hand-clappers, the Zion 
Harmonizers swing into “Jesus—Without 
Him I Would Fade,” a spiritual they have 
undoubtedly been doing for those 30 
years note for note: and in the rocking, 
hand-clapping rhythm is revealed one of 


Photos by Michael P. Smith 


the foundations of modern rock music. 

If you want to hear the King of Acadian 
(hence ‘Cajun) Zydeco music, it's Clifton 
enier and his Red Hot Louisiana Band, 
th brother Cleveland on the metallic 
washboard keeping a clickety, railroad 
beat to Clifton’s inspired accordian. This 
is hard, kick-your-heels music whose ree 
ipe is held secret in the bayous and 


countr? towns of Opelousas, Mamou, 
Thibodeaux, Eunice or Bois Sec, where 
fiddlers and accordionists and washboard 


geniuses gather to frame time at bean- 
shucking or boudin -making par- 
lies. It is a sound shot with the accumu- 
lated effects of years of red-pepper 
tabasco, the primary stimulant indigenou 
to the Cajun areas of Louisiana. Chenier 
vocals, equally hot and indigenous, are a 
mix of French, English and Creole lingo, 
letting you know the many layers of 
Louisiana's jambalaya history. It is the 
kind of place where every fifth person 
might be named Boudreaux, Fontenot or 
Robichaux, though the language has re- 
moved itself from France, and the music 
even more so. 


In the Jazz Fest’s rhythm-and-blues de- 
partment the range of masters is endless. 
Ernie K-Doe (“Mother-in-Law”), Lee Dor- 
sey (“Workin’ in a Coal Mine”), Earl King 
(“Make a Better World”), Irma Thomas, 
Allen Toussaint (“Southern Nights”) 
James Booker and Professor Longhair, to 
cite just a few. In fact the biggest problem 
at the Festival is narrowing down your 
choices, since it's hard to be in two pla 


This festival is a gumbo, a 
veritable okra, garlic and 
tabasco stew of America’s 
roots music, its offshoots, 
imitators and children. 


at the same time, though certain Krewe of 
Alligator cognoscenti claimed to have 
mastered that trick 

‘Traditional jazz and Dixieland, long 
associated with Bourbon Street and New 
Orleans, is well represented by such lu- 
minaries as Eubie Blake, Kid Thomas and 
his Preservation Hall Jazz Band, Wallace 
Davenport and his All Star New Orleans 
Jazz or Emmanuel “Manny” Sayles, jazz 
banjo player with the Storyville 
Ramblers, a group whose very name de- 
fines the purity of their style. Storyville, 
New Orleans’ legendary red-light district 
ostensible birthplace of ragtime piano, the 
stomp and the boogie-woogie, inspiration 
for Louis Malle’s film Pretty Baby, the 
place where Louis Armstrong among 
others split his first lip playing the bar 
while irs the johns humped the 
hookers in time to the music 

Part of the Crescent City’s tradition is 
found in its funeral marching bands, like 
Herman Sherman's Young Tuxedo or the 
Olympia Brass Band, musicians in black 
suits and white caps whose path you 
might cross down on Harmony Street or 
uptown on Felicity, returning from a fu- 
neral and playing up a storm. At the Jazz 
Fest, as on the streets, the funeral march- 
ing band will be followed by its “second 
line,” the mourners turned celebrants, the 
street kids and bystanders who fall in 
behind the band and start parading along 
with them, 

Progressive jazz, formerly calle 
“modern,” is a field covered by a host of 
well-knowns, starting with Count Basie 
himself, Dave Brubeck and family 
McCoy Tyner, the New York Jazz Reper- 
tory Company, Grover Washington. |r. 
Hubert Laws, James Black Ensemble. 
Alvin Batiste and Earl Turbinton, most of 
whom play the evening concerts held at 
the New Orleans Municipal Auditorium 
and aboard the S.S, Admiral. 


‘o the side of the $.S. Admiral, a 
vibrant half-moon shines down 
over the port city, the gas lamps of 


the French Quarter flicker, a warm Le- 
vantine breeze blows in off the Gulf of 


66 


Mexic 


nd 3,000 swooning people of all 
ages, shapes, s nd colors float down 
E) the Mississippi River to the sounds of the 
Dixi-Kups. to the express-train drive of 
the Neville Brothers and to Allen Tous 
saint, 36-year-old inheritor of the piano 
mantle of New Orleans, composer, ar 
ranger, founder of aint Studios, au- 
thor of the recently popular “Southern 
Nights” and a hundred other New Orl 


Clifton Chenier’s recipe 
is held secret in the 
bayous and country towns 
of Opelousas, Mamou, 
Thibodeaux or Eunice. 


AM-oriented hits done by other arti 

You can feel the mythic time right at the 
gangplank, with the Dixi-Kups, three 
young black women in white silk—who as 
teenagers back in 1964 made their mark 
with “C hapel of Love” and 
rock'n'roll cla 
and sending the excited audience back to 
the first time that sound came out of the 
car radio or the neighborhood juke joint, 
A large glass ball rotates from the center 
of the ceiling, splaying light beams on the 
dancing crowd below as the S.S. Admi- 
ral’s foghorn gives one long blast and the 
ship edges away from the pier, 

Later, on the open-air top deck of the 
Admiral, the powerful beat of the Neville 
Brothers’ “Hey-Pak-E-Way,” a Mardi Gras 
Indian street song, vibrates in time with 
the hum of the big steamer's engines. With 
3,000 people in various stages of finery 
and funkiness, dancing with ecstatic 
joyous motions, what remains is the smell 
of that thick mojo sex the “aban- 
doned spooning,” and the feeling of 
501 : bh wanting the boat ride to never end. 


LUINGA "SN 


= la ¥ r. John and Professor Longhair 
IGHT BR were eatin’ dinner one night in 
sme San Francisco, and De, John said, 

ct 


Fess, they oughta have a Mardi Gras 
parade in yo" honor.’ Reverend Elwood 
P. Snellings, Esq., 31, is recounting a tale to 
the crowd in front of Tipit 2 year-old 
nightclub whose legend has spread rapid- 
ly through the R&B towns of the New 
South. 

“Dr, John said the Professor Longhair 
float should have many little pianos on it 
with Fats Domino, James Booker, Huey P. 
Smith, Toussaint, Dr. John himself and the 
other New Orleans piano players of the 
last 20 years, Then have the top, at 
a giant Wurlitzer, paradin’ down St 
Charles Avenue, so there would be no 
question about who's been influencin’ 
who.” 

It is Sunday night, with the Jazz Festival 
several hours over and the Fairgrounds 
owing cool, but at Tipitina’s, aka “Pro- 

jor Longhair’s Piano and Juice Bar,” the 

eing up 


fe 
die-hard music addicts are q 
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the 
downed on this year's Jazz Fe 
a free concert featuring Fess, a visiting 
guitarman named Sunnyland Slim from 
and, if rumor is right, the 
black Mardi Gras Indian 


Snellings is saying outside the joint, “in 
honor of the Professor and his contribu- 
tions.” Snellings is the attorney for and a 
stockholder of Summa-2-4-U Corp., the 
youthful 16-member board of owners of 
Tipitina’s. Professor Longhair is also one 
of the stockholders, and it is from a song 
of his, recorded by Dr. John on his Gumbo 
YaYa album, that the place is named. 

Tipitina’s is at the corner of Napoleon 
Avenue, and Tchoupitoulas Street (chop- 
it-too-lus), a wide street that runs upside 
the Mississippi River. ‘The word comes 
from an old Indian tribe whose name 
meant “muddy feet,” appropriate enough 
for those living on the banks of the Big 
Muddy. Along the river tonight the ware 
houses and railroad cars are silent, but the 
deep blast of a freighter’s foghorn is heard 
over the crowd like a baritone sax still 
echoing from the final afternoon concert 
at the Fairgrounds. In its earlier incarna- 
tions Tip’s, as it is fondly known, served 
as a waterfront bar and a KKK meeting 
hall and, after several other changes, was 
the 501 Napoleon Club, a country road- 
house transplanted to the middle of up- 
town New Orleans. 

The current operation evolved out of a 
group of friends who felt that “traditional 
music in New Orleans didn't have a home 
and that the musicians were getting a raw 
according to Steve Armbruster, one 
itina’s owners-crew. Lanky, with 
sandy beard and long hair, Armbruster 
like a grown-up Huck Finn, Part of 
the Tipitina’s coalition includes the 
Krewe of Alligator, the music and plea- 
sure fanatics whose Alligator Balls held 
around Mardi Gras time were drawing 
larger and larger crowds. Complete with 
nography, the work 
of Bunny “Family Man” Matthews, and 
striking wall photographs of the mus 
by Michael Smith, Summa 2-4-U 

Tipitina’s has rapidly 
1 into a cultural force not unlike 
ballrooms of a decade 
ago. (Where those West Coast halls serve 
as a showcase for electronic a 
ated a panes 


ons ‘of R&B, a 
an indigenous 

Not only do the greats like Blu Lu 
Barker (“Don't You Feel My Leg"), Dr. 
John, Longhair, Jesse Hill, James Booker, 


‘The Meters, Earl King, et ce the 
stage at Tip’s; the bistro has also become 
the spawning ground for young new 


groups like Lil Queenie and the Percola- 
tors, Spencer Bohren and the Impossible 
Cases, Smoky e Sweet Potatoe 


Tip’s bartender and partner 
6, is telling me as he draws 
two Dixie Beers for the people at the bar. 
“Then when Fess’s house burned down 
there was a benefit at which all the 
cians in town turned out. Right 
around that time the group formed and we 
took over the 501 Club, changed its name 
and vibration, and the rest is history,” 
Weir says grinning. As he is talking, 1 


Hearing Professor Longhair 
and the band is like 
being served an 
original dish, fresh out 
of the oven of the master 
chef of rock ’n’ rhythm. 


notice a long 1965 Cadillac pulling up in 
front of the bar. The car is gun-metal gray 
and sports two eight-foot CB antennas 
swaying behind it, A tall, spindly black 
man gets out from behind the driver's 
seat, a brown riverboat-gambler’s hat on 
is head and on his face the thi 
darkest sunglasses you've ever seen. 

Under the white glow of the Dixie Beer 
sign over the doorway, the crowd mur- 
murs approvingly as Henry Roeland Byrd, 
the Professor, makes his way into the club 
with the slow, stifflegged gait of one 
whose health has been impaired through 
a freak accident. Professor Longhair, as a 
young man, made his living for a time as a 
ballroom da Whirlwind” was his 
stage name. Part of his act included run- 
ning up the side of a wall, flipping over 
backwards, landing on his feet and on 
with the dance—only one time he didn’t 
make the complete flip and landed in- 
stead on his back. The resulting sprain left 
him with an arthritic leg, and forced him 
to take up t then 
that he began creating the rhumba boogie. 
which would later influence so many of 
the greats. 


2 toward the stag 
already tuning up. The crowd, 
many of whom weren't even born when 
Byrd was making the rounds in ‘48, breaks 
nd cheers. At the piano 
s back the tail of his, 
colored sharkskin sport coat, s 

not more than two in 
the microphone at the upright, places both 


of his large hands on the glistening ivories 
and, with nod to the band 
bounc se theme son; 


pitina, Tr and suddenly every- 
‘one is dancing in spite of their festival- 
feet. At the mes in 
s famous, pit 


pursed up to the mike, furrowed mound 


of eyebrows bunched over the shades, 
Professor Longhair’s profile looks an- 
cient, timeworn, yet solid as black onyx. It 
is a profile that should be added to those 
on Mt. Rushmore. 


she Jets out a 
ed vibrato that rip- 
“Though the words he 
sings are distinct, it is some kind of 
made-up language, a mumble, a jumble, 
the original mumbo-jumbo. (“You should 
hear him on the CB,” Steve Armbrust 

told me. “Fess'll let go with a blast and 
then you hear all sorts of guys squawking 
‘Come back? Come back? Whaddhe 


ples the vertebra 


al number, Fess and the band 
“Got My Mojo Workin’,” the 
cry of the hoodoo man. With 
left hand, he cranks out a vibrational 
\cers in the pelvis, 
ausing the whole spinal column to os‘ 
in time to the mus 
st two days of the Jaz: 
rd different artists doing 
that song e the sub-rosa theme 
of the whole event, the gearing up of 
certain primitive juices so elemental to 
the human race, But hearing Professor 
Longhair and the band do it is like being 
served up an original fresh out of the 
oven, cooked by the loving hands of a 
master chef. creator of what he calls “roc 
‘w rhythm” but which the world knows 
rock ‘n’ roll. 

“What rewards did this momentous 
discovery earn its maker?” wrote music 
critic Albert Goldman. “What did he get 
for giving Elv “Blue Suede Shoes 
voice? Little Richard his boogie frenzy? 
Dr. John his catchy, quirky, off-the-wall 
licks? Why, the usual poverty, humiliation 
and indifference that our great country 
has traditionally bestowed on its black 
musical geniuses.” 

‘Y'know, I don't think about that too 
much.” the genial Professor tells me later, 
silting in a large rocking chair at his 
manager's house. 
ee, | don't worry about fame.” Pro- 
fessor Longhair muses after several slow, 
thoughtful rocks in the rocking chair. “It 
just part of this thing. But | wouldn't want 
my kid to be a musician, ain't no real livin’ 
init. But when we up there playin’, when | 
an hear the musicians listenin’, analyzin’, 
and then coming back with something, 
there is nothin’ finer in the world. Now, 
with the club and all, things are movin’ 
along fine. I got nothin’ but good feelin's 
about the Jazz Festival, ‘cause now lots of 
young well as the old-timers, gets 
to express themselves. 

I'm just glad to play music and make 
people feel good. This sound is somethin’ 
that gets passed around, | don't write it 
down, Like if I'm workin’ with musicians 

horns say, | might whistle it out and scat it 
for them to hear. But we don't write it 
down, ‘cause it would out mechani- 
cal. You understand, dontcha?” @ 


mi 


eee oe a a ie 
Golden Treasure N 
_ of the Incas ~ 


Blaze with golden’ idols and awe- remainirig. glories ‘of the ancestors of the 

: some terraced cities, reeking with Sun, digging. through the thin soil in search 

bloody and'bizatre rituals, the -, of treasures that were hidden from the eyes- 

, ‘ . efpire of the Incas flourishes . fere js unco 3 

_ for a thousand years. But it quickly’ 

_collapsed before the horses’ blun- 

derbusses‘of the batbarous Spanish\<on- 
quistadores, leaving little more of its 

splendors than legends of El 
Archeol 


of the Si 


ogists now 
I} 


hile Aferican President Jimmy 
Carter.champions “human rights” 
in far-off nations, the American 
supported antinarcotics program in Mex 
ico has been waging a systematic 


ampaign of torture against dope.smok 
1s, growers and dealers." The men most 
sponsible are Carlos Aguilar Garza, 


general coordinator of the program, and 
Jaime Alcala, chief of the Mexican Feder 
al Judicial Police (MFJP). In two ars 
they have*destroyed more than 11,000 
acres of marijuana and 500 acres of 
opium poppies through aerial application 
of toxic herbicides, 
They have also overseen moré than 
00 arrests of suspected nafcotrafi 
cantes, many of whom found themselves 
victims of a torture mill that_has- the 
support of American money and experts. 
‘This situation could embarrass President 
Carter, who recently told the Organization 
“Sof American States that America should 
“a.withhold aid from any country that vio: 
“lated its people's rights. ‘To date, Mexico 
has received more than $50 million in 
anti-dope-war funds, and another $6 mil 
lion is under consideration, The truth 
about Garza’s torture tactics may spell the 
fend of any such continued support’ from 
America, 


as well as Garza’s career ifself 


“They got my wife 
all wet,” Leon explained, 
“then put electrodes 
on her nipples.” 


High ‘Times has learned that’ Police 
thief Alcala has been forced to resign 
from the campaign. His resignation is 
being kept secret by the Mexican govern: 
ment, which is legally liable to prosecute 
Alcala under Mexican law for authorizing 
torture. 

My investigation into the Garza accu 
sations began here in this once notorious 
border town of Tijuana, where brutal 
events’surrounding a cocaine bust have 
stirred official criticism of narc torture 

On May 27, 1978 Mexican federal police 
assisted by agents of the U.S. Drug F 
forcement Administration y 
people while trying to break a narcotics 
ring said to be operating out of a small 
elegant Tijuana shopping center called 
Plaza Vendome, The bust netted but four 
arrests and five pounds of cocaine that 


by Craig Ss 


detained 


police said they found in a Volkswagen 
parked in_the center's garage. While’ in 
custody, the four suspects: disappeared. 
Two weeks later, when they turned up at 
La Mesa Penitentiary to await tyial, they. 
charged that they were held incommuni- 
cado by federal police and tortured into 
confessing. P 

It was late in July whew! I arrived at La 
Mesa. I was immediately led into a carra: 
ca, a small prison bungalow where some 
of the more affluent prison inmates live. It 
closely resembled an Upper East Side 
Manhattan studio. I! was wallpapere 
with rich gold-and-olive scenes of naked 
men and wonten, except for the split-level 
bedroom, which was enclosed in m 
rored tiles. Downstairs the priv 
bathroom had a shower with a shower 
massager and a full selection of eight- 
track tapes played in the background from 
the Marlin multiplex AM-EM stereo sys 
tem. The refrigerator was stocked with 
juices and good wine, 


pur men in their late 20s and early 30s. 
strolled into the room, The men were 
Francisco Abel Carranza Gutierre 
gorio Gallarde Leon, Jesus Buca 
varado and Ricardo Jorge Merida, the 
businessmen police say operated a nar 
cotics ring out of the Plaza Vendome, 


raly Conatas 


None of the men showed any visible 
marks except Leon, who complained he 
still had trouble hearing out of his left ear 
‘The prisoners were casually dressed and 
more than alittle suspicious. They offered 
me aslice of some fresh lemon layer cake. 
At that point, Alvarado began pacing back 
and forth and explaining how the four 
had been taken to the Ministerio Publico 
Fede where bound and blindfolded 
\d covered by a sheet they were beaten: 
“There were two federales 
me. I was completely naked and wet so it 
would intensify the beating. Then one of 
them put the chicharra [cattle prod] on 
my balls and the other, on my face. 

“They burned me in the huevos, these 
fucking sons of bitches; they made me 
Tehuacan..." (Tehuacan is Mexico's 
famous carbonated mineral water, which 
police frequently use in interrogations by 
forcibly pouring it down a victim's nose 
while the mouth is taped shut, which 
creates an effect like breathing Alka 

et) “They lashed my feet and put me 
over a bench tied from behind,” Alvarado 
showed me, “like this, my mouth ban- 
aged, eyes blindfolded, while one fed- 
erale held my head back and the other 
poured in the Tehuacan.” 

“You feel die when they put Tehuacan 
in the nose!” added Carranza, who had 
-ounce bottles poured down his 
nasal passages. “You want to take air, but 
was tied on my hands and 
knees on the floor, with water poured all 
over me and them giving me electric 
shocks, asking all the time, ‘Where is the 
clavo, goddamn it?” 

“On the third day, they went for my 
wife at my house in Ensenada and 
brought her here and did it to her. There 
was nothing | could do, I was all tied up. 
She cried and cried, ‘If you don’t gonna 
tell, we're going to kill you and your wife. 
Now where's the clavo, goddamn it?” 
‘Then they took a belt and tied it around 
here [pointing to his genitals] and began to 
pull tighter and tighter, asking me all the 
time about something I don't even have.” 

“They did it to everybody's wife,” put 
in Leon. “They got my wife all wet, you 
know, then put electrodes here on her 
nipples. And Ricardo’s wife,” he 
pointing to Merida, who stayed pretty 
quiet in the background, “when they were 
torturing him, she couldn't watch it any- 
more, and she sees a nail sticking out of 
the wall and runs over and tries to cut her 
throat open.” 

“Everybody need a signature only,” de- 
clared Carranza. “And you want to read 
what they put, and they say, ‘No-no-no-no! 
Just your signature.’ Well I want to read 
. » got the papers 
already filled out, and they give me the 
pen and say, ‘No. Just sign her 

“Did you sign the confession’ 

“Yeah, sure. They gonna kill me. ‘They 
make the same torturas to me again. And I 
don't want more because I am like 
thing dead, you know. I am green he 


m4 


am bad! And when they tell me ‘signa- 
ture’, I signature whatever you want! If 
you want me white, I'm white. I don't 
want any more problem, 
Joes everybody sign’ 
everybody.” 


T: torture lasted four days, accord- 
ing to the prisoners’ account. By the 
time they had signed their confes- 
sions, their faces were bloated and swol- 
len, their bodies covered with bruises and 
burns. Gregorio Leon had trouble hearing 
because, he said, police kept firing a gun 


The Sinaloa report listed 
18 different types of 
torture routinely used by 
the MFJP against 
narcotics suspects. 


next to his ear The prisoners claim the 
police kept them incommunicado ten 
more days in the Ministerio Pul Fed- 
‘wailing for their marks to disappear. 
They were then delivered to La Mesa 
Penitentiary, a separate facility from the 
MEJP. When the warden, Salvador Gon- 
zalez Gulierrez, saw the prisoners’ condi 
tion on arrival and heard their stories, he 
ordered the prison doctor to examine 
them and certify what he saw. 

Unfortunately I was unable to talk to 
the warden, who had a reputation as a 
prison reformer and was popular among 
the prisoners. On the day I arrived in 
Tijuana, both he and his assistant were 
shot dead in front of the prison infirmary 
in an abortive escape attempt by Marcio 
Enrique Alvarez, a young cocaine dealer 
from Culiacan, (Alvarez had been appre- 
hended last year in the Tijuana airport 
with over 200 pounds of cocaine. one of 
the largest seizures in history) ‘The bullet 
holes were still clearly visible on the 
white brick wall a few days later when 
these interviews were conducted. Also 
gone was the prison doctor, Ricardo Es- 
tavillo, who having dived for cover as five 
bullets ripped through the infirmary when 
the warden was cut down, quit the next 
day in search of less risky employment. I 
did manage however to talk to him by 
telephone and ask him what he had seen 
on the day he examined the Plaza Ven- 
dome prisoners: 

“Their bodies,” Estavillo told me, “had 
yellow marks and dark bruises and some 
scars, too—like a burn or a welt from a 
whip or be 

“One of the prisoners reported his ear- 
drum was badly broken?” 

“Yes it is. An eye, ear, nose and throat 
specialist saw him. 

Dr Estavillo, who had only been at the 
prison two months, estimated that at least 
25 px of the prisoners he examined 
showed signs of physical abuse, but he 


could not say whether this was from 
police interrogation, injuries sustained 
during apprehension or fights while in 
ail. 

7M We asked him IF it could be discemed 
medically whether Tehuacan has been 
used during an interrogation? 

“Only if we examine someone immedi- 
ately after; the membrane in his nose 
inflamed. Otherwise it leaves no trace: 

“Is it dangerous?” 

“Only if you drown.” 

I then asked Dr Estavillo if electric- 
shock torture leaves marks. 

“Sometimes there are small burns.” 

“Did you find any evidence of these on 
the Plaza Vendome prisoners?” 

“Ah, let me...I don’t rememb— Ah yes, 
‘on one of them.” 

“On what part of the body?" 

‘On the legs, the lower leg 

“Did you find any examples on the 
genitalia?” 

“Yes, on one of them.” 

“There were burn marks on the ge 
talia?’ 

“Small burns, yes, and inflammation.” 


fer my visit to La Mesa prison and 

my conversation with Dr Estavil- 

Jo, | obtained a personal interview 
with Carlos Aguilar Garza at his offic 
Tijuana, 

Garza was cordial at first. However, 
when I broached the topic of torture in the 
Vendome case, the normally soft-spoken 
and relaxed official reflexively grabbed 
his ornate .45, which had been lying near 
me, and moved it to the far side of the 
desk and out of my reach. I began, “It has 
been alleged that a number of prisoners 
were held incommunicado for a period of 
10 to 14 days without seeing a lawyer, 
without being admitted to prison, during 
which time they were beaten by federal 
agents, electric shocks were applied, Te- 
huacan was poured down their noses 
when Garza hastily interrupted, “Well, 
the investigation is still continuing, and I 
can't recall the exact number of days, but 
it wasn't that many.” 

Before 14 days they saw a judge?” 
‘Si, senor” 

I thought perhaps my inquiry had been 
ill phrased, so I pressed, “Before 10 days?” 

Si, senor!” 

“When they were admitted into prison 
it was charged that they had bruises and 
marks from electric shocks.” 

“No. way. Listen,” he said, raising his 
voice slightly. “Why did we need to do 
this? We already had the five kilos of 
cocaine, so what was the necessity? 
‘There was a pause. “Independently of this 
we are investigating, right? 1 am now 
almost sure that there was none of what 
‘was alleged, I am almost 100 percent sure, 
but I can’t say until we've completed the 
investigation.” I went back to the marks 
on the bodies, which were sworn to by the 
prison doctor. answered Garza, 

(continued on page76) 


Escape 
from 
Piedras 


Negras 


David Driscoll was a law student vaca- 
tioning in Merida, Yucatan, when Mexi- 
can nares kicked in his motel-raom doar 
cand arrested him on flimsy dope charges. 
‘That was March 23, 1976, and the begin= 
ning of @ 13-month trek along Mexico's 
‘one Unknown to the 
resident, he had been mis- 
oe identified by Mexican intelli- 
gence as the mastermind of the 
‘March 13, 1976, prison break 
at the notorious Piedras Negras Prison, 
where ina daring raid an armed team of 
gringos freed 15 POWs (Prisoners of 
‘Mexican narcs were anxious to 
ra American, any American even 
rei ‘connected to the embarrassing 


in Z 

While imprisoned without trial Dri- 
scoll was repeatedly tortured; he was 
denied the insulin he needs to survive, 
resulting in several horrifying incidents of 
diabetic coma. Driscoll was shunted from 
prison to prison under conditions that 
then Secretary of State Henry Kissinger 
called “disturbing.” But David Driscoll 
wa not @ beaten man. 

‘The following is David Driscoll’s own 
‘aceount of his escape from the perfidious 
Mexican Gulag. On May 3, 197, the 
young American made a solo dash for 
freedom aeross the Rio Grande, ironically 
fram the same Piedras Negras Prison he'd 
been accused of having liberated earlier 
Following his dramatic escape, Driscoll 

exonerated by American officials 
one Since then he ae 
the bar and is awaiting admission to the 
New Mexico Bar Association. He is cur 

‘Writing a book about his 1% months 
in 


jhe day after Easter, I was told to 
‘pack my belongings. I did notknow 
“1 was being freed (I had been 


waiting foran appeal for four months) oF 
retumed to the city jail dungeon. It fumed 
tI latter; the Mexicans were 


| that I was the ringleader of a 
pe to blow up the prison with 


ae Finally my appeal came from 


‘Torreon—denied. The superior court re- 
fused to even consider the evidence in my 
favor until the time of sentencing, usually 
18 to 20 months after the “formal prisién,” 
another 6 months. I had acquired a .25- 
caliber Baretta pistol—a seven-shot auto- 
had been saving up a visit to the 

pital. My I Ching read “Deliverance.” 
It was time to go for it. 

‘Tuesday, May 3, Tawoke early, I put on 
new, stiff blue jeans over the Baretta 
pistol taped into place next to my balls— 
the safest place. The Mexicans seldom 
search there. | was searched then taken to 
the city jail until the time of my doctor's 
appointment. My blood was going to be 
checked. I chain-smoked cigarettes and 
talked to my friend Bill and a few Mexi- 
can friends. Bill was the only one who 
Knew I was going to try it. He wished me 
luck and told me he hoped he would not 
see me soon. I told him they would have 
to carry me back, because I wasn't stop- 
ping for anything or anybody. If 1 was 
captured, I'd be retumed to this dungeon 
for at least two years, probably longer 
than I could handle physically. Then I 
was called for the trip to the hospital. 

‘Iwo guards handcuffed my wrists be- 
hind my back. A Mexican prisoner was 
also taken. We were placed in the back of 
a panel truck used to transport prisoners, 
I told the Mexican, “Let's do it.” We 
worked our cuffed hands under our feet 
and up in front of our bodies. Then I 
pulled from my belt the two handcuff 
keys I had sewn in place there. They 
wouldn't open the cuffs! had tried them 
several times before, but these were 
American-made cuffs—Smith & Wes- 
son—and my keys didn’t work. I couldn't 
even get the gun out of my pants with my 
hands cuffed together as they were. [had 
the Mexican kid pull the gun out of my 
crotch as we came fo a stop in front of the 
hospital. I told him to get the handcuff 
keys from the guard, and we would lock 
the guards in the back of the truck. 

He went out the back first, and I 
jn out right behind him with the 
utomatie clenched in my sti 
manacled hands. I went between the 
guards and ordered one of them to get 
over by the back door of the truck. As I 
followed him with the pistol, the other 
guard was coming up with his .45 in a 
remarkably well-executed quick draw. 1 
‘was a bit ahead of him, but I did not want 
to kill him. Before I had taped the pistol 
between my legs I had made the sign of 
the cross with the small weapon and 
prayed, “Please, I don’t want to kill any- 
one.” I held my gun aimed at his heart and 
he brought his up until it was aimed into 
my stomach. The mouth of his .45 looked 
immense, The whole scene froze as we 
confronted each other from about 12 feet. 
It was all here. 

Ttold him in Spanish, “If you shoot, we 
will die together I don't want to kill 


anyone.” He knew it was true. Then the 
kid started running, the policeman turned, 
and I sprinted in the opposite direction. 
‘As reached the corner | turned left, went 
one block and then headed| right toward 
the river It was a quiet side street. There 
were people gathered here and there, but 
none wanted to stand in front of a crazy 
“gringo” running with a pistol clutched in 
his hands, which were still bound tightly 
in front of my chest. I ran ten blocks until 
the street widened into a field, There were 
workers and an irrigation ditch. I fell 
‘once. I screamed at the workers: “Where's 
‘a boat?” They shook thoit heads: “No 
boat.” 


Tangled to the left following apath, The 
ditch was wide and full, with steep 
muddy banks. I leaped across to the far 
bank, grasping a root with my left hand. I 
pulled myself up and aver the bank just as 
heard the police truck screech fo a halt 
near the workers. Curses and then shots 
Tang out, There was a flat, open, slightly 
muddy field stretching 200 yards from the 
irrigation ditch to the Rio Grande, Iwas 70 
yards into this field when the shots be- 
came a very real concern. One went ten 
yards over my head and the next one was 
five feet to my right. I stopped, tumed, 
‘and aimed carefully. The Mexican guard 
got down on one knee and also aimed. I 
shot a foot or two over his head, He 
flattened out in the mud. I tured and 
continued running. 

Iwas exhausted—so tired that I wanted 
fo stop, to go back to jail, But then I 
remembered what I would go back fo, and 
I kept moving, hoping the next shot 
wouldn't be in my back. Mare shots rang 
ut. I spun and shot twice. Again’ the 
policeman hit the dirt. As I approached 
the river I quickly shot the rest of my 
ballets into the air without turning and 
plunged into the surging water I was 
rapidly swept downstream. My jeans and 
tennis shoes were anchors. I pulled the 
shoes off, I thought I would rest, because I 
knew that there were whirlpools under 
the bridge, but as I came up after remov- 
ing my shoes a barrage of shots struck the 
Water around my head. 

Thad floated downstream to where the 
“Capitan” and several special agents had 
come from the jail. I stayed under water 
and fought toward the other side. Finally, I 
could see the American shore approach- 
ing. [knew I could make it. Epaused only 
for the briefest moment before I pulled 
myself into a sugarcane jungle. I crawled 
and crashed my way through the cane for 
fen minutes. I couldn't stop because 1 
Wasn't sure I was really across. Itcould be 
an island. 1 had passed several as I was 
Swept downstream. I could see the Bridge 
extending at least 100 fe 
hally the cane opened into 
could see roads coming toward me, 

T was across. 1 was aie in 
America. I was alive, eee 


“L'm nol sure, They were 72 hours in the 
federal jail. Maybe something happened 
to them in thei 

Maybe something did. Perhaps one of 
the prisoners wanted to turn out the lights, 
righ!? So he stands in a pail of water and 
the light shorts just as he flicks the switch 
with his balls. 

When the Vendome prisoners went be- 
fore Judge Horacio Cardoso of the First 
District Court of Baja, Mexico, their law- 
yers claimed that the general coordinator 
of the campaign against narcotics, Carlos 
Aguilar Garza, and the chief of the MF]P 
Jaime Alcala, were responsible for autho- 
rizing the actions of the police who tor- 
tured their clients. While charges of 
torture are routinely levied by prisoners 
in Mexico, concrete proof to support these 
charges is usually lacking. Judge Cardoso 
ruled that the case for narcotics traffick- 
ing prepared by the police was substantial 
enough to let stand; but then in a move 
that completely surprised the court, he 
said on the basis of the evidence that he 
would recommend that the federal dis- 
trict attorney seriously investigate the ac- 
cusations of the prisoners. 

The federal district attorney in this case 
is none other than Carlos Aguilar Garza, 
who, along with Alcala, had just been 
transferred from Colincas, Sinaloa, after 
the same charges were made there. Ignor- 
ing the often time-consuming formality of 
an investigation, Garza immediately as- 
sured the press that there was no torture, 
Defense lawyers paid by powerful nar- 
cotics figures had “invented them,” he 
said, The storm of protest raised by more 
na half-dozen legal associations he 
dismissed as “pressure” caused by the 
arrests of a few socially prominent people 
with economic and political power. Not 
so, countered the secretary of the Tijuana 
Bar Association in response to a reporter’ 
question from the L.A. Times. “The tor- 
ture is much worse than it used to be. 
Before it was more humanitarian.” 

If Operation Vendome was an isolated 
turence, then the incident could be 
ed as an oddity rather than a real 
jaste of the international antinarcoties 
effort. But the four prisoners’ complaints 
are lent more credence in light of 
tions made by the Sinaloa Bar Association 
that Carlos Aguilar Garza and Jaime 
Alcalé were responsible for authorizing 
rally hundreds of tortures during the 
two years they managed the antidope 
campaign there. The association's Com- 
mission on Human Rights. interviewed 
457 prisoners arrested for narcotics by the 
MEP under Operation Condor. The pris- 
oners were primarily campesinos and 
poor laborers, although about 40 percent 
were from cities, many of these being 
teenagers. According to their testimony, 90 


percent were arrested illegally (by the 


beaten at the time of arrest, the) 
belongings confiscated and not returned, 
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and held incommunicado without benefit 
of counsel, during which time they were 
tortured “until their physical and moral 
resistance was worn down” and they 
signed confessions, 


he Sinaloa report listed 18 different 
| types of torture employed by the 

MEJP against narcotics suspects 
that would qualify under the Amnesty 
International definitions 


beatings, electric 


beverages introduced through the nasal 


“I was tortured with a 
cattle prod, punched and 
choked. The officer 
torturing me took downs 
and got crazier.” 


passages, the study tells of prisoners who 
wore blindfolded, tied into contorted po. 
sitions and left day and night until they 
fainted, either from loss of circulation or 
by sporadic beatings from rifle butts that 
punctuated the wait for loss of conscious- 
sss; of heads submerged in buc 
human excrement: of prisoners b 


y un magnified through 
r windows. Others were hung for 
until either 
their will broke or their fingers did; naked 
hodies were burned by cigarettes and 
shocked by electric wires and punched 
with metal and wooden implements. In 
nearly all cases, the prisoners reported 
that medical attention was denied. Some 
of the women prisoners claimed they 
were raped by their MFJP interrogators. 
And if personal pain wasn't sufficient, the 
police would beat a suspect's wife and 
children in front of him until a signature 
obta 

‘The report 
name who participated in the 
scribed acts, plu: and Alc 
responsible officers, The study ¢ 
that as a result of these tortures five 
people died, three disappeared, one 
woman aborted, and a man had to have 
his legs amputated. Not quantified was 
the number of people who suffered ex- 
treme distress and failed to make full 
mental recoveri 

Allegations of torture by Mexican nares 
is nothing new to anyone who has fol- 
lowed the plight of American prisoners in 
Mexican jails and the recent prisoner-ex- 
change program, According to a survey 
conducted by the L.A. Times, 32 of 106 
Americans who served time in Baja, 
Mexico,last year said they were tortured 
when arrested (this was before the arrival 
of Gi 

1 talked to one recent ex-prisoner, 29- 


year-old Jessie Bishop, who, after serving 
16 months of a 75-month term for pos- 
sessing 270 pounds of marijuana, tun- 
neled out of La Mesa last May and ran 
through a hail of bullets back across th 
international line. Bishop, who was trav 
cling with a Mexican when he was arrest- 
recounted: 

"| told them [MF]P] that this guy was 
only a hitchhiker, but they took him in and 
really beat him bad. You could hear them 
beat him. When they brought him back 
out, he had tape around his eyes, his lips 
were swollen, his fingers were swollen— 
he was really shaking. I'd never seen a 
person like that before. Five minutes later 
they came in and got me. We walked 
down this hallway into a big room. As 
soon as I got into the room, a federale 
kicked me in the nuts, Then they straight- 
ened me back up and kicked me again, 
‘They then put me against the 
asked, ‘Where is the rest of i 
don't know what you 
kicked me again. This went on for 30 
minutes, Then they tied my hands behind 
my back and set me in a chair and started 
asking me questions while shocking me 
with a cattle prod on the back of the neck 
and chest and things. But that’s about it, 


call John, 
to state his name for fear of ential 
"Some people here haven't committed 
any crimes al all,” he told me. “They were 
beaten into confessing. This is my case. 
We were taken into town, held five or 
days incommunicado and tortured during 
this time.” 

“What do you mean ‘tortured’? 

“Well, they have this thing they plug 
into the wall; it’s electrodes, and they 
touch it to certain parts of your body— 
your balls, your asshole. They get all over 
you with this thing. They pul me in a 
puddle of water one night—this is about 
two doors from where the judge's offic 
is—and proceeded to shock me with this 
electric rod until | per that the 
pot was in the car On 
was screaming a little bit too loud in the 
federal courthouse, they took me down to 
the bay, put me in a burlap sack, tied it 
over my head and waist, then threw me 
down into the water and sat on me for a 
while. They thought this was really funny. 
‘They kept saying, ‘Now you yell ju 
loud as you want, fucker!” 

After John had signed the confession, 
there was a prison escape from the cell 
next to his. So he was taken out and 
again, “There was nothing I real- 
ly knew about it other than it took place. 1 
was tortured pretty badly. | passed out 
three times.” 

“How were you tortured this time?” 

“With an electric prod, and punched 
and choked, This was all done in the 
ntral_ polic jon right downtown. 
“They just close the door and go to work on 
(continued on page 91) 


few years ago, in 1974 to be exact, 
the Wall Street Journal broadcast 


said the know-it-all guide to 

heaven. Forget about blue chips. Stay 
away from high fliers. Pass up conglom- 
erates heading for interplanetary diver- 
ification. The real thing, the American 
Swiss franc, the hot ticket to the towering 


iplied its corpo 
‘approval to a pl 


America’s “turquoise consciousnes 
nearly mythic levels. The trail was cle 
marked; in the hu 
for and love of ti 

but dedicated 
band of collector good part of the: 
rest of the population. Now it became | 
the dopers! stone, the stone of the com- 
mune, badge of hip, as authentic~ 
ally counterculture as smoking grass and 
eating organic, 

And yet it was establishment, too. Sur- 
rounded by silyer in ; 
earrings and belts America’ 
Southwest Indians} venly blut 
stone was threater 


‘passed up glitter 
at loving audi 
ted turquoise 
traditionally 

I. (Sure! 


Suburban 
others “set off” their jeans with 
lurguoise concha belts, 
lace ’ 

|-hour mess on the order of 

“Try me, you'll like me.” In Hollywood 

and New’ York, Phoenix and Chicago, 

Houston and Denver, and in smaller 

towns too, fashion-conscious women and 
en caught on fast. Turquoise, the stor 


right message. It-was authen| 
bought wisely), radical (pif 
Indian), Western (the ny wylter 
the city), young (but digi 
“art” besides)—in shot, it} 

bh Liz Taylor's diamonds, 
not, f v 


‘As always, the media 
urqugise jewel 
fnounged Jiwas a 
jazz, it Was’ one of, 
Anieridan art forn 


Surrounded by silver in necklaces, belts and rings 
made by Southwest Indians, the “heavenly blue” stone 
threatened America’s love affair with the diamond. 


ia. 


would be paying thousands in insurance 
each time they were worn, Newsweek 
also registered the seismic shock of the 
turquoise boom. “Almost overnight,” it 
noted in 19 
had become “a national fad 

Needless to say, where there's a 
there’s a fortune, At the h 
quoise fever, in '72, ‘7: 
areas in the Southwest—Phoenix 
Gallup, Albuquerque and Santa 
might have been mode 
Mills. Swarms of money-hungry tur- 
quoise hunters.descended on the scene 
crowding into trading posts with names 
ike Big-hearted Jerry and Smiling Gary, 
looking for the blue stone. Smart players 
in the fast game that was going on, lon; 
haired young dealers, oil-rich Arabs, ex- 
weed dealers and ex-Chicago taxicab 
drivers (it seemed, at times, as if every 
dealer was an ex-something), canny ni 
tives who'd bee on hoards of the 
stone, made hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. Others, less sharp or lucky, came 
out with hardly enough to shine the desert 
dust off their city shoes. Traders recall 


Indian turquoise jewelry 


Globe Photos 


he cle se: 
produc 
‘was the dot on the i, and the alre 


now that they could have done busines 
“24 hours a day, every day.” Collectors 
houses were literally transformed into 
well-guarded vaults, with steel doors and 
barred windows. A complicated hie 
urs, dabblers and 


chy of values, connoi 
rip-off artists sprang up 
And from this trading hub the dollars 
multiplied as the turquoise jewelry trav 
eled across the country, tempting buyers 


in specialty stores and boutiques, shop- 
ping centers and fancy downtown jewelry 
shops. Giant merchandising mills like 
Sears and Penney, Saks and 1. Magnin, 
scoured every hummock and hill in the 
Southwest hoping to unearth new sup- 
plies of turquoise jewelry for their cu 
tomers. Saks, in Fact, bought itself a mine, 
the Landers in Nevada. There was one 
flaw in this perfect plenitude of profit 
‘The blue stone was a tricky thing. Me 
chants in the business for years had diffi- 
culty telling good from bad without 
professional examination. It was not un- 
usual, therefore, for a buyer to be fooled, 
willingly paying, under the spell of tur 
quoise, enormous amounts of money for 
necklaces, bracelets, rings and chokers 
without having a clue to their t 
And there was a joker in the deck 
There was only a certain amount of really 
good turquoise around. Mine production 
was tailing off, and only 10 percent or less 
of every pound that came out of the earth 
was of first-rate quality. Much of that was 
controlled by three or four men in the 
industry. And most of the good old stuff 
had already been swept up by shrewdies 
who got into the game years ago 


e value. 


¢ case: demand and shortagi 


inflation. The Journal article 
dy 
d 


became some- 


bubbling pot of potential profit boil 
over. The turquoise scer 
thing like an existential movie being shot 
by a stoned movier with new and 
unreal values er y day. It had 


ed ev 
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something of the quality, too, of 
stop, quicktime Keystone Kops 
quarry was turquoise, hundreds of thou- 
nds of dollars were changing hands, and 
no matter what was paid for something 
the common expectation was that som 
one down the line would double the price. 
But you had to keep moving, and fast. In 
the bars, the turquoise talk rolled along an 
endless treadmill of beer and booze: 
Who's got what, and what's the price? 
Behind it all stood a whole sheaf of 
impulses. Love came first, love of tur. 
quoise, love of money, Add “zat,” the 
indescribable but half-hypnotic glow that 
the best turquoise throws off, like moon: 
light reflecting on water. Throw in radical 
chic and fashion hunger, the unisex reve- 
lation and back-to-nature simplicity, the 
tilt to the Southwest and McLuhan’s credo 
that the medium is the message. 
The medium was turquoise; the mes 
with it. In Albuquerque, the 
low Pages listing for “turquoise” and 
“Indians” grew to nine pages. Cadillac 
Eldorados and Lincoln Continentals 
began to bloom like metal flowers along 
the road in the Zuni village, marking the 
ousts of turquoise artisans. And to add a 
touch of an older Southwest, two Arab 
traders were knifed on the reservation 
with the riches, there were discords, not 
enough Cadillacs to go around 
A wonderful trip, when you consider 
for one thing, that the American Society 
of Gemologists only recently admitted 
turquoise to the select circle of “precious 
gems, Was il really just a “rock” before 
that? Not really. ‘The Persians knew better 
having mined it furiously, made it into 
highly valued jewelry and, in f 
tional gem. As long 
yptians were equal 
ly enamored of it, engraved sacred beetles 
on it and buried it with their dead, Marco 
Polo saw “a mountain” of it on his jour- 
ney through Tibet and noted the high 
value given to it 


Shortly after the oil embargo, Gallup, New Mexico, 


experienced a minor invasion of oi 


-rich Arabs 


intent on cornering the turquoise market with cash. 


The Aztecs also knew it as sacred. In 
Aztec legend, the great god Quetzicoat! 
was born after his mother swallowed 
turquoise. No wonder then that one or 
more Aztec craftsmen used it to fashion 
what is surely one of the world’s most 
overwhelming creations, a mosaic mask 
of Quetzicoatl, Hundreds of varied blue 
turquoise chips, mother-of-pearl eyes and 
seven pearly teeth, the god of priesthood 
and learning stares at visitors to the Brit 
ish Museum, its message that, in its pres- 
ence at least, turquoise indeed becomes 


sacred, 

Who knows when and why primitive 
peoples began to pick up bright-colored 
and sparkling stones to wear around the 
neck and arms or to treasure in fire-lit 
caves? Probably, the attraction was to the 
out of the ordinary, to the brightness and 
chromatic rarity, the red of a bloodstone, 


the green of emerald, that contrasted to a 
dun-colored world. Soon, when the 
wearer of a turquoise necklace was able 


to kill an attacking lion instead of being 
Killed, or to find a warm and waterproof 
ave for shelter, it became apparent that 
in addition to giving the pleasure of color 
and rarity, turquoise also brought good 
luck 

Societies may have grown more so- 
phisticated, but these truths did not die. 
The specific qualities of good that gems 
arried with them became highly dif- 
ferentiated, codified by sages and priests 
so that a gem holder knew exactly what 
good fortune and protection a particular 
Kind of stone might bring. A diamond, for 
example, protected against ghosts and 
harmful magic. gave its wearer strength in 
baltle, Amethysts prevented drunkenness. 
Sapphires cured snake bites, 

As for turquoise, it prevented accidents, 
especially falls from horses, brought good 
luck, guarded the spirit from harm and 
cured the sting of a scorpion. The blue of 
turquoise signified wisdom and magnan- 
imous thought in a man, politeness and 


vigilance in a woman. In Greece, Venus, 
the goddess of love, wore blue. And be- 
cause Friday was the day of Venus, those 
born on Friday wore a turquoise ring and, 
like Venus, dedicated themselves to 
"works of love. 

‘And more, depending on where you 
lived, which sage you listened to, The 
Hindus knew that after you looked at a 
new moon, if you looked at turquoise, you 
would come into great wealth, In seven- 
teenth-century Germany, those who 
wanted to cure a disease wore a turquoise 
ring on the little finger, a diamond on the 
left arm. In many countries, if you 
dreamed of turquoise, you were marked 
for prosperity 

ven God had a hand in all this. As 
Anselmus deBoot, seventeenth-century 
court physician to Emperor Rudolph I! of 
Germany, noted, ange “by special 

ace of God and for the preservation of 
men, enabled to enter precious stones and 
to guard men from dangers or procure 
some special grace for them.” This belief 
‘was nol taken lightly. The best way to gain 
the benefits residing in a gem was to 
“incorporate” it into yourself, which 
meant just what it seemed to mean: get it 
into your body. Not everyone, obviously, 
was willing to sacrifice the value of a gem 
in this way. But if you were ready to see 
your favorite turquoise smashed into a 
powder for you to swallow, you were onto 
strong medicine. In 1534, the failing body 
of Pope Clement VII received pulverized 
gems of various kinds worth no less than 
40,000 ducats, a popely sum, though per- 
haps his medical advisers undervalued 
him, because he died. 

Still, the culture and society in which a 
gem, specifically turquoise, achieved its 
highest value in legend and in life was that 
of America’s Southwest Indians, the 
Zunis and Hopis and Navahos and other 
tribes. The culture of the original Pueblo 
Indians, including the Zunis and Hopis, 
can be traced back some 10,000 years 


before Christ. The Navahos were “late- 

pmers” of another racial strain, wan- 
derers who drifted into the Pueblo area, 
probably late in the fourteenth century 
By the time the Spaniards arrived in the 
sixteenth century, the Navahos had 
tled down to an agricultural way of life 
similar to that of the Pueblo tribe 

For these Indians, the central element in 
their religion was the strong need to live 
in harmony with nature. Everything in 
nature was sacred, as their legends illu: 
trated, and turquoise, rare in natur 
beautiful to behold, had special value. 


Phe Navaho legends told of the mother of 
the universe, the 1 


urquoise Goddess of 
earth and the heavens. She was born of a 
small turquoise image on a mountaintop. 
And after Mother Earth and Father Sky 
came together, she made the sun out of 
turquoise beads from her right breast, the 
moon of white shells from her left breast. 
So turquoise was at the center of the 
Navahos’ natural world. it was used by 
medicine men to heal the sick. It was 
attached to the plantin 
good crop, It warded off evil on a baby's 


Collectors refer to “zat,” the indescribably 
half-hypnotic glow that the best turquoise 
throws off, like moonlight reflecting on water. 


cradle, It protected whoever was wearing 
it from being struck by lightning or bitten 
by a rattlesnake 

the Zuni legend of the tribe's origin 
sta:ts with a journey from the under 
world to the upper world. As the Zuni 
then “ant people” of the under world, 
began their procession to the above 
world, their goddess, the First Woman, 
told them to take bits of hard blue stone of 
the sky so that there would be some hard 
rock in the new world, As the ant people 
went through the Sky Tunnel leading 
above ground, they broke off pieces of 
turquoise to carry along with them. 


herefore turquoise was of the earth 


below and the world above, a sacred 
stone involved in the creation of the Zu 
nation, 

‘The Pueblo Indians have a crowded 
pantheon of gods and spirits, their ka- 
china, who watch over all of nature 
ordaining the orderly operation of the 
world, and anyone who interferes with 
nature is interfering with the work of thi 
pantheon. These gods are joined by the 
dead, and departing ancestors are buried 


Globe Photos 


with turquoise, whose magic 
will insure that they make the journey 
well and safely. 
And for the living too, of course, tur- 
quoise has magical value, The best way to 
benefit from this magic is to wear tur- 
As the Franciscan friar Fray 
ps de Niza observed in 1539, as he 
accompanied the first Spanish force into 
the area, it was astonishing how much 
turquoise was worn by the Indians 
“Some,” he noted, “had as many as three 
or four strings of green stones around 
their neck; others carried them as ear 
pendants and in their noses. 

Ironically, in view of the latter-day 
turquoise fever that would engulf them, 
the Indians were not encouraged by the 
Spaniards in their love for the stone, On 
the contrary, the Spaniards were intent on 
Christianizing them, and turquoise jewel- 
ry represented the alien religion, The 
disruptions that the Spaniards brought to 
Indian life did not extend to the commer 
cialization of turquoise. That would come 
some 250 years later. Meanwhile, the In- 
dians tried to maintain their own special 
ideas about life and art and sound inves! 
ment. Mainly their investment was in 
their own souls and the souls of their 
spirits, and turquoise was’ an essential 
part of this richness. The rest of America 
went on knowing that Tiffany's was 
where you got a really fine piece of 
jewelry. 


at is where it’s al. If turquoise were 
soap flakes, that would be its slogan. 
‘The best turquoise has it, a condition 
that turquoise historian Joseph Pogue de- 
bed as “an undefinable property 
th is something like the water of a 


which is 
diamond or the lustre of a pean.” A fine- 


id, 


colored stone, Pogue isn’t worth 
much without zat 

The point is that zat is in the eye of the 
beholder. You might say, if you've seen 


one diamond, you've seen them all. You 


eAmericat! 


Museum of 


can't say that about turquoise, It’s always 
different. There's the matrix, first of all 
the darker vein that runs through most 
American turquoise, actually threads of 


the “mother rock” in which the turquoise 


is found. It may be thin lines or thick, 
spreading blotches, iron pyrites or bits of 
quartz, At its most valuable, distinctively 
veined and colored from the deep blue of 
Arizona Bisbee to the greenish hue found 
in New Mexico's Los Cerrillos, turquoise 
is, quite simply, a beautiful stone, And 
part of its beauty is its individuality. The 
amount and color of the blue to green 
background varies in every stone, affect 
ed by the wandering map lines of the 
matrix, which can themselves be of a 
unique shade, blue-black, purple, reddish 
ochre, yellow. 

The collector makes the choice, Is this 
stone more appealing than that one? The 
decision is not just a matter of value, of 
carats and size. I's also very much a 
personal aesthetic decision. And when it's 
made, the owner can say that the tur 
quoise chosen is his or hers alone in its 
unique look. This, surely, is a major fasci- 
nation of the game, one of the sources of 
the passion that turquoise collecting 
seems to inspire, 

And make no mistake about it, gem 
collecting can be a true passion. Those 
who fall within its spell, who love what 
they are hoarding for itself as much as for 
its value (if these two elements can ever 
he separated completely), held 
strongly in the sway of this passion as any 
young lover bound to a special bed. ‘The 
Romans knew this power In the late 
republic and early empire, Romans paid 
enormous prices for gems, vying for the 
opportunity to dazzle their fellow citizens 
with displays of their collections in 
ples. Julius Caesar himself put together six 
different, awesome gem collections 
which he deposited in the temple of 
Venus Genetrix. 

For those in love with turquoise, the 


are as 


Turquoise prevents accidents, especially falls from 
horses, brings good luck, guards the spirit from harm 
and cures the sting of the scorpion. 


passion, pure or tainted with the love of 
money, is sustained by the gem’s special 
place in America’s past. It comes from the 
West, from the wide-open spaces that 
embody lost dreams and lost_ virtues, 


innocence and power, individuality and 
freedom, unhassled by today’s curses of 


crowded living, prickly social conflicts 

and ruined nature. And, pethaps most 

essentially, it comes out of the lives of th 
puthwest’s Indian tribes, the fir 

icans, whose past has come to be re 

as more virtuous than our own. 

In more prosaic terms, turquoise ex 
perts value stones according to the deep 
ness of their color, the hardness of the 
stone and the color and pattern that forms 
the matrix, Generally, the more iron in the 
mother rock, the greener the stone will be 
the more copper, the bluer. On the Mohs 
hardness scale, which lists gems in as 
cending order of hardness, with diamonds 
at 10, turquoise ranges between 5 and 6. 
Today's most favored turquoise stone is a 
deep blue color with a deeper blue, close 
ly veined matrix, called spiderweb, and it 
will sell for $2 and more a carat. Lesser 
turquoise may be palo and chalky blue or 
green, it may bea dark green ora hundred 
shades in between, and its price will vary 
accordingly, down to a few cents a carat 

Best is, needless to say, rarest. This 
shortage originates in the nature of tur 
It is a complex phosphate of 


quoise 
aluminum and copper, found in arid, de 
rted places in sedimentary or volcanic 
rock, and usually in association with cop: 
per In short, its composition and_ the 
Conditions that create it make it extremely 
searce. First mined extensively in the 
nai peninsula, it came to Europe from 
Persia through Turkey, which accounts 
for its name, originally pierre turquoise, 
stone of Turkey 

Fortunately for those seeking it, tur 
quoise occurs relatively close to the sur 
face. In America, Mexican Indians first 
attacked deposits of it in New Mexico 


&.. 


Ni 


Ava 


around 1,600 years ago, poking flaming 
sticks into the mineral, then dousing it 
with water to crack the turquoise veins. 
‘The search continued, and by the time the 
first white men, the Spanish, appeared on 
the scene in the sixteenth century, arche- 
mate that the Southwest Indi- 
ans wert 10 turquoise 
mines. Often they turned over entire hills 
in their quest for turquoise and, in some 
cases, dug down 40 feet or more to mine it 
Today, the major turquoise mining 
states are Arizona, New Mexico and Ne 
vada, The major mines are all connected 
with copper mines owned by large cor- 
porations such as Duval, Cities Services 
and Phelps Dodge. Some of them, such as 
the Kingm 
Mineral park, are on the site of prehistoric 
Indian mines. But, in contrast to the past 
it is estimated that of the 25 or so mines 
now working in the Southwest no more 
than 5 are worked by Indians. 
Most of the larger mines, such as the 
Kingman (Duval), the Morenci (Phelps 
Dodge) and the Bisbee (Phelps Dodge) in 
Arizona, the Tiffany (Phelps Dodge) at 
Tyrone in New Mexico and the Blue Gem 
in Lander County, Nevada, produce their 
turquoise almost as an afterthought to the 
much greater quantity of copper that is 
extracted. The copper-mining corpora 
tions lease the rights to an 
individual, who is solely entitled to dig up 
and market whatever turquoise can be 
The turquoise lease holders only 
move into an area of the mine after its 
copper has been exhausted, In these great 
open pits that shatter the earth, turquoise 
miners work the 
quoise rock, watched closely by inspec- 
tors in pickup trucks to insure that they 
don't “high grade” (steal) any turquoise by 
shoving it down their work boots or 
stuffing it into their lunch pails, the two 
favorite methods. Some gets stolen any- 
way. In return for the turquoise they find. 
the Iease holders pay the corporation a 


ologists est 
working some 


n- mine in upper Arizona, at 


turquoise 


found. 


ground for tur 


certain amount per pound of turquoise. 

The leases can be highly valuable. The 
largest mine in Arizona, the Kingman, was 
yielding 20.000 pounds of rough turquoise 
per month in its good days, and the 
market price of raw turquoise runs as high 
as $2 a pound, Many of the lease holders, 
such as C.W, Hardy at Kingman and Bob 
Matthews at Bisbee, control the process- 


ing and marketing of the turquoise. which 
adds to their profit, And as major sources 


of newly found stones, they occupy posi-y 
tions of great power in the industry 

Still, even for the lease holders, there is 
a supply problem, because the turquoise 
mines have a way of running out, It is 
rumored, for example. that the Kingme 
will close down—no more turquoise. One 
by one, the mines are shutting. No one 
thinks that new turquoise will someday 
cease to appear. But the supply does seem 
to be dwindling, everyone wants to grab 
the good stuff that is around, and without 
doubt much turquoise and jewelry. is 
being hoarded in the expectation that 
coming shortage will drive prices up. 

(continued on page 9a) 
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Coke Quuggling Dolphina 


of 


the Yucatan 


And we thought Flipper was smart. The amazing story of the world’s first 
million-dollar interspecies smuggling operation. 


‘was expecting some sort of gink in 
multicolored day-glow overalls who 
jabbed the air with a hash-pipe stem 
for punctuation between unbelit ble, 
near impossible clauses. It was a style 1 
encountered once near Brownsville, 
Texas. A biologist gone rogue from the 
state university, dressed as above, had 
tried to tell me that he had 
badger-mole or prairie dog 
Brownsville miner) and that he was using 
the creature to smuggle brown heroin by a 
underground route from Mexico. | 
spent an evening with him near the 
Mexican border smoking great crumbling 
joints rolled in biology-department mem- 
oranda and drinking grain alcohol from 
rubber-stoppered boiling tubes. Every so 
often the charlatan would say something 
like, "Reckon that miner ‘bout crossed the 
line,” then stagger over to a gopher hole 
and shout “chuck chuck chuck” into the 
depths. After a few hours (say six) of this, 
T became suspicious. I finally agreed to 
untie his feet from the bumper of the 
pickup truck, the engine of which | had 
been revving in a threatening fashion, 
when the biologist confessed himself a 
worthless liar. 

Jimmy B.'s story had the same sort of 
cracked-bell ring to my ears. Here was a 
guy who claimed to be using a dolphin 
(one of a “pod.” or family group) to 
smuggle cocaine from a cove near Dzilam 
de Bravo on the Yucatan peninsula to 
Boca Chica Key, Florida. | saw myself 
arriving down there~maybe this Jimmy B. 
would have a van with Mordor painted on 
the side instead of a pickup—where we 
would spend a futile night sitting at dock- 
side drinking poisonous booze out of 
coconut halves while he cranked a siren 
device in the water and said things like, 
“Flipper should be at the Tortugas by 
now.” Of course, the cetacean connection 
never would show with the blow, and 
would have been burned aj 1. Writing. 
stories like this is a lot like buying grocer- 
ies for your mom, You can lose the ex- 
pense money once. After that, people 
hogin to suspect your honesty. 

Jimmy B. did not drive a van. He had a 
nice Mercedes convertible and no spec- 
les al all, Iet alone a pair dyed azure 


that’s the last of my personal supply. The 


mammal [for so he 
sometimes “my mammal” as a pun, not as 
claim of ownership] should be arriving 
sometime tonight or maybe tomorrow.” 
The ashtray was full to within about half 
an inch of the lip with a white powder that 
the $100-bill test proved on the spot to be 
very high-quality coke, 

As we drove toward Jimmy's place he 
told me how he had first made the ac- 
quaintance of his courier. It had been 

ears t0 cr 

ulf of Mexico whenever life on the 
became too intense. How life on a 
Key beach can become “too intense” | 
don't know, but I guess it can anywhere, 
Jimmy knew nothing about dolphins 
beyond what you get in that segment of 
the popular press occupying the news- 
stand of the local grocery. store—that is, 
dolphins are smart men, dolphins some- 
times rescue humans, dolphins are: being 
slaughtered by the Japanese to polish their 
boots with. 

On Jimmy's cruises the dolphins would 
follow the boat sometimes for hundreds 
of miles. jimmy used to wonder why. On 
his 36-foot sailboat he had a pretty loud 
stereo system, upon which he played a lot 
of Texas-lype cow rock—Waylon, Willie, 
Jerry Jeff. Jimmy used to sit out there in 
the middle of the glass-flat Gulf, be- 
calmed and grunting back rum coolers 
with a friend or two, listening to Waylon 
and friends while stomping his bare feet 
and watching the dolphins goon around in 
the water. 

Then one day somebody said, “You 
know. I think this is the same gang of jug 
noses that was around us last time we 
were out.” “Naw,” said Jimmy, “that’s 
impossible. Last time was two months 
ago, and there are millions of these crea- 
tures out here.” Jimmy’s girl friend Jean- 
ine said no, she recognized these dolphins 
because one of them had a big bite or tear 
in its dorsal fin, 


\verthe next few months Jimmy and 
various friends took to jumping in 

‘the Gulf and swimming around with 

the dolphins. They would rub the mam- 
mals’ bellies, hitch rides on their fins, play 
catch with balls and even engage in a sort 
‘of game of tag, which for the dolphins 
must have been like playing with the 
handicapped. They noticed that if the 


by Michael Croll 


lled his dolphin, 


dolphins weren't around, all they had to 
do was put on Waylon and Willie and the 
fiberglass hull would start resonating and 
in 6 to 12 hours their friendly gang of 
dolphins would arrive. 

Back at Boca Chica Key, Jimmy talked 
the matter over with friends and they 
decided to see if they could get the dol- 
phins to pay a visit to Jimmy's dock. A 
local el nics fellow who ran a record- 
ing studio on a neighboring key was 
summoned and after a week's work at 
dockside announced he had developed a 
piece of underwater electric gimmickery 
that he figured the arctic whale would be 
able to listen to, at least at low frequen- 
which carry farther. Waylon and 
Willie played their first underwater con- 
cert shortly after that. The finned friends 
did not show. Jimmy called the electronics 
guy at his studio. “I forgot to tell you,” he 
said. “You have to turn the thing dow! 
Getting close to it for a creature as sens 
tive to as many frequencies as the dolphin 
would be like getting hit on the head with 
a horseshoe. Turn it down.” 

Jimmy walked down to the dock and 
dropped the volume, and within an hour 
Chopped Fin and his pod were there. 

For a few months Jimmy used the 
device to show off the dolphins to friends 
visiting from points north. They had fun 
playing with the dolphins, Then one night 
somebody started talking about the film 
Day of the Dolphin. Told how the creature 
was trained to carry things on its back. 
That was all Jimmy needed to start him 
thinking 

The next day Jeanine sewed a stream- 
lined nylon pack-sack thing and Jimmy 
filled it with sand and strapped it on 
Chopped Fin. It wasn't quite the right 
design, but it didn’t seem to interfere with 
the dolphin’s swimming and he did not 
seem anxious to scrape it off. A few 
improvements were made to the design. It 
worked. 

Jimmy made a trip to Yucatan to see a 
connection there the next week. Although 
Chopped Fin could carry up to ten 
pounds, jimmy started with a one-pound 
payload. He picked the stuff up, sailed 
about a mile off the Mexican coast and 
put on Waylon and Willie, The dolphins 
must have been close because they ar- 
rived in about four hours. Chopped Fin 

(continued on page 7) 


All they had to do was put on Waylon and Willie and the fiberglass hull would 
start resonating. In 6 to 12 hours their friendly gang of dolphins would arrive. 
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Send us your Thai sticks, your Colombian golds, your Panama reds, your Mexican sinsemilla, In 


the fertile heartlands of our broad nation they will soon flourish as American, the Beautiful! The 
potent offspring of immigrant seed—in several generations they become even stronger and wilder 
than their predecessors 
Stand up and cheer for these American Beauties: every one raised by a patriotic sodbuster, every 
one rivaling its exotic cousins around the world for sheer stoned power. Each one a delicious proof 
Sa iat America, the breadbaskel of the world, may soon become home of the world’s finest dope. 
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These days, you can't judge a gear 
shift knob by its cover. Unless it’s 
RIP SHIFTER: The hassle-free 
stash-and-toke system for Grand 
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another pretty gear shift knob 
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your clothes or seat covers). Its 
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Smuggling Dolphins 
(continued from page 83) 


was strapped into his rig. And Jimmy 
sailed for home. Coincidentally, some 
Coast Guard boys came aboard and 
searched him about 150 miles off the 
Keys. Nothing, of course. When he,arrived 
home jimmy cranked up the underwater 
jukebox and sat back on the porch. After 
12 hours he turned it down, and within the 
hour the dolphin gang, international 
smugglers, had arrived, goods intact, un- 
searched by the Coast Guard. This was 
very big 

For the next year or two Jimmy im- 
proved his operation. Three more dol- 
phins in Chopped Fin’s pod learned to 
carry the little sacks from Yucatan. 
Jimmy's Yucatan connection got his own 
dolphin calling device. So the gang would 
arrive at Jimmy's and he'd take off the 
coke and strap on the money for the next 
shipment. After a while the dolphins 
would take off. Only once was there a 
problem. Jimmy's connection said the 
money “got lost,” but he had sent back the 
dope anyway, and would Jimmy please 
send double money for next shipment. 
Okay once, I suppose Jimmy thought. 

‘Anyway this had been going on for a 
couple of years when I got an invitation to 
witness the final shipment landing. The 
Yucatan connection wanted to call it 
quits, and Jimmy was not opposed. This 
last shipment would bring the total to 
about two and one-half tons. 

After looking at the broadcast rig down 
on the dock and watching Jimmy turn it 
down so the dolphins could approach, we 
sat up on the porch overlooking the cove 
drinking a few margaritas. I kept thinking 
I heard dolphins out there, but Jimmy 
said, “Naw, not till morning probably,” 
and at about two o'clock showed me 
where to sleep. 

‘The next morning I woke up and the 
little cove was full of goddamn dolphins. 
must have acted like a Russian at his first 
horse race. I ran into Jimmy's room and 
dragged him out of bed. “They're here, 
they're here!” Jeanine gave me kind of a 
dirty look, and it’s only upon reflection 
that I realize it looked a little as if...ah, 
never mind. I dragged Jimmy down to the 
water, babbling like a fool, and stood on 
the edge of the dock watching in awe as 
he slapped his hand on the water and one 
by one the dolphins came up to be un- 
strapped, When he was finished, four 
dripping pack-sacks, each weighing about 
20 pounds, lay on the dock. I carried two 
up to the house. That day we went swim- 
ming with some of the world’s most 
sucessful smugglers. I spent a while 
throwing a beach ball with one. 

When I left that night, Jimmy tossed me 
an ink bottle as I got on the little Cessna 
“Souvenir,” he said, “of Boca Chica 
Marineland. I'm sure you'll treasure it 
always.” @ 
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Grn Kit 
Psilocybe cubensis remains the easiest 
and most popular mushroom for home 
cultivation. Now we have simplified the 
method of growing to help you grow 
this largest of all Psilocybe mushrooms. 
The mushrooms are grown directly out 
of grain bottles provided in the kit, 


eliminating an entire step. The kit in- 
cludes all the inoculating tools, alcohol 


lamp, malt-agar medium and petri dish- P'S 1 LO CY BE 
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Allies 

“This book by Paul Stamets is far and 
away the best guide to the psilocybin- 
containing mushrooms and their rela- 
tives. Mycologists and mushroom fan- 
ciers, as well as those interested in the 
CUBENS1S psychoactive fungi, will all find this 
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, this mush- 


room is ideal for growing outside in your 
yard. The mycelium spreads rapidly at 
warm temperatures in the 70's and fruits at 
about 50 degrees Farenheit. Once estab- 
lished, this mushroom can be transferred 


work useful. Its taxonomic keys and ex- 
cellent color photographs are valuable ad- 
ditions to the literature on mushrooms. I 
give Psilocybe Mushrooms and Their Allies 
the highest recommendation” 

—Andrew T. Weil, M.D., Harvard Univ. 


author, The Natural Mind 
48 color photographs, scanning electron | 
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vation techniques. $10.45 


without sterile culture work. It spreads 
rapidly throughout the two pounds of non- 
manure compost provided in the kit. With 
some ingenuity, it can be grown indoors 
using refigeration. See for yourself why 
this beautiful little mushroom isso popular 
in its native Pacific Northwest. The spores 
are also available separately. $35 


All of our kits include illustrated instructions 
excerpted from Bob Harris’ Growing Wild 
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Myth of the Mafia 


(continued from page 58) 


get this sort of information in a tight little 
town such as Las Vegas without having to 
call on Big Brother. Giancana left his 
daughter penniless. She was recently 
evicted from her apartment. What a big- 
time guy. The Godfather, no doubt. 
Giancana was killed with a 22-caliber 
pistol. Highly unusual, the crime experts 
noted. They did not note that the only 
people who routinely use .22 pistols a 
CIA agents. The Company. in fact. devel. 
oped special ammunition for the 22 to 
overcome its lack of stopping power. It 
n't easy to kill someone. It is difficult 
Humans are bigger than deer and can get 
medical attention. To kill people with 
certainty you want a nice big chunk of 
lead moving at high speed. The 357 Mag- 
num is a favored weapon. Most killings 
that the police attribute to organized 
crime are done with .38-caliber police 
specials. Curious. After the Giancana kill- 
ing there was a series of murders of 
supposed Mafia figures, in actuality po- 
lice informers, all killed in similar 
about to testify—and with 
liber pistols without any evide 
Of resistance. Did their case officers kill 


them? Who are the hit men? 
In all of the fury of the publicity battle 
no one 


ms to have asked why, if there 
eally are such professional killers as the 
hit men of venerable legend, has our 
government failed to produce one in court 
and convict him? Every other kind of 
criminal repeater is eventually caught. Yet 
not one example of this species. The more 
important question is: If there were a 
Matfia, would it cooperate with the Man? 

If it did, it would no longer be the 
Mafia. It is not an accident that in an age 
when you can't tell the cops from the 
robbers for two weeks in a row, everyone 
goes for Don Corleone, with his ancient 
traditions of honor and loyalty and trust. 

‘The Godfather, as Mario Puzo has de- 
clared to all who would listen, is not a 
book about Italian criminals but a book 
about justice and power, modeled not on 
Lucky Luciano but on the Kennedys, 
hearkening back to a spirit of individual 
will that Big Brother will never be able to 
erase. If that spirit is a myth, then possibly 
it is one we cannot do without. 

“You can’t run a coal mine without 
machine guns,” the owner of one told 
Henry Luce. So for the real powers it’s a 
lot cheaper to pay that $75 billion tab for 
38-caliber police specials and smart uni- 
forms with shiny black-leather trim than 
itis to clean up the job of making steel and 
plastic, not to speak of making it mean- 
ingful, not to speak of creating other, 
better jobs. Maybe that is the way it is and 
always was and always shall be. If so, 
hang onto the myth of the Mafia. What 
else do you have? @ 
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Torture 


(continued from page 76) 


you while the secretaries are typing away 
in the next room. The officer who was 
torturing me was taking barbiturates as 
fast as he could and getting crazier by the 
minute. I started to wonder if he just 
wasn't going to choke me out one time too 
many. He’s here now, that officer, for 
burglarizing a furniture store a few 
months ago.” 

Even if Mexicans are doing all the dirty 
work, the program is a joint operation, 
conceived and in grand part paid for by 
the United States. Through the DEAS 
Janus program we provide information 
and assistance that leads to the arrests of 
narcotics suspects, at least some of whom, 
one can presume, are tortured into signing 
confessions. 

Ironically the State Department is re- 
sponsible both for carrying on the 
human-rights campaign and the interna- 
tional war against narcotics. That one of 
these projects may be in conflict with the 
other should have occurred to somebody, 
Mrs. Josiah Falco, who runs the narcotics 
program, and Mrs. Pat Derian, who over- 
sees the human-rights campaign, are good 
buddies. If they've failed to make the 
connection, then the Office of Special 
Functional Problems, the State Depart- 
ment's legal adviser for possible concom- 
mitant and contradictory issues like these, 
should. Louis G. Fields, an assistant legal 
adviser in that office, told us he has heard 
of no instances of human-rights violations 
in the Mexican drug campaign. He em- 
phasized, “Instructions to our own nar- 
cotics advisers operating in Mexico are to 
report any violations of that nature to the 
US. embassy, and appropriate represen- 
tations would be made.” 

‘The head of the DEA in Latin America 
is Jacques Hiere, a veteran officer who 
was mainly responsible for breaking the 
French Connection a few years ago. Hiere 
told me, “In conjunction with President 
Carter's human-rights campaign, I have 
given instructions to all DEA personnel to 
report directly to me any unduly harsh 
interrogations they might observe. Since 
the start of the present administration, I 
can tell you I haven't received one 
report.” 

Legislators like Fortney Stark (R-Cali- 
fornia) have files full of prisoner affida- 
vits, with some declaring that not only 
was the DEA present at their tortures but 
sometimes participated in them. “Most 
Americans in jail in Mexico are students 
of college age from fine families,” our 
Mexican ambassador reminds us. Ac- 
cording to published reports, by June 1976 
the State Department had substantiated 
250 complaints against its consular offi- 
Is and the DEA in Mexico for apathy or 
complicity in the mistreatment of prison- 
ers at the time of arrest.@ 
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Don't you think it's high time to do something protest these laws in the streets, on the 
about today’s stone-age pot laws? Something beaches and by CAMPing out at the White 
more than merely writing letters to your con- House every Independence Day until victo- 
gressperson? Ever consider that there may ry is ours. 
be more effective methods to get the CAMP welcomes participation by all 


point across? pro-pot organizations in a program 
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tors high in government cir 
cles. 
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Turquoise 


(continued from pagest) 


And even when the mines are yielding 
plenty of turquoise, much of it is inferior 
Of the Kingman’s 20,000 pounds a month 
yield, only 2,000 pounds was rated decent 
grade when the mine was going good. At 
times, the 2,000 fell to just 600 poun 
The good stones are hard stones, pre- 
ferred for a number of reasons. ‘Their 
deeper color is more zatlike. They can be 
shaped and polished with the highest 
degree of skill. And they hold their color 
over the years. The more porous stones 
will fade to green in time, affected by air 
and the wearer's body oils. 

Anything nature can do, humans can 
undo. So of course the turquoise industry 
has come up with a few ways to stop the 
fading, in a process that is generally called 

stabilizing.” One aspect of C.W. Hardy's 

power in the industry is that he has a 
patent on his particular stabilizing 
process, and it has helped to keep him 
rich, But other methods are used, too, and 
they come down to the essential idea of 
sealing the stone against moisture, using 
silica or clear plastic. 

‘There’s great controversy about stabi- 
lizing: the purists hate the idea. Those in 
favor say that, through the ages, the stones 
have been treated in one way or another 
to enhance and protect them. Less defen- 
sible is the practice of stabilizing by 
dipping the stones in hot oil or vegetable 
fat, which only temporarily protects the 
color—and yet the Indians themselves did 
this for hundreds of years. 


‘ood stones and bad stones—that's 
what the turquoise industry re- 
volves around, that's what gives the 

turquoise scene its frantic feel. For the 

other love that’s operating here, alongside 
the love of fine stones and fine jewelry, is 

a great love of money. In pursuit of this 

love, stabilized stones may be passed off 

as unstabilized: synthetic turquoise (of 
which there are at least two brands. one 

French, one American) may be passed off 

as real. It is estimated that 50 to 60 percent 

of all the turquoise jewelry sold in 

America is made in Taiwan or the Philip: 

pines, styled as “American Indian” and, 

more often than not, sold under that label 

Turquoiselike rocks—variscite, chrysocal 

la, malachite, faustite and others 

often labeled as the real thing. Conse- 
quently, all over America there are sad- 
eyed buyers who, if they aren't ashamed 
to testify to their gullibility, could tell you 
an outrageous tale of buying “guaranteod 
and “authentic” jewelry worth two or 
three or five thousand dollars, only to 
discover later that the real value was as 
little as a fifth or tenth of what they'd 
paid 

Don Hoel of Sedona, Arizor 
one of America’s leading traders 
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lectors of turquoise Indian jewelry, had 
one such woman come to him to appraise 
the jewelry she'd bought. When he exam- 
ined it, Hoel found that what had cost her 
$5,800 was worth just $350. Hoel’s entire 
house is a vault, and its contents are 
watched over by security guards, He does 
not sell to traders but to individuals, and 
he's a down-the-line purist about treating 
stones. To him, polishing a stone is as far 
as the process should go. Not surprisingly, 
with that attitude, he deals in only the 
best, and he can unveil turquoise trea- 
sures worth thousands and thousands of 
dollars. Recently, he showed one visitor 
ten small plastic bags filled with turquoise 
stones: their market value, $60,000. 

With that kind of money to be made, it’s 
not surprising that not all turquoise 
traders are as dedicated to authenticity as 
Don Hoel. Many, in fact, are bent on 
outright swindling, ed to sharp 
trading, of whi there is 
plenty on the turquoise scene: The in- 
dustry is well aware of the scams; better 
elements are deep into efforts to polic 
the action. d than done. At its 
worst, turquoise trading can be like the 
wildest, most crooked poker game, with 
every other player using fake chips. 
palming aces and dealing off the bottom 
of the deck. For example, at the height of 
the turquoise boom in 1973 and 1974, 
motel sales were held on the East and 
West coasts at which suitcases of stolen 
turquoise jewelry were grabbed up by 
unsuspecting buyers, 

The center of the frenzied trading in 
turquoise is Gallup, New Mexico, which 
is not near the mines but is near the Indian 
reservation where much of the jewelry is 
made. Gallup is a town of neon signs, 
fast-food stands, motels and late-model 
pickups where just about everyone is into 
turquoise trading in one way or another, 
from copper miners who've made off 
with nuggets to fast-talking “new guys in 
town” who have heard about the action 
and come down to sit in the game. Plus 
old established traders and trading com- 
panies such as Woodward's, Tanner's and 
Silbert Ortega’s, who are generally on top 
of the game, having the best sources and a 
long history of dealing 

At one point, after the 1973 oil embargo, 
Gallup experienced a minor invasion of 
oil-rich Arabs, who brought their money 
in large suitcases and immediately began 
throwing it around like desert sand. What 
they had in mind, apparently, was to go 
far as they could toward cornering the 
production of new jewelry on the reser- 
vation, just down Route 66 from “the 
turquoise capital of the world,” as 
calls itself. With all of their money, they 
decided to buy in quantity from the Indi 
ans and make their profit in volume by 
selling to the next person at a low 10-per- 
cent markup. They commissioned Zuni 
craftsmen to make jewelry for them and 
kept a 24-hour vigil over the Indians. 

(continued on next page) 
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Their influence over the 
strong at one point, because of all the 
money they were throwing around, that 
they pressured the tribe into passing 4 
new law, permitting only 80 traders a 
to the reservation and requiring each one 
to pay $1,000 for the privilege. 

‘The Arabs’ operation was typical of the 
way that jewelry traders and stores ar- 
range for new jewelry to be made, Except 
‘ognized artists such as, for exam- 
arles Loloma and Preston Monon- 
gye, the great majority of Indian 
craftspersons are paid by the hour, not by 
the piece, for their work. A trader or 
jewelry store owner or wholesaler will 
supply turquoise and silver to the Indians 
and hand over cash for the finished piece 
on delivery. With enough money, those 
commissioning the Indians to make jew- 
elry can generate an enormous volume. 
One wholesaler, for example, estimated 
that he was turning over $5,000 worth of 
jewelry every day 

What kind of jewelry specifically gets 
made depends of course on the skills and 
training of the Indian artisan, along with 
the preference of the commissioner. Indi- 
ans of the various tribes specialize in 
certain traditional approaches. Navaho 
jewelry features a heavy use of silver, 
since the Navahos learned the art of 
casting and working silver from the 
‘Spanish. The Navahos make concha belts 
and so-called squash-blossom necklaces 
{actually based in design on the blossom 
‘of the pomegranate), as well as bracelets, 


Zunis was so 


earrings. rings, bola ties and ketohs 
{archer's wrist guards). in which turquoise 


is used in massive silver set 

The Zunis are greatly skilled as lapi- 
daries and do much of the cutting and 
finishing of turquoise. They make fetishes 
for necklaces, tiny figures carved of shell 
or turquoise, usually in the shape of 
animals such as birds, bears, fro 
wolves. The Zunis use much smaller 
stones than the Navaho to make turquoise 
needlework” jewelry, so called because 
each stone, di there may be as many as 
500 in one necklace, is sharpened at each 
end like a needle. The Zunis also special 
ize in inlaid jewelry, in which v 
kinds of stone, turquoise, jet, she 
coral are cut and fitted together in a 
smooth mosaic effect, held together by an 
outside silver frame. And they do channel 
work, in which each piece of stone is 
framed by a silver outline or channel 

‘The Hopis’ main design preference is 
for overlay, in which silver is cut into 
designs. either in wire or in solid pieces. 
and then set down as a raised relief 
inst_a background of silver. And the 
ta Domingos make heshi beads, of 
shell or turquoise, which are strung as 
necklaces. 

In alll of this jewelry, besides the skill of 
the workmanship, the authenticity deter- 
mines the value. Generally speaking. 
when the jewelry is made by an Indian, by 
hand, its value will be much higher than 
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that of a machine-made piece. An au 
thentic heshi necklace, fo# instance, may 
cost $1,000, as compared to $100 for a 
machine-made one. Deciding what's au 
thentic is of course another peril the buyer 
faces. Many Indian artisans have taken to 
pulling their own special’silver mark on 
jewelry they make. In response, naturally 
there has been a rash of forgery of silver 
marks on machine-made jewelry. 

Today. a good deal less jewelry is being 
commissioned than was the case a year 
ago, when the boom was still close to its 
height. The Arabs have begun to retreat 
now (the Zuni shish-kebab stand on the 
reservation, which their presence 
duced, still remains); the frenzy has faded 
somewhat. But there is still plenty of 
action. Plenty of people are still sitting on 
plenty of turquoise, waiting for the right 
price. In the Zuni nation, Cadillacs are 
still parked along the roads, and m: 
market jewelry buyers still prowl the 
ryside, arranging next year's pro- 
ion. “Old pawn” jewelry, stuff that 
Indians left with traders 50 or so years ago 
in exchange for a few dollars of spending 
is still in premium demand. (And, 
it also is being faked, made to 
look old, provided with a counterfeit 
pawn ticket) Indian artisans continue to 
{urn out traditional and modern turquoise 
jewelry, which, at the highest levels of 
their art, is as breathtaking to behold as 
anything that Fabergé dreamed up for the 
Russian czars. 

This jewelry, good and not so good. will 
sell. In 1973, one billion dollars was spent 
for gems of all kinds in the United States. 
‘The figure keeps rising each year, and 
turquoise is included. In 1975, Ameri 
leading auction house, Parke Bernet, sold 
part of the fantastic collection of C.G. 
Wallace, who encouraged the Zunis to do 
inlay and channel work as early as 1900. 
Hundreds of beautiful top-quality pieces 
were snapped up, and the sale netted half 
a million dollars, It was the first time that 
turquoise jewelry had achieved the cachet 
of this prestige recognition, But the rest of 
Wallace's collection of Indian art and 
jewlery was already in the Heard Mu: 
um in Phoenix, its status as both art at 
treasure well assured. 

Indian turquoise jewelry 
here to stay. The feverish trading will go 
on. The sacred and profane will continue 
to meet at deserted New Mexico 
crossroads as buyers and sellers park their 
pickups nose to nose and haggle over blue 
| stones. And those stones, the blue of 
Persian heaven, the blue of Indian magic, 
will continue to speak with soul and zat to 
the turquoise nation, to free spirits in 
communes and lovers of the high, 
souvenir-collecting tourists, big-city fash- 
ion bugs and avaricious collectors. to 
whoever hungers, in_ whatever special 
way, for the glories of turquoise leaping 
bluely out of silver, gold and ironwood. 

As for the Indians, long live zat, for zat 
has made them free, Well, almost free. @ 
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The 1979 High Times 
Calendar surpasses 
any calendar you've 
ever seen. It is suit- 
able for the most 
elegant drawing 
room, salon, office 
— or smoking parlor. 
Each month of 1979 comes complete 
with a choice banquet of one of the 
world’s most exotic forbidden sub- 
stances, masterfully photographed and 
printed on full-color plates. Eleven 
inches square, on heavy coated stock, 
the calendar is specially designed to 
give you plenty of space for jotting 
down the important appointments and 
rendezvous in your busy life. And in fine 
print, the calendar marks important 
dates in the history of the dope culture. 


.., ORDER YOURS NOW! 


Disney Co. Creates Tax-Exempt “Magic Kingdom” 


A California lawyer has discovered that Walt 
Disney World in Florida has managed to create its 
very own government, exempt from most Florida 
laws, including tax statutes. 

Harold Berliner investigated Florida's Disney 
World because the Disney people want to build a 
large resort in northern California, He discovered 
what he calls “a feudal domain.” 

The law favoring Disney was passed by state 
legislators who hadn't even seen the bill they were 
voting on. It abrogates, or repeals, nearly all state 
laws, Including zoning laws, land-use laws and 
building regulations, Disney World, also called 
the Reedy Creek Improvement District, is also 
exempt from sate tax laws. Yet Disney finances its 
projects by selling tax-exempt bonds—in effect, 
borrowing millions at 5-percent interest. 

The Reedy Creek District supervisors who 
work for Disney are specifically exempt from any 
charges of conflict of interest. In fact, i’s against 
the law for them or anybody else to even talk 
about violating the laws of Disney World 

In the words of attorney Berliner: “W's di 
to imagine a law more antagonistic to the Ameri- 
can democratic form of government” 
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Riding the Rails of Worn-out Elegance 


by Mason Wren , Pacific News Service 
By a four-to-three vote, the Interstate Commerce 
Commission ruled that the Southern Railways 
System may not discontinue its venerable South- 
ern Crescent, famed for its wood-paneled master 
bedrooms, rolling showers and rich southern 
cooking served in silver dishes on linen-covered 
tables. 


Despite Southern’s claim that it lost $6.6 million 
last year operating the Crescent, the ICC ordered 
that the train be continued for at least one more 
year. The Crescent is the last long-haul privately 
run passenger train in the US, the others are 


operated by Amtrak. According to the ICC, fi 


Southern operates the train with 9 or 10 passenger 


‘ars and has a fleet of 81 cars supporting the [Fam 


operation. Those 81 antique cars Southern re- 
serves for the Crescent are 30 to 40 years old, and 
the diner is over 40 years old—all candidates for 
the Smithsonian 

The ICC decision cites the Crescent as “the 
premier train between Washington and New 
Orleans.” It is the only passenger train between 


those important points of the vigorous heartland 


Sc f 


Ty ane into nostalgia, or mere seine 


you've got ame more wear to ride the Southern Crescent 


of the South. 

No agency, however, is going to be able to 
dictate the existence forever of a passenger train 
unless it also can dictate the acquisition of new 
‘equipment, Southern Railway has made it clear it 
has no intention of ordering new cars for the 


Crescent. Even if Southern and the ICC jointly 
decided to purchase new cars, they would be hard 
pressed to get them, There is no car-manufactur- 
ing plant in this country today turning out, or 
ped to turn out, the kind of cars needed for 
-passenger business in intercity service. 
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4 boldly daring to enter the arena 

state and national politics, ousting corrupt males, 
‘opening fresh new comcepts—and inadvertently exposing 
themselves tothe risk of assassination 
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at your fingertips. *All High Times 
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‘nd columns indexed for easy 
reterral. *A connoisseurs 
digest of dope facts, 
information and 


Group Set to Aid Women Politicians 


A network of programs designed to help women 
enter politics and run for public office has just 
been formed by five women’s colleges assisted by 
a grant from the Carnegie Corporation. 

‘The public-leadership education network, 
founded by Wells College president Frances 
Farenthold, reports it will encourage the develop- 
ment of a group of women leaders interested in 
lective and appointive offices, lobbying cam- 
paigns and political- 
The organization will provide internshi 


for 


special political courses and se 
at Carlow College in Pittsburgh, 
near Baltimore, Spelman College in Atlanta, Ste- 
phens College in Columbia, Missouri, and Wells 
College in Aurora, New York. 

The Center for American Women and Politics 
reports that a recent poll shows that the proportion 
of female officeholders 
to only 10 percent, des 
awakening among women. Farenthold says the 
public-leadership education network will be the 
first comprehensive attempt to raise this percent- 
age by using women’s colleges as a base. 


the country has grown 
an obvious political 
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How to escape the rising tide of taxes anal household expenses: Hobo King “Steamtrain” Maury Graham und 
living on the ri 


ul keeping one jump ahead of the fos. 


Cost of “Moderate” Lifestyle Nears 20G 


A study by the University of Arizona's division of 
economic and business research has concluded 
that it kes an average family of four in the 
$17,840 a year to maintain just a 
standard of living. 

According to the study, food and housing take | 


‘moderate” 


the biggest bites out of the monthly paycheck, the 
two totaling up to 47 percent of the yearly income. 


Next, in order, were taxes, 19 percent; trans- 
portation, 8 percent; clothing, 7 percent; medical 
are, 6 percent; and miscellaneous, 13 percent. 
‘The study also listed the 25 urban areas with the 
highest comparative living costs. Topping that list 
order) were Hawaii, Boston, the New York/ 
New Jersey area, the San Francisco/Oakland area, 
and Buffalo, New York. 
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Marygin 
That beauty is performance, the kind that has 
made Marygin the top selling cannabis 
cleaner today, No wdering or shaking 
here—onlya le tumbling action that 
Igevies you with a perlert bere ready fo roll 
Ask for Maryain at your favorite store or write 
us—includes free smoking essentials catalog; 
Postage paid) Send check or money 
order to: 


Marygin Ine. 
jox 5827 
Tucson, Arizona 85703. 5 


(602) 623-3732 
(602) 623-0709 


Autistic Savants 
Suggest New 
Brain Theories 


Arnold, an assembly-line worker with an IQ of 
80, spends most of his spare time reading super- 
technical electronics texts and building the de- 
vices described in them. Not long ago he put 
together a tape recorder, a multicolor neon light- 
show apparatus and a transistor radio. Music 
played on the tape recorder was picked up and 
translated into light-change patterns by the neon. 
gimmick; the light show was subsequently broad- 
‘ast into the radio, which reduplicated the original 
music from the tape recorder. 

George, 12, attends a special school for children 
with grave learning disabilities, usually traveling 
back and forth by bus. “He seems to be very 
psychic,” says his father. “We would decide to 
pick up George fat school] suddenly, if we were in 
the area. He would tell the teacher we were 
‘coming and would come to open the door when 
we arrived, So he has many special abilities, but 
cannot write his name or read a sentence.” Else- 
where, a 12-year-old girl has since the age of four 
been able to tell members of her family about 
litle things that happened to them when she was 
nowhere around. 


le like this were termed “idiot 
svanis,” jas determined that their appar- 
cent lack of intelligence is actually due to subtle 
brain dysfunctions characteristic of autism. Autis- 
ticchildren typically exist in a virtual inner world, 
able to communicate to other people only in the 
most rudimentary fashion. According to Dr. Ber- 
ard Rimland at the Institute for Child Behavior 
Research at San Diego, autism appears to be 
caused by a malformation in the brain that 
prohibits these people from focusing and concen- 
trating their attention like “normal” people; 
though in the case of autistic saoums, a mechanism 
appears to exist in their brains that concentrates, 
their entire attention onto one particular thing 
like electronics or kin-bond ESP, as above—to the 
virtual exclusion of all other intellectual abilities 

Autistic savants have always awed and con- 
founded “normal” people. Some theorists have 
suggested that such persons in ancient societies 
were formally installed in tribal posts as “sooth- 
sayers,” “augurers” and astrologists, 

Dr Rimland found that the largest 
category of savant specialties was music, with 
children commonly singing entire songs with 
perfect pitch at the age of 18 months and compos- 
ing tunes on the piano at four. 

Other savants, as children, exhibit extraordi- 
nary painting abilities, and many have perfect 
visual recall. The most conspicuous category of 
savant is the mathematical specialist: children 
with this trait can typically compute square roots, 
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Horsemeat Eaters May Doom Rodeos 


The American rodeo is in danger of extinction, 
claims a spokesperson for the International Rodeo 
Association, because many people prefer to eat 
horses rather than watch them perform. 

Louis Elliott says rodeo promoters are encoun- 
tering increasing difficulties in purchasing horses 
for their shows because breeders can often get 


better prices from horsemeat factories in Europe. 

Elliot claims that this problem, along with 
efforts by cattle ranchers to eradicate wild horses 
on their grazing lands, could lead to the extinction 
of the “outlaw” horses commonly used in rodeos. 
European food processors pay about 48 cents a 
pound for a horse on the hoof. 


primes, factor multiplication and long division 
mentally and determine instantly any given 
weekday of any date in history. Sir Isaac Newton, 
Beethoven, Picasso, Einstein and Howard Hughes 
are said to have exhibited some autistic-savant 
characteristics, as does chess champ Bobby 
Fischer. Evidently, however, savant powers are 
jous in child hood; as the individual 
dually trained to function “normally” 
society, the talents appear to diminish markedly. 
Interestingly, uccording to Dr. Rimland, such 
children are most often born to exceptionally 
brilliant parents. 

Investigating the possible causes of the condi- 
tion, Dr. Rimland has found that autistic people 
have a chronic deficiency of the hormone sero- 
blood platelets, In the brain, the 


through brain. cells. (Both marijuana and LSD, 
incidentally, work in the brain by raising the 
serotonin levels in CSN cells) Dr. Rimland spec- 
ulates that autistic savants may have a ct 
nerve-pattern deformation of the ba: 
stem 

all their attention into certain right-hemisphere 
brain areas that govern functions like mathemati 
cal cogitation, memory, ESP and musical aptitude. 


Teachers Hate School, Kids Don’t 


‘A recent survey shows that teachers hate to hear 
the school bell ring a lot more than the kids do. 

‘The Foundation for Child Development talked 
02,200 children and found that fewer than one in 
ten hated schoolwork. Ninety percent said they 
liked their teachers, their classmates and school in 


general. 


Buta poll of teachers by the National Education 
Association found out something else entirely. A 
dismal 38 percent said they would choose to be 
teachers if they had it to do alll over again. 
Experienced teachers are dropping out in record 
numbers, and only 60 percent plan to stay in the 
field until retirement. 
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Ste Lean Uke City eee by Bulldozers 


Fragments. of Oriental-style pottery, similar to these 
pases, have been fourad amid Ecuadorian rubble dating 
From 3000 B. 


COLOMBIA 


‘oupe 
‘Peeoteconee 
ECUADOR 


Deep in the Coniillera Mountains, Cotocollao yielted some tantalizing archaeological Finds before being doomed 


bby a construction project. 


corocouas, EcuADOR—The secret origin of Inca 
culture may remain a secret forever, now that 
construction bulldazers have been permitted to 
destroy a critical 5,000-year-old archaeological 
site. The site was discovered in 1976 when some 
construction work first began in this Quito sub- 
urb: local children found strange and beautiful 
pottery fragments being tured up by diggers. A 
local schoolteacher showed the fragments to the 
Central Bank Archaeological Museum, which 
ordained a two-year delay in future construction 
and called in noted Seattle archaeologist Em 
Peterson to conduct a scientific excavation. 
means compressing, at least ten years’ wor 
two,” complained Peterson, 28, but he agreed to 
oversee the work anyway. 

After digging through two feet of topsoil rich in 
Indian artifacts, Peterson’s workers struck a thick 
layer of volcanic ash and pumice—left after an 
eruption of nearby Mount Pichincha in 300 1. 
‘The next layer showed that the catastrophe had 
‘wiped out an earlier society that dated from at 
least 3000 v.c. Artifacts from this original Coto- 
collao—tens of thousands of pottery shards, tools, 
‘ornaments and ritual objects—clearly exhibited 
the existence of “a highland kingdom, a stable 


agricultural village with a scattered surrounding, 
rural population in little hamlets.” With a popu- 
lation of about 1,000, Cotocollao produced few 
weapons during its final thousand years of exis- 
tence, indicating a peaceful, prosperous society. 

It was also a highly cosmopolitan society: "Co- 
tocollao has material from the Amazon, from the 
Pacific Coast, from the north in Colombia and 
from the south in Peru,” says Peterson. It may well 
have had contacts from even further abroad: two 
human figurines were discovered wearing tur- 
bans and seated in an Asian half-lotus position, 
“They are such a headache that I wish Td never 
found them,” declares Peterson, who has become 
embroiled in the “diffusionist” controversy of 
whether Japanese sailors were in contact with 
pre-Colombian civilizations—as early, some say, as 
3000 nc. 

Another intriguing find was a mass graveyard 
of over 100 persons interred immediately befor 
the eruption of Pichincha, obviously as futile 
propitiatory sacrifices. All the skeletons were 
found bound hand and foot; some had been 
beheaded, with their faces wedged in between 
their buttocks. One skull was fourd with a neat 
surgical trepanning hole in the cranium: “The 
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bone had healed over the edges, so clearly the 
patient had lived many years after the operation,” 
notes Peterson. “That's preity sophisticated sur- 
‘gery for three and one-half thousand years ago." 

Unhappily, the mass sacrifice of one out of 
every ten citizens in Catocollao clearly did little to 
appease the volcano. And nothing. at all, it seems, 
can now keep the Quito construction industry 
from obliterating, all traces of that culture's exis- 
tence forever. 


Resurrected Guerrilla 
Unites 
Anti-Govt. Forces 


MAKQUETALIA, COLOMBIA=The legendary leftist 
guerrilla leader Manuel “Tiro Fijo” Marulanda 
has seemingly come back from the dead to unite 
the Colombian antigovernment movement, At 
least it was the name Tito Fijo (“Straight Shot") 
that signed a clandestine manifesto emanating 
from this guerrilla-controlled region last fall, 
announcing that Colombia's two foremost armed 
resistance movements had formally united, at last, 
against the Bogota government. 

The so-called Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia (FARO), the document declared, has 
resolved all fundamental disagreements with the 
National Liberation Army (ELN). The long-await- 
ed union has finally been effected, purportedly 
through Tiro Fijo's mediation, because although 
“this policy is understood by some in one way, 
and by others in a different way, all our armed 
movements agree on the urgent necessity for 


“Straight Shot” Marulanda, founder of FARC, 
became a national hero in 1965 by creating the 
temporarily autonomous “Republic of Marque- 
talia” in the southern regions of Marquetalia 
Riochiquito and Pato y Guayavero in Huila De- 
partment, Subsequently the Colombian Air Force 
bombed the area repeatedly; Marulanda was be- 
lieved to be killed in action against the military, 
though his death was never confirmed. 


Starving Kids 
Whiff Fumes, 
Termed “Addicts” 
by Cops 


Mexico crry, MEXIcO—An estimated $00,000 chil- 
ween the ages of 9 and 15 regularly 
solvents both to get high and to 
reduce feelings of hunger. This staggering stati 
released by the Mexican Center for Drug 
can be partially explained by the fact 
that in recent years this city’s population has 
swollen to nearly 18 million, many of whom are 
peasant refugees from the vicious land 
wars that convulse most of rural Mexico, 

The children are termed “addicts” by Mexico 
police, though none of these inhalant solvents— 
toluene, paint thinner, rubber cement, household 
cleaners and leather adhesives—is technically “ad- 
dictive.” These children, mainly homeless, 
wander the slum streets in packs, bes 
robbing for small sums of cash. Inflation has 
rendered food so expensive that a 35-cent quart of 
industrial solvent is more affordable than a loaf of 
bread or a ean of peaches. Inhaling these ch 
cals will provide, besides the high, an alleviation 
‘of hunger symptoms that lasts for hours. “Many 
times i's cheaper to inhale than it is to eat,” admits 
a Mexican narc. Within three months of regular 
use, these solvents begin causing permanent 
brain, kidney and bone-marrow damage. 

Juvenile authority Dr. Campo Zenu charges 
that no real provisions are made for these children 
by the government, not even secure basic deten- 
tion facilities, “They let themselves be picked up 
when they fee! like bathing or eating regularly,” 
says Dr. Campo, “and then they escape.” The 
Portillo government, some charge, is content with 
a situation that provides for the self-elimination 
of potential troublemakers. 


Brazil to Install 
National ID 
Computer 


Researchers at the Institute for Policy Studies 
report that the Carter administration is preparing, 
to approve the sale to Brazil of a sophisticated 
computer that would form the heart of a national 
identification system in that country. 

Researchers Cynthia Arnson and Michael Klare 
say high State Department officials have already 
approved the sale of the Pintrak 250, The sophis- 
ticated computer identification system automati- 
cally computes fingerprint data into computer 
language and is capable of storing information on 
dividuals. 

‘Amnesty International has accused Brazi 
police agencies of widespread terror against polit- 
ical dissidents and of suppressing human rights. 
The two researchers charge that the Pintrak 250 
will only help contribute to the “further erosion of 
human rights” in Brazil, 


and 


[Now at last you can frolic in the Cuban Caribbean for four nights running: but the Reds will keep tabs on whut 


ou're running. 


Havana-Miami Air Service Resumes 


For the first time since the 1962 Cuban Missile 
Crisis, U.S. passenger flights began regularly pass- 
ing in and out of Cuba last fall. Shawnee Air Lines 
vas the first service to land a plane there, its 16 


passengers including several sons and daughters 
of Cuban exiles 
by Amigo Tou 
day tour of Cuba by air and land transporiat 


Florida. The trip was arranged 
Miami, which offers a four- 


Black Death Menaces Mexico! 


Mexico cry, Mexico—Twenty miles north of town 
here, a real-estate company’s enormous billboard 
urges, “Take off your gas mask, you have just 
entered a fresh air zone.” Mexico City ranks with 
Tokyo and Djkarta, Indonesia, as one of the 
world’s most ait-polluted cities; it sits ina dry lake 
bed in a bowl formed by surrounding mountain. 
peaks, and massive air inversions occur nightly. 
Currently, due to the inferior grade of gasoline 
burned in Mexico City’s generally ill-kept «ars, 
the city is continuously pervaded with a smog 


h 650 tons. By 2000 
cloud will weigh 3,000 


cloud estimated to wei 
Conditions. persist, th 
pounds, 

“The danger is that one of these days the 
nightly inversion may not lift,” speculates. Dr. 
Humberto Bravo Alvarez, head of pollution study 
at the University of Mexico. Were that to happen, 
Mexico City could sustain an atmospheric holo- 
‘caust similar to the one that hit London in 1952, 
when a prolonged smog inversion killed over 
4,000 people. 


TIRED OF THE 
SAME OLD STUFF? 


“Kilo Bag’ guaranteed 
sr HIGH level discussion. 
‘The all new ‘Kilo Bag’ is ahand- 
sewn pillow full of felt stuffing, 
two giant usable papers —Plusil If you 
‘order soon you will receive a list of 
jays to use your new ‘Kilo Bag’ 
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New Nation Established on Sea Platform 


Joan beams und security forces brandish arms, 


OS 


Their feet firmly planted on the decks of their nation, Prince Roy of Sealand peers through binwculars us Princess 


SEAIAND, ENGUSH CHANNEL—A small platform of 
rusty steel, built off the coast of England as part of 
that country’s World War II defenses, has been 
declared a sovereign and independent nation by 
the man who has lived on it for the past ten years. 
Former pirate radio station owner Roy Bates, his 
wife and their son are the i 
“Sealand,” a quarter-square-mile area of metal 
plate sitting atop two massive concrete pillars 
eight miles off the city of Harwich. 


While Great Britain has refused to recognize 
Bates’s nation in any way, Sealand has figured in 
several international incidents. Bates is holding, 
prisoner a German mercenary soldier on charges 
of high treason, after frustrating a temporary 
takeover of Sealand by Dutch and G 
dealers. Bates also warded off an American CIA 
bribe squad at one point 

[Bates moved onto Sealand in the early 1960s, 
when he used it as a transmitter site for Radio 
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Essex, his highly profitable pirate radio station. 
When international legislation killed all the pirate 
stations in 1967, the Bates family declared uni 
eral independence from Great Britain and stayed 
on, intending to turn the site intoa free-trade zone 
with legalized casino gambling. The British Mis 
istry of Defense objected strongly to this and 
summoned Bates for a conference in London. 
While Bates was absent on this mission a squad of 
British troops attempted to board Sealand from a 
minesweeper and were repelled by Bates’s fash- 
ion-model wife Joan and teenaged son Michael 
wielding shotguns, 

In the subsequent firearms trial at the Essex 
Assizes in Harwich, the magistrate declared him- 
self incompetent on the grounds that Sealand is 
outside Britain's three-mile territorial limit. Ever 
ce then, Sealand’s sovereignty has gone effe 
tively unchallenged by the British government, 
which refuses to have anything to do with Bates 
whatsoever, on the principle that to do so might 
legitimize his claim to the platform. 

For a few years afterward, Sealand enjoyed its 
independence undisturbed. “It was like a watery 
bus in the sea, stripped of all its fittings," recalls 
Bates. “We put in our own furniture, installed 
generators and built a helicopter pad.” A tricolor 

g was devised—"red for Roy,” explains 
and black for our pirate 

Sealand stamps were 
issued, along with one-dollar Sealand currency 
notes and coins, Sealand passports were issued to 
various friends and business associates of the 
Bateses, including a German diamond dealer, who 
eventually became Sealan!’s foreign 

Last year, the foreign minister set up a confer 
ence between Bates and several international arms 
merchants in Austria, While Bates and his wife 
were conferring in Vienna, a squad of Dutch and 
West German mercenaries invaded the platform 

1d. took lf of the forei 
minister himself, In a daring predawn raid six 
days later, Bates and four other armed men retook 
Sealand and ousted the meres, keeping one 
named Gertold Putz prisoner on a capital treason 
‘offense with a $35,000 fin 

This precipitated a between the Bonn 
government and the British Foreign Office, with 
threatening bulletins exchanged between the two 
countries for weeks. When London steadfastly 
refused to be associated with Bates in any way 
whatsoever, the humiliated Bonn Foreign Min- 
istry was forced to fly Dr. Christopher Niemoller, 
their legal chief, to Sealand for negotiations. 
There, Bates steadfastly refuses to release Putz 
until the full fine has been paid. 

Currently Sealand is guarded with armed sen- 
tries, the waters around it are thoroughly mined, 
and the entire structur ely circled with 
booby traps activated by electrie trip wires. As a 
result, attempts by other countries to. exploit 

id's strategic position have become consid- 
erably more subile, “An American chureh from 
the Bible Belt came to us and asked if they could 
tall a radio transmitter on Sealand to beam 
is broadcasts to Russia,” reveals Bates, “I 
‘was quite interested—they were offering a lot of 
money—until somebody told me the chureh was a 
front for the CLA. [don’t want the Russians down 


rossession—on by 


‘on my back too, so I refused.” 


anueux, mance—In December 1977, 18-year-old 
Nadine Lerous was chosen Garlic Queen at the 
yearly Garlic Festival here. Every Dec 

after harvesting some two mil 
sgarlic—over two-thirds of the world’s supply- 
000 growers around Arleux hold a monster 
garlic jamboree, with garlic cheese, garlic sau- 
sages, garlic sauces and soup for all. 

Mlle. Lerous, who was presented with 217 
pounds of garlic at her coronation, posed for 
photographers wearing garlic garlands with her 
traditional peasant frock. The pretty Garlic Queen 
admitted that she has no boyfriend 

German doctors researching, medi 
garlic have discovered that it is definitely helpful 
in preventing heart attacks, since it reduces the 
tion of cholesterol in cardiac arteries. It 
also has a marked antibacterial effect, especially 

inst tuberculosis and diptheria bacilli. Dr. 

1s Reuter of Cologne seriously recommends 
the regular daily use of garlic, particularly by 
middle-aged men, who have the highest statistical 
incidence of heart attacks. The doctor suggests 
that their wives should also take garlic, out of 
self-defense ine would eat garlic regu- 
larly," points out Dr. Reuter, “the smell would 
bother no one.” 


I uses of 


Disco Invades 
Russia 

tically by Moscow. Not only has the disco craze 

standards of technical proficiency equal to West- 

deplorably reactionary establishment, and the 

Disco owners have responded that, while a 


Beginning with Elvis Presl 
music fads have been 


mushroom 


Thousands Cheer Garlic Queen 


A contender in last year’s Garlic 


estoal beauty pageant, cat i 


Arleaux, Fran 


bistro, 


basic equipment—lights, turntables, speakers and 
especially real Motown records themselves—just 
isn't sufficiently available on the open market, | 
and they could be busted for black-market 


European Farmers Going Organic 


Policy makers and scientists in Europe are turning, 
toward organic farming methods in response to 
mounting problems with conventional farming. 
These problems include soaring costs for cher 

fertilizers, pollution from the fertilizers, pes 
and herbicides, and insects’ growing resistance to 
toxic sprays. A contingent of American farmers 
and agricultural experts recently went on a tour of 


Europe's organic farms and were amazed to see 
lush, virtually pest-free crops. One university 
extension agent said, “I have never seen healthier 
plants. The plants in these organic farms are 
luxuriant" The healthy crops and the high con- 
sumer demand for them convinced many of the 
experts that research into organic methods here in 
the US. might bea good idea 
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This Laotian wood ourving entitled "No to Americans,” recenlly went on view atthe State Orient Aris 
Museum in Moscow, US. imperialism is presented asa demon pierced by "the arrow of the courageous Laotian 
people.” The mahogany carving wus one of 300 eximples of modern Laotian folk urt picked for exhibition in 
Russia. 


Imitation Coke Bombs i in India 
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India in 1977, when the new 


Gara Eyes Avei Sauilang Campaign 


Republic of China is considering | 


The People's % 


starting a mass antisme 


two of China’s most respected medical fig 
fone the chairman of the Academy of Medical 
Sciences and the other the chairman of the 
Research Institute of Traditional Medicine. 

In the article, thee two doctors say that smoking, 
is not good for the lungs, brain or respiration, and 
that if young people start to smoke today, they will 
probably be very sick 


campaign aimed at 
Chinese youth. China, in recent decades, has had 


one of the highest rates of tobacco use in the world, 


Now, a major article in the Guangming Daily 
has formally announced to the Chinese people for | 


the first time that there is a link between smoking 
and cancer. The article was writen and signed by 
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Japan Cracks Down on 
National Pastime: Work 


‘ovo, jaran—Overzealous Japanese workers may 
be endangering the stability of the national econ- 
omy, the Labor Ministry here fears. By far the 
world’s best-motivated workers, Japanese em- 
ployees put in an average of 40.2 hours per week 
(Americans average 37.3 hours) and typically take 
3.9 days per year for vacation and sick 

leave, This appears to account for the Japanese 
yen’s recent upward spiral on international 
money markets, pushing it far out of proportion to 
other national currencies. “Japan could be blamed 
by ils main trading partners,” worries the Finance 
(ing huge surpluses at the 

nment is therefore demanding 
‘companies forcibly impose paid vacations 
ir employees, even though this means 
1g, down the factories themselves, with out- 
workers trying to break in to get back to 
jobs. The Labor Ministry is also calling fora 
rackdown” on overtime work: though no Japa- 
nese company pays extra lor overtime, employees 
tend to regularly work late out of simple corporate 
loyalty. Only one in five lapanese workers takes 
k, recently 


sanese Diet 
himself 
ignantly ej 
lay work week proposal; he would “ne 
lake a course that would make people lazy’ 


This guy wes Kis compulsory Feoday work break fo 
develop weirdo watermelons for forcecleisure dining, 


Sri Lanka Cracks Down on 


National Pastime: Loafing 


cotomigo, st Laska—The government of this is 
land nation off the coast of India Formerly ki 
as Ceylon is becoming, incre 
with the tional p ohey 
ing around"=in plain 
ng, “A Sri Lankan works only every 
complained Prime Minister Rana- 
ighe Premadasa recently, noting that between 
the abundance of Buddhist holidays and liberal 
Sri Lankans york 
age of only 17 year. Accordingly, 
government ministers have begun consulting 
ih efficiency experts working at foreign embas- 
sies in Colombo, with the goal of tightening up 
work habits in Sri Lanka, 

‘One major problem is the Buddhist convention 
of observing weekly Pay rest days, which fall 
according to the phase of the moon rather than on. 
Sunday. Special Buddhist feast days such as Vesuk 
occur almost monthly and generally require that 
the succeeding day also be set aside for the 
revelers to recuperate. Once very year the month- 
long Perahera festival occurs, when nearly every 
fone on the island congregates at the Delada 


Maligawa Temple near Kandy, where a tooth of || 


the Buddha Gautama is pi 


especially liberal work regulations, Vacations and 
sick leave are reportedly easily obtained, with f 
questions asked, Most Sri Lankans enjoy their 
holidays at home, though some stil flock to the 
old British colonial resort at Nuwara Eliya, where 
rugby and tennis are featured. 

The occasion and reason for the prospective 
crackdown on okey nikunginmaiou seems to involve 
the Bandaranike government's intention of es- 
tablishing Colombo as an international free-trade 
zone. Before this highly lucrative step can be 
1 Sri Lankan bank holidays will have to 
coincide with those elsewhere. Also, Sri Lanka has 
for many been the chair country of the 
United Nations’ nonaligned bloc of Third World 
countries, and unless the island achieves a more 
responsible economic footing, Cuba may usurp its 
position 


Reveal Chinese Plot to 


LoxnoN, exctann—The detective who headed the 
famed “Operation Julie” acid bust in Wales 
claims to have uncovered a possible Red Chinese 
plot to waste the entire Soviet Union with LSD. 


According to London Deputy Inspector Richard 


Dose Soviets with LSD 


Lee, a British pharmaceuticals firm secretly sold 
400,000 00-microgram doses of pure acid to the 
Peking government in the early’70s—enough to 
immobilize every Soviet citizen from Siberia to 


the Urals for up to 16 hours. 
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Mercs Rule african | Nation 


‘Col Robert Mustafa Denard ut left im camouflage fatigues, inspects Comoran troops 


Muhammad Ahmed. 


ith token president 


-Monost, THE CoMOROS—French and Belgian merce- 
nary soldiers have taken over the vast majority of 


yesident All Solty last summer. Current 
t Ahmed Abdallah, a fundamentalist 
employed an amphibious force of 50 
tench and Belgian mercenary soldiers to 
gain power by a midnight commando assault on 


a2 


guided and advised by his minister of defense, 


effectively severed relations with so 

zambique and Tanzania and adopted 

tions with the white apartheid government of 
South Afri 


ie French are deeply engaged in suppressing 
guerrilla uprisings in Sub-Sahara Africa, particu 


acked om floor of ivory ioarchouse 


Crackdown on Illegal African Ivory 


HONG koNc—Under intense pressure from inter- 
national environmentalist groups, the Hong Kong 
Customs Department has finally agreed to crack 
down on the importation of African ivory. Last 
year alone, 475 pounds of raw ivory=representing 
the illegal slaughter of 47,500 elephants—moved 


through Hong Kong to be fashioned into or- 
namental Buddhas, incense burners, piano keys, 
coke spoons and flake plates. In the future, 
though, all shipments of ivory into Hong Kong 
will require official export permits stamped by the 
country of origin. 
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Zambia police have recruited w witch doctor to put the hex on a gang of house burglars. 


Cops Use Witch Doctor to Fight Crime 


Lusaka, zammia—Police here are working closely 
with licensed witch doctor Sailota Kamuchimba 
Phiri in an effort to locate and apprehend an 
organized gang of burglars who have been prey- 
ing on homes in the well-to-do sections of this 


capital city. "I put some herbs in a bicycle tube and 
pump it,” says Dr. Phiri. “While Iam doing so the 
stomach of the thief starts inflating, wherever he 
is, The thief looks like a woman with a pregnant 
stomach unless he returns the goods.” 


toward the Atlantic Ocean. 


A competitor in the recent hung-gliding championships held in Cape Town, South Africa, sours over the 
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In the time it takes 
you to smoke your 
next joint, you could 
write your Senator 
about it. 


Ger off your butt and do something about 

Jetting the use of marijuana decriminolized 

he next time you light up a joint, let some 
one know how you feel about the issue. 

Oregon, Alaska, Maine. Colorado, Califor- 
nio, Ohio, Mississippi. and Minnesote 
have stopped arresting people for smaking 
‘marijuana, Now it can be done in the other 
42 states and Under federal iow. 

Most stote legislatures ond the US. Con: 
gress curently have marijuana dectiminal 
‘ation proposals before them. If those of us 
who smoke morjuana toke the time to 
make our views known, these bills will poss 

‘nd the senseless arrests will stop. 

Wate the letter, The pen has power 

You don't have to smoke marijuana tc 
know thot it's today’s monjuana lows that 
ore ciminol. Let your elected representatives 
know how you feel 

JOIN NORML, Money is needed to finish 
Job once ond forall. 


WON'T YOU JOIN-US? 


NOR) 


31 YES. Here's my $15 annual membership 
fee (tents $10) Send me THE LEAFLET Spe 
Gal Reports, Acton alerts, unique product offer 
ings, 2 NORML pin and. more! 

Tim nat a joiner but here's @ contibution 
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UFOnauts _ Invade_ Tasmania! 


WELLINGTON, NEW November 1977, 
more UFO “flaps”—mass sightings—have been 
reported from New Zealand than nearly any other 
place in the world, The craft have been repeatedly 
spotted around the remote Waimate Valley by 
shepherds and picnicking townsfolk alike, and 
the sightings all have an intriguing uniformity 
about them. 

The most dramatic visitation occurred at a 
sheep farm near Gisborne last spring, A local 
farmer, awakened late at night by a clamor from 


his backyard kennel, rushed out armed with 
shotgun to see two humanoid ETs in silver suits 
carrying one of his dogs toward a saucer that had 
set down by his main paddock, The farmer fired 
and hit one of the ETs, causing them to drop the 
dog and pile back in the saucer, which took off by 
vertical ascent, The dog stowly came out of a daze 
and seemed “very disturbed” afterward. 


Later, an agent for the New Zealand A 


Phenomena Research Group (APRG) described 
the craft he saw in the same neighborhood: "It was 


blue, green and red. As T watched, it came toward 
me and emitted a blue light that hit a dead tree for 
about seven seconds. The tree lit up in all colors of 
the spectrum. The craft then moved about 50 feet 
to one side, hovered for a couple of minutes and 
swooped around the back of the hill, where it 
hovered for a while, The craft was about 30 feet 
across, 15 feet high, red on top, blue in the middle 
and green on the bottom. All the animals in the 
‘area ran to the bottom of the hill as fast as they 
could.” 

After a night sighting in Waimate, APRG 
researchers found a kidney-shaped area t 
into. hillside, the 
but the trees standing starkly, quick charred on 
the outer-bark surfaces, Subsequently a fisher- 
man off the Pimmerton coast saw a UFO that 
"scared the hell” out of him, emitting a beam of 

t gave him “a soft tingling” in the 
spotted in the woods 


sass completely scorched away 


nine inches tall, wearing 
and bright red, illuminated 
description eerily matching that of the 

isborne sheep farmer's ETs. 

Lately, Tasmania also has bey 
nighttime spottings of UFOs, with rows of bright 
orange lights, casting searchlight beams below 
them. "At nn," reports the 
Tasmanian UFO study center, “officials. believe 

t something out of this world is acting in their 
area, They base this belief not only on logic but on 
the evidence that they have accumulated. 
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USHUAIA, ARGENTINA=A war is brewing between, 
Argentina and Chile over the ownership of three 
vital islands that are considered to be “the gateway 
to the Antarctic.” Although barren and uninho: 
bited, the islands of Nueva, Picton and Lennox, 
below the Beagle Canal in Tierra del Fuego, are 
regarded with utmost importance by the two 
bordering military governments, since they repre- 
sent Argentina's access to the Pacific and Chile's 
access to the Atlantic. They would also give 
greater control over Cape Horn, the marine ga 
way to neighboring Antarctica, where both cou 
tries have maintained long and troubled border 
disputes, Beyond the nationalistic posturing, a 

dis 
Cape Horn’s stormy waters may overlie oil 


major economic reason fires this territor 
pute: 

Tension over their southern borders h 
characterized Argentinian-Chilean 
relations, although the two nations have never 
foughta war despite isolated skirmishes at the end. 
of the world, Because of Argentinian pressure, 
Chile was forced to 
southern ter 


ve up a bi 


piece of its 


ory in 1881, and the "Beagle ques 


tion” was never finally submitted to the arbit 


Polar Battle Threatens 
Over “Beagle Canal” Flap 


by Antonio Huneevs 


tion of the British Crown until 1967, When Her 
Majesty's verd ict came in favor of Chile ten years 
later, Argentina simply ignored it, beginning, 
instead an intense national campaign to claim its 


sovereignty of the bitter islands, Newspaper arti 
cles clamoring for armed conflict if new pe: 
negotiations failed, and several military dh 
strations in spots close to the Chilean borders, 
have been General Videla’s response to the British 
arbitration, And Argentina has its own Antarctic 
dispute with England over the Falkland, or Mal: 
vinas, Islands. 

Argentina's virulence came to the point of 
calling their greatest living cultural figure, writer 
Jorge Luis Borges, an ignorant traitor when he 
declared in an interview with a Chilean newspa 
per that a war beteeen both nat ld be 
utter nonsense and a crime.” Whi h stand 
against Chile has been effective in the past, it now 
Seems unlikely that, under the nationalistic rule of 
General Augusto Pinochet, intimidations will be 
enough to gain control over the three islands 
below the Beagle Canal. Not likely, when there 
might be oil in the icy water strip that separates 
the Beagle from Antarctica. 


LET THERE BE LIGHTS. 


It's about time someone got the 
picture. So here's a scientifically 
designed hydroponic unit for growing 
plants indoors that'll blow your mind. 

Finally, one that includes a com- 

pletely integrated light source. For 
$149, you can't beat it. In fact, if 
you don't agree, we'll give you 

back your bucks. No questions 
asked. 

We know you can't grow 
dynamite plants without a dyna- 
mite light source. And The 

Producer's three light sources 
insure you the optimum level 
of light-lumens for ideal 
growing. The adjustable center 
light keeps seedlings straight 
and strong. And a flat-white, 
roll-up reflective surface 
increases efficiency even 
more. Since you know what 
you grow, you don't have 
to worry about poisons on 
your plants, Or insects. 
Or rain, sleet, or snow. 
The producer only 
takes up about three 
square feet, so you can 
tuck it away in the closet. But 
most importantly, we've precalculated the full 
spectrum of light-lumens, nutrient, and irrigation for faster 
growth. You can actually get up to three full crops a year. You get step-by-step 
instructions in the Power Plant Growers Guide, too. The Producer It's hightime. 


| The Sausalito Company, PO. Box 161 0 Enclosed please find check for $149 i 
| Sausalito, CA 94965 C1 Please send more information i 
| Name Charge it on O Master Charge O Visa i 
| Address No. Expiration Date I 
| City State Zip Signature \ 
: THE PRODUCER | 
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APOGEE Ul 
From the exciting swept-back design 
to the carefully sculptured redwood 
handle, the Apogee III is an unparal- 
leled styling achievement. No other 
bong lends such an air of elegance to 
the joy of shared smoke among 
friends. The wide base and low center 
of gravity insure against accidental 
spills while the unique double- 

filtra em and comfortable 
carburetor control guarantee the 
smoothest toke from even the harsh- 
est herb. The Apogee III... when 
only the finest is good enough. 


suggested retail price $30.00 


ap -o-gee Ger? n. 1. the 
point in an orbit 
the earth. 2. the highest point. 


Apogee bongs 
In assorted colors 
At finer headshops 

everywhere. 


you everywhere 
to a concert 
away in your backpack or stashed in 
your glove compartment. Yet the 
spill-proof Apogee IV cools your 
smoke like bongs twice its size. The 
mouthpiece folds down for easy car- 
rying or swivels 360° to deliver a 
powerful hit in any position—e ven 
lying down! The Apogee IV 
the potent portable. 
suggested retail price $12.00 


arthest from 


APOGEE V 


The Apogee V displays the same ded- 
ication to quality and styling that h; 
made Apogee the Rolls Royce of bong 
technology. A tasteful blend of 
graceful beauty and functional 
simplicity from the contemporary 
plexiglass column to the solid red 
wood base, the Apogee V sets a new 
standard of excellence among 
medium-priced bongs. The 

Apogee V ... easy to clean 

delightful to smoke 

suggested retail price $12.00 


APOGEE. 


Apogee . . . the highest point. Apogee bongs take you there. 


Or send the suggested retail price (plus $2.00 postage and handling) to: 
STONE AGE TRADING COMPANY 61724 20th Street, N.W.® Washington, D.C. 200090 (202) 387-6688 


1978 Stone Age Trading Go. 


Retailer inquiries welcome. 


Monkeys Prefer Coke to 
Bananas 
‘Thre 


thesus monkeys, 
between imbibing bane 
and cocaine, opted “almost exclusivel 
‘oke over the pellets, a customarily 
preferred monkey delicacy, during an 
eight-day study at the Medical College of 
Virginia. Even when they began showing 


ven the choice 


For apes, nothing goes better than coke: 
symptoms of acute food deprivation, the 
simian snow freaks continued punching 
out coke instead of food. 

Each monkey was trained to perform a 
series of lever-pressing maneuvers to ob- 
tain the pellets and then an alternative 
series to gain an intravenous hit of pure 
coke—.3 milli ns per kilogram of body 
ht, a gencrous dose by street stat 
but not excessive. The three mor 
keys quickly took to punching out regular 
hits of coke, up to 90 doses per day. in 
preference to the bananas. While their 
normal behavior was largely unaltered, 
they quickly began to lose weight, and by 
the close of the experiment, all had devel 
oped nervous tremors. 

According to Dr. Tom Aigner, project 
director, the monkeys rapidly regained 
their appetite after the experiment ended 
and exhibited no withdrawal symptoms 
whatsoever. 
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Bottled O.J. Lacks 
Vitamin C 


Your morning orange juice may contain a 
lot less vitamin C than you think. The 
Connecticut Department of Consumer 


Protection has found that bottled orange 
juice loses 2 percent of ils vitamin C 
content each day it remains on supermar- 
ket shelves. 

‘The consumer agency says most vita- 
min C loss occurs in juice that has been 
mixed from concentrate at a processing 
plant and marketed as a liquid. The prob- 
lem is that vitamin C breaks down in the 
presence of oxygon, and bottled juic 
stand on grocery shelves for we 
sh-squeezed orange juice and frozen 
trate showed very little loss of 
¢ acid if drunk promptly. 


may 


Cure for Herpes 
in the Works? 


Researchers at the British headquarters of 
Burroughs-Wellcome, Ltd., in Research 
Triangle Park, North Carolina, have re- 
portedly developed a drug to treat herpes 
implex II, a painful venereal disease that 
afflicts over 300,000 victims in the U.S. 
alone. Heretofore, no treatment a 
herpes (a noncellular microorganism 
larger than a human ovum) has been 
significantly successful, and the disease 
can be transmitted to unborn children. 
The new herpes drug, acycloguanosine, is 
being tested on humans in Europe and 
Am 


Ovulation Improves 
Visi 
A woman's vision improves on the day 


she ovulates, according to Dr, William 
Dawson, professor of ophthalmology at 


De William Dawson, 


orida, Dawson tested 


the University of F 
seven women with normal sight and r 


ular menstrual cycles and found thei 
“ability to detect light actually increased 
from two to three times greater than 
normal on that particular day.” Dawson 
reports it is the ability to perceive illu- 
minated objects, as opposed to sharpness 
of vision, that ovulation affects. 


STOP 


DON’T GET RIPPED OFF AGAIN! 
The first proven marijuana tester is hero! 
‘So stop guessing. Know what your buying, 
before you lay the money down. 


TO OPERATE: 
JUST PRESS YOUR 
BUD DOWN ON THE 
TEST PROBES, FLIP 
A SWITCH AND YOU. 
GET IMMEDIATE 
READ / OUT ON 
POTENCY OF HERB 
FULLY PORTABLE (5" Lx 3%" Wx 1%" HD 
PERFECT FOR TRAVELING WHEN YOU 
DON'T KNOW WHO YOUR DEALING WITH 
YOU CANT AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT 
IT. YOUR DELTA 9 WILL PAY FOR IT- 
SELF MANY TIMES OVER. 
ONE YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY. JUST 
SEND $22.95 FOR YOUR DELTA 9 WITH 
COMPLETE INSTRUCTIONS, THIS INCLUDES 
POSTAGE, 
‘A GREAT GIFT FOR THE PERSON ON THE 
MOVE. 
FOR FAST DELIVERY SEND MONEY ORDER. 
ALLOW 4 - 6 WEEKS FOR PERSONAL CHECK. 


DELTA IK 


Name 
Address 


city ___state Zip 
‘send to FISHER PRODUCTS 
P.O. Box 4096 - Pensacola, Florida 32507 


TOULICAN Wrap Sweater 


These sweaters are hand knitted 
by the Sierra Madre Indians of 
Old Mexico. 100% WOOL with 
no dyes. Choose either dark or 
light earthtones. Sizes S,M,L,. 
Special, || order Price $37.50 
plus $2.50 Ship- 

ping Catalog 

50° or Free 

wiorder. Call 

504-947-1106. 


pletz imports 
5952 magazine st./p.o. box 15240 
mew orleans, lo. 70115 
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When you buy NORML products, 
you're part of the fight to change the 
marijuana laws. All sales proceeds 
help fund NORML's vital state and 
national programs 


Send today for your NORML products 
and turn your dollars into action! 


And join NORML. It's your best show of 
support. 


Choice of 


oe Redland aren NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR THE 
$5.00 Soa REFORM OF MARIJUANA LAWS 


Deluxe cream colored cotton $9.00 
ORDER FORM 


NORML MATCHES 1 
LEAF PI 


UBERATE PIN 


NORML STICKERS 
The new American olive branch _ Silver with green background $1.25 jasc LS dl 
TOTAL ORDER 


OER ssan0 $50 
Beret 


‘TOTAL ENCLOSED| 


‘SEND YOUR ORDER To: 


NORML, 2317 M Street NW. 
Washington, 0.C. 20037 


A NONPROFIT 
PUBLIC INTEREST GROUP 


NAME, 


STREET 


Fa 
PLEASE PRINT 


50 super sized matches to a box 
$3.50 a box 2 for $6.00 Black on silver mylar 2/$1 


First Dope Extradition 
to Canada 


In the first extradition ever obtained by 
Canadian authorities in a dope case, an 
alleged international hash-syndicate boss 
was deported from Belgium to Canada to 
face federal dope charges, Royal Canad 
an Mounted Police and Peel Regional 
narcs broke up the ring after some 1,147 
pounds of Charas hash had been moved 
into the country tucked inside bolts of fine 
Madras fabrics. Gurdev Sangha, an Ind 
an who allegedly coordinated the op 
tion, was nailed by Belgian cops on the 
Luxembourg border. Currently being held 
in Toronto, Gurdev had been living in 
Belgium on the proceeds from hotels he 
owns in Brussels and Amsterdam, 


FS. Cunaquist 


The Moctezuma, busted 80 mil 


Court Stretches 12-Mile 
Bust Limit 


In Miami recently, the Drug Enforcement 
Administration gained a critical legal 
precedent for its project to eliminate the 
traditional 12-mile maritime dope-bust 
limit: a U.S. District Court judge in Florida 
convicted the captain of a Colombian 
mother ship for possession of 57 tons with 
intent to import it, even though the 
freighter had been seized 80 miles off the 
US. coast. 

As recounted in the July 1978 High 
the nares busted the 110-foot Moc: 
she was anchored to a reef by 
ntanilla Light, 80 miles east of Miami. 
The ship's captain, Vanderbilt Bowie- 
Davis of Colombia, was busted along with 
adozen crew members. 

USS. magistrate Patricia Kyle promptly 
dismissed the charges: “We can't bust 
them when they're outside the 12-mile 
limit,” she said. However, the prosecutors 
managed to get a new indictment against 
the men from a West Palm Beach grand 
jury; and though this was also thrown out 


offshore. 


by U.S. magistrate Peter Palermo, he was 
overruled by U.S. District Court judge 
Clyde Atkins, who heard the 
If Judge Atkins’s ruling is upheld upon 
appeal, it will give American drug offi- 
als the right to stop and board vessels of 
all nationalities, everywhere in the world, 
However, if such a policy is adopte 
retaliation on U.S. ships by countries 
Colombia should be rapidly forthcoming 
As federal legal-aid attorney Laura Snow 
put it in defense of the Moctezuma’s crew: 
“These people... are here today because 
some DEA agents said: ‘We think you 
were going to the United States, and we 
think you were going to bring that ma 
juana into the United States.” We don't 
want to tell the world that a good, educat- 
ed guess is the rule of international law. 


Rule Cops Not 
“Dope Experts” 


The Illinois supreme court recently over- 
turned a pot conviction on the grounds 
the police officer who 
witness” in the ca 
expert” at identifying botai 
cal material, there was no solid indication 
that the defendant had really been in 
possession of marijuana. 

‘The witness, Deputy 
rico, formally identified some alleged 
marijuana in the evidence bin at the 
Lawrenceville, Indiana, City Hall the di 
before the possession trial of a local man 
began. In his four years on the county 
force, Garrico had handled 40 gra $ 


riff Billy Car- 


and felt fully qualified to run this lot 
test 


through something called a “narc 
kit" provided by state police, On the 
the next day as an “expert witn 
dope forensics, however, Ci 
petence to identify Cannabis sativa was 
challenged by the defe 
the ability of the tes 
guish marijuana from, for exa - 
ano. As a result, all references to Carrico’s 
test and most of his on-stand testimony 
was excised from the trial transcript by 
the judge’s order. Thus, while a convic 
obtained in the Lawrenceville court, 
upreme court found reason to 


endants convicted in 
Carrico’s 40 previous pot cases are inves- 
tigaling the possibilities of having those 
busts reviewed. 

‘The defense tactic of challenging pros- 
on forensic witnesses in dope cases, 
ly unheard of, has proven quite 
promising in recent years. Most of these 
“experts” are just police-lab cops or local 
chemists, who don't really have the com- 
petence or the equipment necessary to 
usively determine the identity of 
coke, acid, etc. Persons who get 
busted in such cases should seriously 
discuss this tactic with their lawyers; and 
people who have already been convicted 
for dope might it as a possible 
means to obtain reversal on appe: 


BUSINESSMEN: 
TAKE NOTICE! 


HEAD SHOP PARAPHERNALIA 
‘SERVICE ANYWHERE! 


% 


DISTRIBUTORS OF PIPES, PAPERS, 
CLIPS, BONGS, SCALES, INCENSE, 

E., ALL HEAD GEAR! JEWELRY, 
POSTERS, BLACK PSYCHEDELIC & 
STROBE LIGHTS, PRINTED T-SHIRTS, 
WATER BEDS. 


fxpand those with ideas 
Weare also ruckvan jobbersthnu-out NC, S.C, and 
Southeast 


\F-YOU FEEL THAT WE CAN DO BUSINESS TO- 
GETHER, SEND $200 CHECK OR MO. FOR 200, 
PAGE COMPLETE WHOLESALE CATALOGUE, 
OTHERWISE WE SEND C.0.D. OUR WHOLESALE, 
‘CATALOGUES ARE ONLY FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE. 
IN BUSINESS NOW OR WHO INTEND TO BE 


INFINITY'S END, INC., 


FRANK J. PIETRAS, PRES. 
‘8430 MONROE RD, 
(CHARLOTTE, N.C. 28212 
) 536-7451 
IN US. TOLL FREE 
1-900-438-5160 
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Check G Money Ordero For: 
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In Canada: 
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_.. Fhe CC600 and why 
it’s your absolute privacy. 


No single system can provide absolute telephone security. So we designed the 
CC600 to be more than a single system. By combining four distinct security features, 
the CC600 actually becomes its own back-up. Which means stronger defense in even the 
tightest security situations and a telephone virtually impenetratable to eavesdropping 


Code Phone Scrambler 
Makes your conversation indecipher 
able t outside listeners. Only your 
legitimate party knows the code only 
he receives clear, coherent speech by 
‘operating his matching unt 


Balance Voltage Meter 
Determines that line voltage has 
been balanced t its proper level for 
the ultimate telephone security 


Sturdy Attache C: 
Resists shock at 


al systema in one lightvcghe. 
Portable package 


Line Voltage Meter 
Tests you lin for certain voltage Telephone Monitor 
Changes whch olen dee a furthers of ap 
being installed and possibly, the 
ienety of your enemies Used wpe 
rately supplies permanent proof of 
important telephone agreements. 


ually every known 
sne compromise. De 
ind feed your eaves 
te misinformation 


For further information on ¢ 
and our complete line of security 
and counter surveillance equipment. 
contact Jay Lester in New York 
oor Robert Turner in Washington, D.C 
Or simply fillin and mail the coupon below 


Telephone Set 

conventional telephone 

unit. So even pay phones, hote 

phones, and mobile phones can be se 
cure against eavesdroppers 


Replace 


Telephone Tap Alert 


Provides 24 hour surveillance ag 


COMMUNICATION CONTROL 
SYSTEMS, INC. 
605 Third Avenue, New York 10016 


wiretaps at 
bugs If activ 


lephone operated 


warning signal remains intact for con 
uous and automatic protection, Please send me more information on the Secure 
Communication Control Center CC600 
COMMUNICATION CONTROL SYSTEMS, INC 
605 Third Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016 / (212) 682-4731 —— = 
3507 R Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20007 / (202) 659-3432 State Zip 
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Vive Plastic 
Bertrand! 


Plastic Bertrand’s Ca Plane Pour Moi 
(Sire SRK 6061) is the greatest thing to 
come out of Belgium since waffles. Plastic 
Bertrand plays World's Fair music, sort of 
punk Muzak topped off with vocals in 
half-spoken French slang. The combina: 
tion worked big on his smash American 
single “Ca Plane Pour Moi,” which means 
cither “This life's for me” or “Are you new 
in town, sailor?” The song is a one-note 


obo 


tic Bertrand: this man’s for 


send-up of Roxy Music and the Beach 
Boys that ended up as a huge international 
hit 

And the album, at last available here in 
the States, doesn’t disappoint in the least 
There are songs about little trains, about 
dogs ("I'm a dog, you are a dog, everybody 
is a dog, woof woof") and a hot rej 
number, “Dance, Dance,” wherein Ber- 
trand quotes Shakespeare, all in French of 
course. The resultant effect is of listening 
to Freddie Cannon if Palisades Park were 
in Marseilles. 

But why quibble? Punk rock never 
depended on the comprehension of its 
lyrics for its impact, and hearing these 
songs in French is like reading the Dead 
Sea Scrolls for most of us who reside west 
of France and south of Montreal. Plastic is 
cool, you can pogo to him. Viva Bertrand! 
Chacun a son gout! Apres lui, le deluge! 
And if they don't like it, let ‘em eat Meat 
Loal. —Hatso Sloman 


The Plastic People’s determined resistance to 
oppression has been the magnetic core 
of Czechoslovakia’s “Second Culture.” 


"Are we not men? We are Plastic People! 


Banned by the KGB 


Egon Bondy’s Happy Hearts Club Banned, by the Plastic People of the Universe. is, 
simultaneously an historical document and a political act as well as a musical 
enterprise 

Despite the title, this is not a funny record. You will not (unless given to the 
ecstatic, freeform, dervishlike styles of the San Francisco psychedelic era) dance to 
il. For sure, there will be no disco version. The musicians whose work it is have been 
intermittently jailed and persistently harassed by the authorities of their native 

nslovakia since the group’s founding ten years ago amid the rubble of 
Alexander Dubcek’s ill-fated attempt to construct “socialism with a 
human face,” an endeavor that crashed to earth at the appearance of Soviet tanks in 
Prague in August 1968, Plasti¢ People of the Universe was born into a land in the grip 
of a foreign army of occupation. 

The Russians have since withdrawn, but Plastic People have fared no better under 
the puppet regimes that have ruled in their wake. Since the early ‘70s the group has 
been denied a professional musician's license, Playing as amateurs, they were 
nevertheless threatened with the charge of “illegal earning.” Their final resort has 
been the development of a secretive underground, playing at private gatherings or as 
guests of legally sanctioned bands, This determined resistance has been the 
magnetic core of Czechoslovakia's “Second Culture.” a semiclandestine network of 
, intellectuals and their followers. Yet as recently as May 1978, 

. 's artistic director, Ivan Jirous, was sentenced to 18 months for 
“disturbing public order,” and several members of the group were placed in 
“preventive detention” during Brezhnev's visit to Prague last spring, 

Understandably, the album, notwithstanding a certain unclercurrent of sly humor, 
is rather grim. The lyrics (sung in Czech with English translations on the album 
sleeve), the work of Czech pct Egon Bondy, are obsessively concerned with illness 
(titles like “Toxica,” “Constipation,” and verses like “Today when one is 20./He 
would vomit with repulsion,/But those of 40 even more./Would puke in sheer 
revulsion”) and with futility—songs like “No One” or “Look at You, All Sound 
Asleep” ("And it’s never dawned on you that life,/Is more than just subjective 
pain”) 


(continued on page 123) 
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ANCIENT INCA 
SECRETS 
REVEALED 


From the mystical coca plant of Peru 
comes a powerful derivative legally available 
to the American public. 


You now have the opportunity to enjoy an 
exotic stimulant once reserved only for the 


Inca royalty. 

This once closely guarded secret of util- 
izing swarms of worker bees to collect the 
coca plant's most energizing substance, its 
reproductive pollen, has been recently re- 
discovered by scientists studying the coca 
plantations of the Tingo Maria region of Peru. 

The use of this powerful granulated sub- 
stance has not yet been prohibited within the 
United States. To experience an exhilarating 
consciousness once only known to Inca 
kings, send $14.95 in check or money order 
‘to: 


Pollen Industries 
2825 Oak Ave., Suite 11 
‘Coconut Grove, Fla. 33133 


COCA POLLEN i now avatate 
‘Sree ask. $85:00 fora 0 
future price of this stimulating poten wil not remain the same. 
Enclosed is my money order fr © $18.95 

525.0. 
Without deny pease rush tome ez 

25¥ of Coca Poten 


Signature 
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posters from the “High Times Archives.” All posters are 20” x 26’ 


the public. Select your favorites from the first series of gallery-quality 
color reproductions ready for mounting or framing. 


Byrne has simplified far enough out of his 
art-school intellectuality (Piaget structuralism) 
to hitch a ride on the punk craze. 


‘The music is rigorous and compelling. 
The rhythm section of bassist Milan 
Hlavsa and drummer Jaroslav Vozniak 
produces a ponderous, ominous sound— 
subaquatic somehow-—that lurks and 
falters and, verging on collapse, abruptly 
shifts signatures. Vratislav Brabenec 
plays absolutely impassioned saxophone, 
mad wailing equal to anything in current 
Western jazz or rock. Jiri Kabes’s viola is 
haunting and understated, and lead gui- 
tarist Josef Janicek plays with a scathing 
anguish the likes of which has not been 
heard since the death of Jimi Hendrix. 

Easy listening it is not, but it is rock 'n’ 
roll with the dimensions of tragedy. Rock 
musicians here like to pride themselves 
on their reputation as rebels, but how 
many of them could match Plastic Peo- 
ple's fortitude? Hopefully, our govern- 
ment will see fit to make Plastic People 
accessible to the American public without 
delay. —Steve Ellman 


The Diadem 
of Pop Culture 


Now I know what it is about Talking 
Heads that sets them apart from every 
other act on earth: evolution. Their deal 
with commerce has a proviso that says 
they get to evolve. They held out for 
equity in management, and they've held 
out for artistic values in commercial art 

Now, in their second album, More 
Songs About Buildings and Food (Sire 
SRK 6058), this time produced by Brian 
Eno and themselves, Talking Heads have 
put into production values the absolute 
magic that the inspirational values of 
David Byrne's primitivism provided for 
those of us lucky enough to be into CBGB 
when the original Heads were breaking 
live. 

David plays the weirdo very well, and 
he’s genuinely shy for all that, but he's 
always known the way the game would 
be played. He simplified far enough out of 
his art-school intellectuality (Piaget 
Structuralism, actually) to hitch a ride on 
the punk craze, though he would never 
accept that category as the price of the 
ride. 

No matter, he survived punk, and Talk- 
ing Heads are going to survive us all. Now 
Iknow why they didn’t like it when I used 
to compare them to the Beatles, even 
before they had a disk to their name; the 
Beatles, compared to this fully evolved 
form of modern-poetry art music (and in 
light of Stigwood's Sgt. Pepper), are the 
Stone Age. Talking Heads means mi 


in for higher times. They have come 


further in two albums than Bowie has in 
ten. At this rate, by their third, make it 
fourth album, even Mozart and DiMaggio 
will not be safe. Hats off to Talking 
Heads, the diadem of pop culture. Avail- 
able at record stores everywhere for the 
price of a movie and a burger. 


Michael Newman 
Rock and 
Roll Warriors 


In England, the Clash are as popular as 
Aerosmith; they are being hailed as the 
next Sex Pistols. But the U.S. hasn't heard 
much of them except through limited 
import copies of their first album, which 
was too politically heavy and audially 
raw for CBS to release in the States. “All 
the power is in the hands/Of people rich 
enough to buy it,” they sang in the first 
album's “White Riot,” and “I don't wanna 
hear about what the rich are doing/They 
think they're so clever, they think they're 
so right/But the truth is only known by 
gutter snipes” in the same album's 
“Garageland.” 

‘To protect their investment and make 


Mick Rock 


To order, use this coupon 
or facsimile. 

Mail to: 

£-Z WIDER 

PIPE SYSTEM 

P.O, BOX 1785 

GRAND CENTRAL STATION 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10017 
Please send me _ pipe 
systems with cartridge and 
menthol flavor refill at $14.95, 
plus $2.00 postage and 
handling. | enclose full pay- 
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instyle with this elegant clip or spoon. 
The stone is black onyx, and both are 
available in either solid 14K gold or 
Sterling silver. It's part of our 
unique collection of treasures 
chosen to enhance your 

mellow lifestyle. Everything 
imaginable for toking and 

tooting with extraordinary 

pipes, clips, cases, straws, 

spoons and much more—all 

in time for the Holidays 
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HIGH TIMES BACK ISSUES 


Your frst date, your frst hit of Colombian gold, your first copy of High Times. Some things in life are 
sacred. 

Here's your opportunity to reach into our treasure trove ofthe past and receive priceless isues of 
‘High Times to savor again and again. On long winter evenings. On lazy summer aftemoons. They re 
‘only $2 each plus 50e postage and handling (check or money order. please). Now's the time to fil out 
{our collectionbefoe the chance fs gone forever 
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118: Rasta Regu Special—Buying judnes—Paul Bowls on Kif—Tom Robbin’ Even Cowgirls Get the 
Blis-Michael Stepanian, Dope Lawyer 
214: Lenny Bruce's Harned Pot DookDeath of Vaugho Bale, Cartoon 
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US. Government Pot Farm by Anthony Haten-Cuest~Smugger Interview 
Yorks, Classc~ Prank Cosel 
16: Blockage Runnersby A 
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#17, LSD Splcial-Bicentennial Tips—Medhval Tripping Pl 
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{#33 Interview: Unknown Comic-Andy Warhol on Fast Living-Dyla’s Movie by AJ. Weberman— 
Poems on Sex and Din by Lou ReedPunk London -Pasolini by Pati Smith-Royal Nepalese Hash 
‘#94: Inside the Sex Patols Tour—The Hollywood Rat Pack-Giue Confesions—Worlds Fastest 


‘Women-The Selling ofthe 'sInterview with De, Vera Rubin 
£235: The Violen! History of Hashshin Poiis-Interview with L 
the Road by Spain-AleisterC 

Noriad Magazine 

#96: Atomic Disasters by Harvey Wasserman High Times Guide to Power-Smoke-in Roundup 
terview with Fran Lebowite, America’s Funniest Woman 


rine Newman—When Harley Ruled 
le. Beat 865—The Art of Tasting Colombian Smoke—Sneak Preview 


While the Sex Pistols sang “No Future,” the Clash 
sing that the rotten world can still be changed 
with mst revolutionaries = wild in the streets. 
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‘sure this second Clash album would be 
commercially acceptable in the ‘CBS 
flew producer Sandy Pearlman (Blue 
Oyster Cult, Dictators) to England for 
some swanky Yankee know-how. Prior 
supervision prevents subsequent repres- 
sion. The new album, Complete Control 
439), is great, and the Clash 
ined their basic integrity. The 
only change is that they're playing bigger, 
heavier chords. 

‘The first two songs on the album are 
about terrorism: “Tommy Gun.” about the 
PLO, complete with staccato drum rolls 
like Kiss did in “Love Gun; and “Guns on 
the Roof,” a hard-rockin’ song about 
armed urban guerrillas. The next two cuts 
are dope songs: “Julie's in the Drug 
Squad.” about the recent massive Opera- 
tion Julie acid bust, done with a touch of 
New Orleans flavor, sounding like Huey 
Piano Smith's stuff; and “Drug Stabbin’ 
Time," about another dope bust, a hot 
rocker that ends with an incredible Wil- 
son Pickett rap. 
afe European Home,” about when 
the band was down in Jamaica, includes 
the line “Every white face is an invitation 
to robbery” and has a kind of fast reggae 
dub ending. They also do a slight! 
speeded-up reggae version of their current 
single, “White Man in Hammersmith 
Palais,” which is a glimpse of black cul- 
ture in England from the point of view of 
a hip white kid who wanders down from 
the Odeon to the Palais, a mecca (bingo) 
place. 

The album's social-commentary songs 
include “Last Gang in Town,” a Cajun 
fiddle number with a heavy beat about 
the rise of the nouveau ‘Teds and the 
nouveau skinheads, and “Groovy Times 
Are Here Again,” a down-tempo rocker. 
“The ish Civil War” is a really brutal 


ley. based on “When 
Johnny Comes Marching Home.” 

While the Sex Pistols sang "No Futu 
the Clash sing that there is a future, that 
the rotten world can still be changed with 
enough dope-smoking revolutionari 
going wild in the 


—Miles and Howie Klein 


Coltrane 


It's been more than a decade since the 
passing of ‘Trane. In his lifetime he 
changed the course of modern jazz, taking 
it from smoke-filled clubs and speakea- 
(0 the farthest reaches of inner and 
outer consciousness. When he died, there 
was much material that had been record- 
ed but never released. In the past year, 
producer Michael Cuscuna, a man with 
impeccable jazz credentials, has been 
going through the Impulse vaults, remix- 
ing and reissuing some of the best 
material. 

First Meditations for Quartet (Impulse 
AS9332) is a five-part suite recorded in 
September 65, a few months before the 
better known version (with Pharaoh 
Sanders and Rashied al Ali) was c 

The Mastery of John Coltrane series, 
two double albums that contain some of 
his most important unknown material, 
shows a new and fairly unknown side of 
Coltrane's genius. Vol I: Feeling Good 
(Impulse 129235) was done with the clas- 
sic quartet of Elvin Jones, Jimmy Garrison 
and McCoy Tyner. At the time they went 
down, Coltrane had practically moved 
into the Rudy Van Gelder recording stu- 
dios, cutting an incredible five sessions in 
weeks-eight compositions, including 
“Living S| "Joy" (from the “Medita- 


THE ORIGINAL SEED INCUBATOR! 


Help seeds get the right stort! 
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Incubate up to 200 seeds ara time 
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“Tough, ton and silky.” 
HIGH TIMES} 


100% 


Cannabis paper made| 
from a select blend of plants 
from our plantations in Turkey, 
Pakistan and India. 

Available at fine shops, or write} 
Highway Imports NY NY 10012 
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Ae Sure, its easy to close 
3 f yourself off to experience, 


cover up. withdraw from 


life. Safe. 
ly nor, But I choose life. | want 


e fal toopen up to slants 
- ds, tastes, . 
if | know what ais.so2555 
lf to di eee 
I'm doing. ON cst ats tee 
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who doesn't. 

But | also want to know 
what I'm doing. Really, I'm 
no fool. | want to know 
what it means...and all 
that. All the dope on dope, 
man. 

For the first and last 
word on recreational 
drugs — | turn to my 
HIGH TIMES ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF RECREATIONAL DRUGS. 
Everything | want to know 
about grass, coke, hash, 
psychedelics, pills. Hundreds 
of amazing photos, illustra- 
tions, maps. Short and long 
term effects. Cooking with 
dope. A complete survey of 
laws and border regulations. 

Colorful and informative, 
The HIGH TIMES ENCYCLOPEDIA 
is fun to read... or browse. 
It’s written by experts — 
doctors, scientists, scholars. 
It tells you all about what's 
good and what isn't. Herbal 
highs. Growing your own. 
The truth about sex, drugs, 
aphrodisiacs. Drug users’ 
rights — a handbook for 
mind expansion. Fascinating 
and factual. A real buy for 
a lot of useful fun. 

And that's why I'm crazy 
about this book. | take it 
‘everywhere. 

It really does have all the 
dope on dope. 


512 pages, 600 illustrations, 
32 pages full color. Paperback, 
$9.95; also in hardcover. 
$17.95. At your bookstore or 
order by mail today. 

From STONEHILL. 


meee eee ee 
Yes ! | want the HIGH TIMES, 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RECREATIONAL DRUGS. 
I'm enclosing my check___ or 

money order___ for $ 

tor___ copies at $9.95 each plus 

$1 postage & handling. (New York 

residents add 8% sales tax.) 


Name 
Aaaress, 

city ‘State Zip 

High Times Book Dept. 

P.O. Box 386, Cooper Station 

N.Y., N.Y. 10003 

Payable in U.S. funds 


tion Suite"), “ ] z 
ute live session of "My Favorite Things.” S. Sigh THROW YouR oLD eecerts Sy 
Vol. Il: To The Beat of a Diff . “ROE BUCKLE AWAY! (__ Wags Yn is 00 
(Impulse 129940) replaced El es ww Oey QS ‘ 
with Roy H who r ‘When I apr Mes Za 
worked with "Trane, the intensity was so hs 
high, it stayed high, so I stayed with the | @.GU<® 
intensity. When I was with him, I didn't Ww 
want to let him down. I wanted to keep | we 
him inspired H ae | 
e material on this second volume 

includes sessions from "63, '65, and from Rates 
Newport. —— PERFECT __ 

The "Trane may have pulled out of this GIFT 
station, but his music lingers on. y WAN 


—Charlie Frick 
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Guitar Monsters 


MAIL YOUR CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 24 KARAT PRODUCTS P.0. BOX 490 PARKCHESTER STATION 
When the two greatest living masters of 


THE BRONX, NEW YORK 10462 
the craft of the electric guitar get together 


‘PEO OUANTITV AND OESGN 
—SIVERTONE_BAMBU 4g, 
for a session, all that can come of it is 
juch was the case when 


——_ARRER LEA 

24 GO0D__auau 
er of thousands of mail- 

order-trained lead-guitar pickers, joined 


—ie (ge 
| AM ENCUOSING ¢__WHICH INCLUDES sa 
POSTAGE & HANDUNG FOR EACH BUCKLE ORDERED 


forces with Les Paul, the man who in- a 
spired 50 years of up-and-coming guitar 
P u if she CITY, STATE, ZIP. 


cats and redesigned the shape and eli 


tronics of the electric guitar into what it is Ra hae 


Goodnight, Chet! Goodnight, L 


today. (Gibson even named their most 
popular rock axe after him.) It is rumored 
that Paul has countless patents, ideas and 
blueprints for future technological ad- 
vances in guitar design stashed away in 
the safe in his New Jersey home. These 
grandfathers of electric rock music play 
faster, cleaner and with more authority 
than any of the Johnny-come-lately 
players half their age. 

‘The two men met in Nashville for a HANDETCHED INTO HEAVY PLATE MIRROR 
session with some of Music City's best 
studio talent. On Guitar Monsters, (RCA SITTING HANDSOMELY ON A FINE CRAFTED 
APL2786), they skate effortlessly through HAWAIIAN HARDWOOD BOX. 
a collection of standard instrumental ma- WITH? 3VIALS, BLADE 
terial that connects the musical deci WN. ACTUAL ‘SIZE: Bu7ad" + 


. Mie MAIL BELIVERY. 
from when Les started pick CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO 
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Neptune (27 B.C. - 395 A.D.) 
Roman God of the Sea 
5856 


The historical background of each 
piece makes them conversation 
pieces as well as consumer 
collectibles. Displayed together, 
these pieces create an atmosphere 
unique to this industry. 
Handcrafted by Nabco, using the 
highest quality “Easy Kleen 
Ceramics”™, each bong is 
individually boxed with one hit 
bowl, wood party bowl and screen. 
Historical background information 
is included with each bong. 


Ishtar (2800 B.C. 
Babylonian Goddess of Love 


Statuette bongs by Nabco 


Thesejntimate stataettes recreate a 
period in Greek art and history. 
Each bong is created in the likeness 
of a mythological figure. 


1500 A.D.) Ganumede (2000 B.C. 


5857 


Statuette bongs by Nabco, available 
from your favorite retailer, or use 
this handy mail order coupon. 

Mail Wo: Dukes Mail Order 


P.O. Bos 44] 
Bloumticld Hills, ML48013 
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8700 Capital » Oak Park, MI 48237 
(313) 541-1140 
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full color Buyers Guide 
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Cherub Cup Bearer to the Gods 


Dukes Consumer Guarantee 


100 A.D.) Mercury (27 B.C. - 395 A.D.) 


‘The Divine Messenger 
5855 


If you are not completely satisfied for any reason, 
simply send unused portion with your n. 

and proof of purchase price to us and we 

a full refund, 


SGerikenei: Paes enline ih olives bore 
GNeptune 5856 $ 
(Dlshtar 5854 516.001 
[Ganymede 5857$19.00Ea, 
Mercury 58555 16.00/Ea. 


Please add $1.50 for postage and handling 
for each bong. Michigan residents add 4% sales t 
Tam enclosing my check or money order for 


the album's showe It Don't Mean a 
Thing If It Ain't Got That Swing.” they 
trade licks clean and smooth as Tennesse 

moonshine with effortless ease and grace. 
A flawless sound with the sophistication 
and class of the hottest hands ever to hold 
a guitar. —Charlie Frick 


Real to Reel 


In jazz. it's the sax, in rock it's the electric 
guitar, but in that contradiction in terms 
called “modern classical” the main in- 
strument is the tape recorder. Elsewht 
it’s used as a mirror, and its service as 
mimic is reflected in the quest for fidelity. 
But to the composer the tape machine 
means, for the first time in the history of 


american 
contemporary 


Electronic musique concrete 


music, the ability to shape sound beyond 
the limits of humanity's own voices, re- 
flexes and handmade instruments. 

Tapeheads have developed a dazzling 
array of musique concréte techniques that 
pate an entire bizarre sonata out of, 
ay, a recorded flushing toilet or 
dropping pin, Now that these methods 
have been explored for some decades, 
there are more and more attempts to unite 
the human and the electronic, to fuse the 
real to the reel, so to speak. Players and 
Tape: Music by Trythall, Hudson and 
McClellan (Composers Recordings, Inc. 
SD382, 170 West 74 Street, New York, N.Y. 
10023) collects four such attempts, but the 
two by Richard Trythall stand out as 
easily the most successful. 

In “Variations on a Theme by Haydn,” 
a woodwind quintet and a tape deck find 
happiness by dissecting part of Haydn's 
Divertimento No. 1 and reassembling it 
into a new creation unified by the bits of 
classical harmony that escaped destruc- 
tion, Trythall plays the same tape games 
without human performers in the “Omag- 
gio a Jerry Lee Lewis,” dedicated to his 
1957 Knoxville, Tennessee, high-school 
graduating class. The reconstruction lifts 
“Whole Lotta Shakin’ Goin’ On” to an 
ever higher level of electricity. Sparks fly, 
the hum in the amps becomes a UFO's 
lift-off, the guitar twang remains as a 
reference point, and Jerry Lee's disem- 
bodied, reverbed voice becomes a divine 
injunction to “wiggle it around.” 

—Gary Stimeling @ 
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igh Times 
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body. Test ofall, the High Times Teshirt refuses (o 
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Take the High Times T-shirt (6 your 
Society bash, and you'll never be wanting 

for good company. Only $5 cach. 
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: _ PRESSED ON RED VINYL! 
ANewHendrix Album 

Introducing a Special Collector's Edition 
of All New, Never Before Released, 
Live Hendrix! Here's Jimi like you've never 
heard him before, with raunchy guitar riffs 
and provocative lyrics. 
In fact, this album may just shock the hell 
out of you, but you'll love every minute of it! 
Here's Ji , live ‘n dirty... 


Available now at your favorite record store 
on Nutmeg Records & Tapes 


NATIONALLY DISTRIBUTED BY 
SPRINGBOARD INTERNATIONAL RECORDS. 


RAHWAY,N. J. HOLLYWOOD, CAL. 
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for delivery 
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19-inch Journalism 


TV GUIDE: The First 25 Years, e 
Jay S. Harris (New York: Simon and 
Schuster, $14.95). 


‘The highest praise that can be given to this 
book is that I thought of it myself, about 
two years ago, and even considered writ- 
ing a letter to Walter Annenberg, publish- 
er of TV Guide, to see if I could land a job 
compiling it for him. Only difference was, 
my idea was just to reproduce hundreds 
of pages of program listings. This is not 
the format followed here. What we have 
instead are some 40 or 50 articles culled 
from the editorial pages of TV Guide over 
a quarter of a century, some of them quite 
interesting, others not, but withal exuding 
a sort of stupid but basically OK intelli- 
gence that is sure to give cheer to those of 
us who read TV Guide all the time just to 
prove we're not pseuds and trendies. 
‘There are plenty of photographs and 
some 500 TV Guide covers reproduced in 
full color. We see Ralph Edwards, Desi 
Arnaz Jr. as an infant, Queen Elizabeth I, 
Perry Como, J. Fred Muggs, Dave Gar- 
roway, Mason Reese and Bob Dylan as 
they were immortalized at the times of 
their maximum influence on the broadest 
possible audiences. The book's greatest 
shortcoming is that itis edited to appeal to 
the lowest common, or least cool, denom- 
inator; therefore those essays of shim- 
mering, incadescent stupidity on the 
charms of “Gilligan's Island” and “I 


| TV 


im GUIDE 


THE WORLD ALMANAG BOOK OF 
THE STRANGE, by the editors of the 
World Almanac (New York: Signet/New 
American Library, paperback, $2.50). 
This is a lovely and wonderful thing, to 
have all this outré material together in one 
volume at last, amply explicated in sober, 
literate, professional prose, with illustra- 
tions and bibliographies. Puzzle and pon- 
der no more, O ye secke 
Here it is, every conceiv: 
subtext of it: black holes, big t 
cults, Kirlian photography, N 
Aleister Crowley, Nazca, Tiahuanaco, the 
entire Easter Island alphabet, the True 
Shroud, the Sasquatch, divination by en- 
trails (in a “how-to” format), tarot cards, 
all the way down to killer bees and 
jellyfish nettle cells 

Allantis you'll find in the “Myths and 
Legends" category between the ten lost 
ycanthropy, while the 
Bermuda Triangle follows the Piltdown 
in “Hoaxes and Forgeries.” This may 
, wound the feelings of true believers, 
but then, in covering Scientology, the 
editors are very careful not to be properly 
condemnatory. The UFO section is prob- 
ably the most all-inclusive and responsi 
ble survey ever compiled on the 
phenomenon, and the references and bil 
liography make it invaluable to an’ 
serious researcher, 


Piri Reis map: Antarctica as the ancient 
Greeks imagined it, 


There's even a slice of very appetizing 
cheesecake in the Wicca entry: a photo of 
a leggy blond enchantress “calling down 
the moon” with a ceremonial dagger. As 
old Ectoplasm Breath himself might put it 
Everything you ever wanted to know 
about weird shit is in this book! 

—Dean Latimer 


Essays on the charms of “Gilligan’s Island” go 
unreprinted in favor of self-congratulatory gunk 
nent TV’s own sensitive coverage of Apollo landings. 


Dream of Jeannie” have gone unreprinted 
in favor of TV's self-congratulatory gunk 
anent its own allegedly profound and 
emotionally sensitive coverage of the 
Kennedy assassination, the Apollo land- 
ing, etc. 

‘The most glaring omission is of an 
article, seen mentioned on the cover of a 
TV Guide reprinted on the dust jacket of 
25 Years, entitled “How to Improve TV 
Violence” by Mickey Spillane. When 
Spillane will receive his due honor as 
America’s greatest living author, I don’t 
know. —Eric Kibble 


THE BOTANY AND CHEMISTRY OF 
HALLUCINOGENS, by Richard Evans 
Schultes, Ph.D., and Albert Hofmann, 
Ph.D. (Springfield, Illinois: Charles C. 
Thomas, $14.75). This book is a transcon- 
tinental journey 
through the infinitely 
fascinating realms of 
mind-altering plants. 

Albert Hofmann, di 
coverer of LSD and 
other psychedelic 
compounds, probably 
needs no introduction. 
Richard Evans 
chultes, director and curator of econom. 
ic botany, at the Botanical Museum of 


Harvard University, is undoubtedly the 
world’s leading authority on hallucino- 
genic plants. 

The authors are scientists, and they 
approach the subject with considerable 
technical expertise. From Amanita mu- 
scaria to Lobelia tupa each hallucinogen 
ic-or purportedly hallucinogenic species is 
described in terms of its botany, chemis- 
try, history of use and psychopharmaco- 
logical effects. Accompanying some of 
these descriptions are skillfully drawn 
illustrations depicting the important 
characteristics of the plants’ structures. 
The Botany and Chemistry of Hallucin- 
ogens is a classic in the field of psychoac- 
tive plant research, —Ralph Begley 


THE ILLUSTRATED ROGER ZELAZNY, 
by Byron Preiss and Gray Morrow (New 
York: Baronet, $8.95). 
The Illustrated Roger Zelazny is a mutant 
coffee-table book for aficionados of the 
fantastic, a guided tour with pictures 
through the mind of Zelazny, the Hugo 
and Nebula awards winner and one of the 
acknowledged masters of modern fantasy. 
“This oversized paperback contains sev- 
cral of Zelazny’s carly stories, written 
before he abandoned short fiction for 
novels like Nine Princes in Amber and. 
Lord, of Light. In adapting Zela: 
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CRED, 


Enjoy a new experience with smoking. 
dust place your favorite rolled smoke in the 
Pocket Shot-Gun Machine (A), slide the 
aluminum tubing into the housing (B) and 
you're set to blow an incredible amount of 


smoke your friends way. It’s easy to use, cool, 


easy to keep clean and is just great to get the 
party rolling. ° 
Ad 


——— 8 =A¥ 


fet Inquires invited. 


cum 


Please send me Pocket Shot-Gun Machine(s) at 
$3.98 each, plus 50c handling and postage charges. If | am 
not completely blown away by your product I can return it 
within 14 days for a full refund 

Please print or type 


Name __ 
Address. 


City State Zip 
Mail to: 
Smoke-Filled Amusement Company 
Route 7, Box 201 
Richmond, Kentucky 40475 
Please allow 2 weeks for d 


stories to graphic form, Preiss has main- 
tained a reverence usually reserved for 
new editions of the Koran, The high point 
of the book is “Shadowjack,” the complex 
adventure of a thief ing for a mystic 
jewel in the Court of the Hundred Towe 
which has a bell clanging in every one and 
is managed by a ringing mad magician 
s in his beard and anger in his 
eyes. Not to mention the deadly dop- 
pelgangers of Shadowjack himself and a 
rystalline demon called a Vorkle thrown 
in for no apparent reason. 
Zelazny stuns through his paces and 
shows just how much fun a comic strip 
can be. 

Morrow, one of the most visible 
science-fiction artists of the ‘60s, is an 
intriguing choice as Zelazny’s illustrator. 
His strong sense of character and his 
peculiar Sunset Boulevard vision of the 
future give the stories fascinating dimen- 
sions, although the execution of his draw- 
ings is often uneven. 

Zelazny’s stories are solid, however, 
and “Shadowjack” is the best no-non- 
sense fantasy adventure you're likely to 
sec in years. Jim Wheelock 


FREDERICK ROLFE: BARON CORVO, a 
biography by Miriam J. Benkovitz (New 
York: Putnam, $10.95). Few decadents of 

the late nineteenth 
Fypderek le: | century were more 0c- 
eames | centric, flamboyant, 
e | cantankerous, per- 

verse, vindictive and 
pious than Frederick 
Rolfe, the self-styled 
Baron Corvo. “An ex- 
quisitely elaborate 
loafer...by the grace of 
God” was the way he described himself; 
he was, among other things, the inventor 
of submarine photography, failed priest, 
pimp, scrounger, scholar, unrepentant pe- 
derast and painter of religious banners. 


Of his fantastic novels, the best known, 
Hadrian VII is an illuminated daydream 
in which an Englishman “with the tem- 
perament of a cat” becomes, through a 
series of miraculous and improbable cir- 
cumstances, pope, only to die ecstatically 
smothered under vestments and jewels 
during a papal procession, Like the sump- 
tuous Three Tales of Venice or the pi- 
quant Stories Toto Told Me, Rolfe's books 
are written in “orchidaceous prose” 
sprinkled with archaic words—zaimph, 
purrothrixine, fyflot, phasma, totuliquent, 
kopricomatose—of his own devising. 
Corvo's ragged and ramshackle career 
is painstakingly chronicled by Miriam 
Benkovitz with subtle insight, detached 
humor and an obvious affection for her 
subject's alarming and headlong descent 
into self-fabricated dilemmas. Corvo 
oscillated wildly between the very real 
terror of being eaten alive by crabs and 
swimming rais as he slept in his hovel, 


and phantasmagoric self-indulgence as he 
ned on his gondola covered with the 
of leopards and lynx while a thin 
waisted boy rowed him along the canals 
of Venice. 

Corvo could also rise to sublime 
heights, as in this almost Miltonic ranting 
on the follies of human nature: “You build 
as for eternity a house suspended in air, of 
which, for every brick you lay on, another 
silently drops into space...Are you much 
more successful than the celluloid dog 
who chases an asbestos cat through hell? 
But I-I have reached the Realm of White 
Light through the Ravine of Ultra Violet 
despair and I chuck my insults at devour- 
ing time and impale the inevitable on a 
smile.” While less dramatic than AJ. 
Symons's classic biography of the ‘30s, 
Quest for Corvo, Benkovitz’s study is the 
definitive biography of “one of the most 
whimsical of writers and. . beguiling men 
of the great world.” —David Dalton 


“Composting is easier to do than to 
describe and, like lovemaking, magic when 
you do it well.”"—The Toilet Papers 


‘THE TOILET PAPERS, by Sim Van der 

Ryn (Capra Press, 631 State Street, Santa 

Barbara, California 93101, $3.95). My own. 

family used a three- 

hole outdoor toilet 

until 1961, it so hap- 

pens. We weren't the 

least bit proud of it, 

mind you: unlike these 

southern California 

eco-maniacs with their 

compost privies and 

Greywater systems, we 

who lived in the North Woods felt rather a 

trace burdened with all that blooming, 

bursting, bellowing environment. Try 

using that little shack by the barn on a 

night when it's -20°F. Try pitchforking it 

steaming out into the spreader every other 
autumn. 

Shit can get up to 165 degrees as it turns 


into compost. It's the combined action of 


evaporation and the activity of aerobic 
detritivore bacteria, it says here. Dumb 
north-country farmers, we never knew 
from compost. Had we only lined the pit 
with mulch and straw to provide a conge- 
nial environment for the bacteria, ven- 
tilated it with some perforated air pipes, 
and turned it every three days with a 
pitchfork... 

Says the author: “Composting is easier 
to do than to describe and, like lovemak- 
ing, magic when you do it well.” In fact, 
he makes it all sound, if not precisely 
ecstatic, at least a salubrious and honor- 
able thing to do, Every time you poop. 
some ten trillion bacteria and a significant 
amount of nitrogen are released; in the 90 
gallons of pissing you do each year there 
is ten pounds of nitrogen. If all this were 
diverted to agriculture, food prices would 


go down, marine pollution would be dra- 
matically eased, and poisonous petrol- 
based fertilizers could be phased out 

And here we thought we were getting 
respectable when we finally moved in a 
flush toilet. For a tithe of what it cost, we 
could've built one of these rather lovely 
and simple “waste”-recycling designs, 
following Mr, Van der Ryn's meticulous 
designs. A noted architect and Zen devo- 
tee, he vociferously favors the squat crap- 
per over the orthodox, straitlaced 
Victorian sit-up commode, Squatters 
could virtually eradicate the “greatest 
physical vice of the white race: constipa- 
Gastroenterologists consider. the 
ctice of toilet training defenseless in- 
fants on grown-up-model toilets perfectly 
deplorable. 

‘And as everybody knows, the most 
revolutionary inspiration in modern his- 
tory occurred in an earth toilet in Witten- 
burg, when Martin Luther composed his 
95 feces “at the stool.” All we ever had to 
read was the Sears-Rocbuck catalog, 

—Dean Latimer 


EMERGENCE, by Cynthia MacAdams, 
introduction by Kate Millett (New York: 
Chelsea House, $15).This is a new kind of 
photo book. It's about 
women; but that’s not 
really new. There have 
been a lot of successful 
photo books about 
women lately—Helmut 
Newton's White 
Women, J. Fredrick 
Smith's Sappho—and 
billions of magazines 
devoted to the female form. The dif- 
ference is that this publication is of 


EMERGENCE 
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THE ALL-NEW 


ALL- 


DOPE 


id atecemtige alba L 


At last—from some of the same people 
who bring you High Times—here is 
STONE AGE, the lavish new magazine 
by dopers for dopers—devoted exclu- 
sively to dope. It’s about your favorite 
leisure activities—pot, hash, coke, LSD, 
psilocybin, and a host of other natural 
highs. 

An elegant quarterly production, each 
issue of STONE AGE is destined to 
become a priceless collector's item: the 
world’s finest writers will write about the 
world’s best dope, about outrageous 
smuggling adventures, about the ultra- 
glamorous dope scene of the interna- 
tional disco-and-smokeasy set, about the 
art and science of getting high—really 
high. 
STONE AGE will give you exhaustive 
bust coverage; stunning centerfolds; in- 
terviews with top narcs, ace smugglers, 
brilliant dope scientists and top-level 
dealers; dazzling pictorials; up-to-the- 
Fine e e ee nee ene n eee eee 


es! | must have a charter one-year subscri 
jon to STONE AGE. Enclosed find $6. 


Start my su 


Send to: STONE AGE Subscription Dept. 
116 East 27th St., New York, N.Y. 10016 


A 
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ae 


minute coverage of the fight to legalize 
dopers’ rights; celebrity dope news and 
dope connoisseurship by some of the 
world’s greatest professional pot tasters 
and grass gourmets. Our Law and Health 
departments will keep you free and easy 
while you're high, and future issues will 
feature the most realistic dope prices 
available as well as invaluable aids to 
solving readers’ personal dope dilemmas. 

Don’t miss a single landmark issue of 
STONE AGE-reserve your charter one- 
year subscription now by sending only $6. 


O'Neill gives us 10,000 years before we 
eat our way through the whole solar 
system and descend upon the stars. 


women, by women and for women, or 
according to Kate Millett’s intro, of, by 
and for a new kind of woman. There's 
some truth to that. 

‘Whaat you notice in this collection is the 
eyes of the women, which are not averted, 
as is the convention in Western erotic 
painting, photography and advertising. 
They are looking back. As Millett says, 
they are seeing. They aren't sex objects, 
although they are often sexy. This-book 
has quite a sexual quality, not only be- 
cause woman-to-woman sexuality is 
sometimes implied, but because the 
women here are powerfully attractive and 
photographed in a way that presents this 
attraction naturally. 

Although it’s possible to get turned on 
(there are a number of great beauties here, 
and often there is an erotic mood), the 
photographs aren't porn because they are 
anti-illusionary. If you get hot, you'd 
probably want to put down the book and 
find the real thing. 

Many great women are depicted here, 
including Jane Fonda, Patti Smith, Anne 
Waldman, Judy Chicago, Marisol, Alice 
Neel, Viveca Lindfors and Margo St 
James, The best thing about this volume is 
that it gives the impression that you could 
learn something from talking to each 
subject, which is a feeling you don't 
usually get from photography of women. 

—Neal Barlowe 


THE HIGH FRONTIER, by Gerard K. 
O'Neill (New York: Bantam Books, $2.75). 
Just imagine breathing 

pure laboratory oxy- 
gen in zero gravity all 
the time: you would 
spend your everloving 
life stoned out, good 
buddy! Of course 
they'd probably cut the 
oxygen with more ig- 
noble gases, lest the 
whole 100-mile-diameter space island 
touch off like a Roman candle the first 
time anyone lit up a joint; then again, from 
what all the astronauts say about it, you 
really wouldn't want to hang out in zero 
grav any more than you absolutely had to. 
But, by Apollo, this guy sure makes it all 
sound swell, orbiting around the em- 
pyrean in superdeluxe space-island style. 
‘A consortium of nations under UN. 
auspices would put these things out there, 
see: they mine the moon for unlimited 
construction material, erect these huge 
solar-energy reflectors in deep space and 
set hundreds of great spheroid space sta- 
tions spinning among them with 100-per- 
cent terra grav inside at the equator and 
free fall at the poles. Inside are children 


pedaling their toy triplanes around the 
“sky,” lovers disporting in erotic slow 
motion, everybody accumulating piles of 
the local space-island capital and living it 
up like Reilly. And no reason it couldn't 
turn out this way, either; you just watch 
and see if it doesn't. 

Looks damned inevitable, in fact—tired 
old Earth aswarm with support satellites 
beaming solar power down, like a fat, sick 
old lady on perpetual intravenous drip, 
the brightest of her offspring ruthlessly 
plundering the moon, the asteroids and 
the rings of Uranus. Mr. O'Neill gives us 
10,000 years to go before we eat our way 
through the whole solar system and de- 
scend upon the stars. No stopping us, good 
buddy. Look out Antares, here come... 
people! —Dean Latimer 


EUROPE’S INNER DEMONS: An En- 
quiry Inspired by the Great Witch Hunt, 
by Norman Cohn (New York: New Ameri- 
can Library, $3.95). According to Professor 
Cohn, the very concept 
of the witch is a mass 
hallucination, “fantasy 
at work in history (and, 
incidentally, in the 
writing of history). 
Fantasy, and nothing 
else..." In spite of the 
literature on 
raft, it is only in 
recent years that British scholars such as 
Christina Larner, Alan Macfarlane and 
Cohn began to ask the audacious qu 
tion; Did witches exist at all? Amazingly 
enough, they found no documentary evi- 
dence of witchcraft or devil-worshiping 
sects anywhere in medieval Europe. 

One can go further; there is serious 
evidence to the contrary: no survival of 
pagan fertility cults, no secret societies, no 
Black Masses, no orgies, no sacrific 
human or otherwise, no confessions ex- 
cept those produced under torture (all 
these testimonies, of course, conforming 
to society's preconceived stereotype of 
witchcraft)... therefore no witches. 

But there really were witch hunts, and 
the investigation of the origins of this 
mass persecution is the true subject of 
Professor Cohn's book. He should know. 
As the author of classic studies on racism 
(Warrant for Genocide) and on fanatical 
mystic anarchists of the Middle Ages (The 
Pursuit of the Millenium), and as the 
director of the ominous-sounding Centre 
for Research in Collective Psychopathol- 


sms that drive 


derstanding of the mecha 
us to create our own demons and then 


attack them, + —David Dalton @ 


The Stash Book 
Peter Hjersman 
$4.95, paperback 


The only complete book 
about hiding: how to hide 
anything, or anyone, almost 
anywhere. 

Detailed instructions make 
construction of hiding places 
easy for anyone, even for 
readers who have no skills in 
carpentry or other crafts. 


To order: Send $4.95 plus 50¢ postage 
Ghandling to And/Or Book Conspiracy, 
P.O. Box 2246 HT, Berkeley, CA 94702 
Expect 3-8 weeks for delivery. For fist 
loss mail, send $4.50 for postage. 
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Collapses for 


This handsomely designed bowl ac- 
tually collapses into a small cylinder, 
but with a pull you'll have the handiest 
most unique bowl you'd ever want 
Order now and you'll be amazed. 


Send me Collapse-A-Bow! 


Name 
Address —_ 
(City —___ 


State Zip _— 

To: P.O. Box 509, Lake Forest, IL 
60045. Check or M.O. $8.95 each, 
add 50¢ postage and handling 
11978 Colapse-A-Bow Corp 
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MANNITE 


(also known as mannitol or mannita) 


Compare for yourself! 

Experts all agree that the original 
Mannite is far superior to all other 
brands. 

Mannite has the SPARKLE and 
total water solubility that connois- 
seurs demand. 

It gives you more for your money. 
Is completely legal. (A verification 
letter is available upon request.) 

Don’t delay! Order today! The snow- 
fall is upon us. 


TURK’S IMPORT/EXPORT | 
P.O. Box 369 | 
Nuevo, Ca. 92367 | 


Please send bars of Mannite (8.5 grams) 
at $5.00 per bar. California residents add 6% sales 
tax. Ship to 


Name 
Address 
City State 


Zip 
Check or Money Order. 


This is a natural product. 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. 


“<< 
Neutron Bong 


It kills the mind but leaves the body 
intact, thanks to the defensive action of 
the protective rubber-sealed mouthpiece, 
the carburetor plug with chain attached 
and the removable stem stoppers that seal 
in flavor and goodness. The Quick Draw 
bong has all that and more, namely a 
Pyrex fish bowl for a base. Only $13 plus 
$1 postage and handling from Jeiber's 
Quick Draw, Box 27503, Tucson, Arizona 
85719, 


Kokaine, Mein Herr? 


Das kunstgeschichte autokontainen kokainznortingkit ist frum Deustchland ge-import- 
ed. Koms mit nikkel-geplated eksteriorkase mit der artengraving, mit der mirror, mit der 
puts in der snotter, und mit also der Sno-Seal vat mit holds 
ein? Ja, das ist only $9 from Stone Wood Imports, 1480 
Kleppe Lane, Sparks, Nevada 89431 
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The Japanese Art 
of French Tickling 


“The unique shape of the Joystick enables 
one to apply firm pressure to those hard- 
to-reach areas,” says today’s press release. 
“Just the kind of treatment you'd get from 
a sympathetic friend!” And for only $20 
(just the kind of fine you'd get from a 
sympathetic judge) you too can let the 
Joystick do your walking when the urge 
for a bionic Oriental Shiatsu massage 
strikes, Joystick uses no electricity, but 
through its adjustable leverage setting and 
variable-density rubber “fingertips” you 
can regulate the intensity of a massage so 
that it is exactly right for any part of your 
body, including the liver, pancreas and 
testicles! Order your Joystick today from 
Joystick, 256 28th Street, San Franci 
California 94131. 


Drives Women Wild 


Yes, you'll drive women wild when you 
clean their bongs, brush their pipes and 
swab their carbs with these fine erotic 
dope cleaners from Fine Line Products. 
Every brush (12—count ‘em—12 sizes 
available) is suitable for cleaning today's 
most advanced dope-smoking technology 
as well as the dearly beloved, nostalgi- 
cally treasured creaking relics of 1978 
(this joke will be funnier in January). 
Genuine artificial hog-bristle brushes re- 
ally scrape those sides! Wherever fine 
paraphernalia is sold. 


h” spotlights the latest accouter- 
ments of the high life, including play- 
things, paraphernalia, instruments of 
pleasure, gadgets for your work and for 
your home—anything that adds zest and 
style to your day. If you know of an item 
that should be reviewed in this depart- 
ment, send it to the Flash editor. @ 


Photos by Jack Abraham 
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Sideshow 


Sign of the Times 
OPIUM 


pour celles qui Sadonnent aes Saint Lune 


<a, 


Sacre bleu! Yves St. Laurent peddling 
opium, What next, heroin by Halston? 


Mick Rock 


Andy! Toni! Eat me! 


‘Oh, look! Isn't that Andeeeee? At the High 
Times Christmas party? And. isn't that 
graphics fuhrer Toni Brown with him? 
‘And ogooh, isn't that_a pie somebady 
threw onto Andece? Oooaoooohhh. 
SquuuUUUUUSsssssscc «eee! Warhol 
was creamed but his friend, the Shah of 
Iran, narrowly escaped bei 
pie assassin Aron Kay. The 
000 miles away in Iran at the time, 


138 


1 ra 
Many-Faceted Diamond 


Steve Diamond, who wrote “New Orleans 
Jazz. Festivalon page 64, was born i 
Panama 31 years ago. He served as edi- 
tor of the Liberation News Service in the 
late ‘60s, founded the Boston Phoenix 
Weekly and isthe author of What theTrees 
Said, a nonfiction account of life on the 
former LNS commune (1971, Dell). His 
first novel, Panama Red, concerns the 
legalization of weed in four countries 
(Panama, Morocco, Holland and Canada); 
it is also about drugs, sex and magic, to be 
published early next year by Avon Books. 
Diamond has been living most recently in 
New Orleans, acting as organizer for the 
Oystershell Alliance, the antinuclear 
group. Most important, he is the father 
of one-year-old Crescent Alexandra 
Diamond. 


Aaaiiieeee! 


Craig Pyes, reporting this month from 
Mexico on the torture there of suspects in 
dope busts, is the only journalist we know 
who has been thoroughly sprayed with 
paraquat while photographing federale 
helicopters from a field of opium poppies. 
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Times Lands High Times 
Account 


Executives at the New York Times were 
jubilant after they landed a_ prestigious 
advertising order from. ‘Trans-High 
poration, Wall Street Vietconglome: 
and publishers of High Times. The ad 
worth a small fortune to the ailing Re- 
publican daily, appeared on the back page 
of the Sunday Week in Review supple: 
ment, where it was read by several mil 
lion New Yorkers as well as heads of state 
around the world, many of whom receive 
it at addresses. in Colombia and Mexico 
through mails that take four or six months 
to arrive. “We're ecstatic.” commented a 
source at High Times's ad agency, |.Bob, 
Choate, Kibble & Morrison. a Cayman 
Islands full-service agency (formerly of 
Rhodesia). “Our net response of seven 
subscriptions shows that the New York 
Times hasn't lost its impact as a selling 
medium.” Ad received Golden Gull 
Award. Zimbabwe People’s Media F 
val ‘79. a 


even A TURIAES CAN ROLL 


WITH 


cigarette paper 


IMPROVED 


. NOW WITH FLO-THRU, 
EASY DRAW OPENING 


SEALED 


‘ EASY DRAW 
. OPENING —> 


1S\: 


Yes, even a fumble-fingered turkey 
like you, can roll with new improved 


POUCH cigarette paper: 
Just follow these 3 easy steps: 


Look for our familiar 
rainbow package. 


wy 


With new improved pouch 
your stash winds up in your joint, 
not in your lap. 


"GOBBLE GOBBLE” 


Claarette Papers 


BROUGHT TO YOU from 
BI-RITE INC. 3014 S. Archer Ave., Chicago, Il! 60608 RETAILERS & DISTRIBUTORS INQUIRE 


call In Illinois (312) 376-8575 


| SEAL 


‘Send $1.00 for 2 pks. Pouch Paper™ 
to cover postage and handling to: 

Bi-Rite Ents., 3014 Archer Ave. Chicago, 
11, 60608 


NAME 
PLEASE PRINT) 
STREET. 
city 
STATE ZIP CODE 


certify | am over 21 years old. Allow 3 
weeks delivery. 

Dealers Contact Your Local Distributor or 
ite Ents., Chgo, Il. 3\2-376881S 


The e-z widerpipe system——— 


The First 
New Waterpipe 
Since The 


First Waterpipe. 


bi it over to tap the ashes 
out of the bowl without spill- 
ing a drop. 
It’s also easy to clean, because the 
cartridge is disposable. When the pipe needs 
cleaning, you simply replace the cartridge. 
It concentrates the smoke, giving you a 
terrific puff with only a very light draw. 
It can also flavor the smoke: menthol, 
strawberry, or whatever you'd like to taste. 
And you can hold the e-z wider pipe system 
very comfortably in the palm of your hand. 
Ask for the e-z wider pipe system. 
It makes the bong and the hookah abso- 
lutely obsolete. 


Three out of four pipe and bong 
smokers prefer the e-z wider pipe 
system. Here’s why: 


or thousands of years hookahs 

and bongs have beer. easy to spill, 

hard to clean, clumsy to handle, 

and inefficient to smoke. 

In all those centuries 

there has never been a 

better designed smok- 

ing system than those 

primitive arrangements 
of tubing. 

We asked 800 pipe 
and bong smokers who 
tried the e-z wider pipe 
system to state which they liked better. 
Three out of four respondents preferred the e-z wider 
e-z wider pipe system. 

Who wouldn’t? It’s designed around a patented PIPE SYSTEM im 
heat-exchanger cartridge that filters and cools the 
smoke. 
The e-z wider pipe system is spillproof. You can turn 
To order one by mall see coupon on page 123 
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